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Issue No. 1071..4..6..1941. 
Title: Escape From Yesterday. 
Track: Ditto. 
Discs: 529.535.533.527.343. 
Lines: Stagg. 
Voice: Do. 

Some of the conquerors of the German "battleship Bismarck are 

back in port. It was appropriate that the first victorious man-o'-war to 

catch the camera's eye was the now Victorious herself - one of the aircraft-

carriers that played a glorious part in the battle. Some of her planes are 

scarred, but the ship's cat's nine lives are all intact. The first of 

Paramount's interviews with heroes of the engagement was accorded by a naval 

airman, Lieutenant Ennever. 
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The cruiser Norfolk skilfully shadowed Bismarck throughout the 

chase and repeatedly hit her with eight-inch salvoes. Hear Captain Phillips 

The first man of the Norfolk's crew to spot the Bismarck was 

Leading-Signalman White. 

The long, low Rodney played a big part in ending the Bismarck's 

career. Back in port her sailors were busy hauling the giant sixteen-inch 

armour-piercers aboard, replacing the ones she had fired. What chance had 

the poor Bismarck's crew - with no Anderson shelter, either. 

Blistered paint shows that Rodney's guns got pretty hot. One 

of the ship's ratings described the action that raised the temperature. 

So, without losing any time, the name Bismarck is added to the 

battle honours won by ships which have borne the honoured name Rodney. 

The cruiser Dorsetshire gave Bismarck the coup de grace. Admiral 
• • -

We1lwood-Maxwe11 congratulated Captain Marten and his crew on earning that 

distinction And so say all of us. 

Cruisers and battleships raced towards the Bismarck when she was 

sighted on the last morning. The enemy hoped to escape into Brest. King 

George V, newest but one of our battleships led the chase. Bismarck was 

outmanoeuvred, but full of fight. Very soon we came within range and 

Rodney and the King George opened fire. 

This picture was taken by a naval officer at the height of the—r 

action. On the horizon you see shells from the Bismarck bursting in the 

water. 

The enemy could still fire with all her great guns, but her shots 

fell wide. 

(Seven Scenes Here Without Voice) Continued on back... 



EISIARCK'S EiTD.. .continued. \  

(GY) The last of these actual pictures of the battle shows 

the Bismarck a smoking ruin. 

Nearly a hundred Germans were saved and brought back to Britain 

Most of them were very young .  Of the two-thousand who had put to sea 

in the Bismarck they were almost the only survivors. They are fortunate 

to have fallen into the hands of a chivalrous foe. 

To Rodney came the First Lord to convey the Admiralty's 

congratulations. Mr, Alexander posed between Captain DaIrymple-Hamilton 

and the Commander. 

At the First Lord's requaest the assembled ship's company 

heard that t h e  A d m i r a l t y  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  n a t i o n  a r e  p r o u d  o f  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  
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BISMARCK msmviws 

In the action idiich meant the daotrv.ctioa 
secured at once two things for us• First, 
destroyed some great project thich t^e"Ni 

/fee had not ouch a project IV is almost u; 
he would M0& sent Adairnl Lug Jen as wel 

\*i the particular mission.* 

he Admiralty 
era."(Cheers 

Alexander talking* 

LY Captain talks and calls 

" I can assume you * 2 can assure generously (?) that it is most 
hi^ily appreciated by uts all. Wt are proud- and pleased to have *een 
able to do as we did and I can assure that we he*no other.thought 
than to do our duty to the utmost as long as this war continues. Now 
I would llke^ou to show your appreciation by theyisit of the First 
Lard of THE Admiralty, Mr. Alexander in the USUK! manner by giving 
three cheera."(Cheers, j?tc.) 

CU Rating Aran Rodney talks: 

"V«ll, it ar.s jus* nice up thero* sitting thereTmtchingJJilugs-

tihfT •mrm r flrii— T111A liuf ah I u IwiL u'm Un;t »> uldll * t "take Itsaapfcas we 
ware pumping salvo after salvo into her you could see them hit. By the 
time we finished we left her burning fraa at.•-•ra-.tr> stern. One of her 

must have blown up and she was sinking.^/ 

Le-ilnznilton of Rodney. 

"I need hardly say that we are very pleased in the Rodney to 
opportunity of/enraging the sneefr af^er nftvlng to wait for so 
months. I rather an oxciting moment/when 4c turned round: toNfind 

.licmrck and it wasn't long before xm saw her SOCK twelve mild 
away. The Rodney opened fire first rd/ shortly afterwards the 
George 7 did the iisaa. It wae a greet tonic aft^r not having had 
breakfast to hear 10 * gun salvos going off just in front of one." 

T / W / / 
a- CU Captain Continues speeds 

• About one of the best cures for that early morning feeling that 
I know#. It wasn't long before the Bismarck opened fire fend did the Rodney 
the honour of selecting her for her first target. The salvos wt firpt 
were short but after a few minutes several salvoes cone pretty close 
Hpwever with the Ki^ig George • and Rodney both concentrating on her 
it was not long before to.tiigTJuu*x&.akiKil her fire slacked and in about 

half an hour her fire ceased more or less cospleteiy." 

3f Free French Signal officer aM Royal Australian Navigating officer: 

G*I am e member of 1hc( Free French forces vp&et Gender De Gaulle, 
eft and was very glad to " 

f ( " I em an officer of t 
/ officer of the Rodney and thrl 

XJHRJ ihe captain." 

1 em the navigating 
the bridge along-

avio 

sv Captain k»7. $*AiH2o of HLIS Norfolk* 

"JlM WL H'-iiUmHj; did hiu luueh tttflnlng oi LliA ^btll of ifey. 
the tiUTJUttqueui 6Ven"us ~cnut iwU u^j lu tho destruction of t.je-Bismaroi» 

JJNFL BRF" PNTLY L-FIL LW LLRIN IIRNL+Y , T'"T T TFPI MLW* iilllll Mill III 
thetlwe in the Norfolk are very glad and very proud to be in the fray 
frara start to finish, the only ship in the Sleet to have done so, and 
further that we rere able to take a hand in her final destructi_55gL 

11' " 1 '* ' J- r"T+ Q •! n nti »»1y^n rr ' by ^ fry 
L..g fcur.juuuesv" 



37 Li# inn ever of the Victorii 
- cJtvUr jfaJi 

\rt3o4k of us #*re •*> nc plodyj>Ti 
welaer \ad of $p ins out and havefng i 
xBdcee icmnd3yxxaa*^KFKbc We w 
a really &ood target."/ 

Cu "orasander A.C. Luce of the Norfolk: 

"The Norfolk ie^rlfeat culmtry ship with men thatr^S ..many of 
nir fcioilies ooma^ffoffl Plymouth and most of our wives any relations 
com:! from citipar which have/been blitzed one tine or another and it>S 
boen aufullT^ird to Bear listoaing to the accounts of how these cities 
hew been Scried from ti#e to time and am...and never reckoning that 
we ror®^f9>iiif5 to got thA o»ianca,-to hit back. I cant tell you "Ghat relish 
it x-.jfy and with what rel i slyedwat chad the destruction of this ship. We 
sip^ly loved every Bo^ne^fc-'TK it." 


