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America's War Office staged the calling-up ceremony of the first 

draft in the first peace time conseription in United States history. From 

the famous goldfish bowl, used in the Great War, and in Mr. Roosevelt1s 

presence, the blindfolded War Secretary drew the first number. Newsreels, 

press and radio recorded the significant scene. Mr. Stimson was watched 

with mixed emotions by mothers who gave their sons in 1917. The whole 

nation was waiting on the President's word. 

At each of six-thousand odd registration centres one man bore 

that number, and in the bowl altogether there were nine-thousand numbers. 

Sixteen million young men all over the country - and their fathers - heard 

the news. 

Now for a few of the men called up, ICwang-Kwong-Foo found himself 

in the news, and how oriental features can show delight. 

Another American-born citizen. 

Ambassador Kennedy's son John found himself called up. Young 

Americans in every stage of life joined the great army of democracy. 

A nation in uniform. Elections over, defence is the foremost 

concern in the American mind. New York's National Guardsmen pass into the 

army for twelve-months' training. 

Naval reserves were called up - urgently needed for the new two-

ocean navy. Women in America apprehensively look ahead. There's a feeling 

that sooner or later the States too will be sucked into the maelstrom of 

war. 

These men of the National Guard are equivalent to our peacetime 

Territorials. They'll help to make up the million-strong army America will 

have by next June. 

Genuine, assured peace has passed from the world. .Even the 
t ' - •• ' I • 

nations not yet at war stand on the crumbling brink of a precipice. 

The youth of America light-heartedly accepts its fate. There's 

a job to be done. The sooner it's over the sooner we shall all return to 

a sane, free life. 

Meanwhile even America's becoming air-raid minded. A man named 
Kilmer Benson has built a shelter and rents the seats in it. In rehearsals 

(continued on back hereof) 
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Huiaber amy, in Africa's first peacetime uoiipuleory 

military service program-—-and Paramunt Hews 

records the historic scene. ®w goldfish bowl, used 

in the 1917 wartime draft, is used again. 9,000 

capsules contain key serial numbers, each number 

affecting one men in each of 6,175 local boards, 

the nun*ere here been carefully checked—placed 

in Identical opatpe capsules—and the stage is set: 

President Hoceevelt is present as oonr emtior-in-ohlof 

but the first draw is made by War Secretary lltimeoB, 

follow!1917 tradition. „#**##% Chance and 

ohanee alone determines the order in which the 17 

nil lion registrim te will be called. 

And from 9,000 carefully raised numbers, the first is..., 

%a first nuaber—-and a mother's surprised scream— 

flush across She nation. And in 40 states, 6,178 

am from 81 to 80 are uerketi for first selection. Ha 

every walk of life the ouster has begun, and as the 

lottery goes on fbr 17 hours a mighty new manpower ie 

created. Across the nation reportere check the 

holders of number 158 and Paramount News preeents 

a cross section of men suddenly become historic firsts. 
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3®e Number 158 in Oalcland Gal If omit—laundry worker 

ijuang Kwong goo... 

31 • Sfjn Franclaco, and Seniwr Glass President Mllliaa 

Bernard Parimann... 

33e 3an Lorenzo, California and Toahio Okado, Amrioan 

born say* O.K. 

36• At Palo Alto, John Kennedy, son of tte Ambassador 

80* the 18th number drawn, number 2748. 

37* Arlington Heights, Illinois and number one win ®r 

Gilbert H. Wilke. In gvanstoa, Dr. jttward Keefer, 

optorotrist 

37* ftHington Heists, Uliiwie mi. Gilbert Wllke/(no relation) 

1 earns about 158 as doee Dr. Edward Keefer, optometrist 

of nearby Uvanston. 

39• Los Angeles, and Andrew Jackson Wieet says thumbs up. 

Maurice Lee Gold, art dealer has the number, bar 

manager Carl Henee says—huh, my number I 

Seattle a rarity. The brothers Keaele had 158 

and the second number drawn, 19*. Two chances in 

17 million. From nearby, bookbinder Doug Sheriff 

** ho;Ma 158. In Boston, Daiid 2. Bombard, machinist... 

46' Retail florist John Tlemo is all grins in New York. 

New York poet office ward Alfonso Aqullino drew the 

first number two. Interviewed in New York is Winthrop 



Clement, who seeks exemption as a conscientious objector 

Remember the scream in Washington. HereSs mother Bell, the 

sceeamer and son Harvey 
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OPEN FOB SUPERi CALL TO DUTY: 

More manpower as the nation speeds its defenses! 

From East side, west side, New York pours out its 

famed 27th Division, National Guard. But now they 

say farewells as regulars, inducted into the Amy 

for one year's training. 

Ferry boats carry this contingent to entrain from 

New Jersey for Fort MoLallan Alabama. 

Navy men too. From Brooklyn a unit 60 naval reserves 

Is off for active fleet duty. More men, as we 

rush a two-ocean navy* 

And more soldier goodbyes. Eleven thousend, eight 

hundred are in this division. Within a year, through 

guard mobilisation and selective service, a million 

will be under train#*. 

Every mesne of transportation, including subways 

speeds these volunteer guardsmen. Even the fast-

disappearing elevateds are troop trains today.... 

And still they code* Across the land these scenes 

are duplicated ea state after state contributes its 

units.in an impressive enswer to the nation's call. 

Yes, the cell to anas has sounded—hmmm—at ease——-

and so long soldiersJ 


