
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S SPEECH 

In spite of what Hitler's propaganda Bureau has invented, and in spite of what any 
American obstruction organization may prefer to biieyfe, I tell you the blunt fact that the 
German submarine fired first upon this American deptroyer Greer without warning, and with 
deliberate design to sink her. v 

Our destroyer, at the time, was in waters which the Government of thw United States had 
had declared to be waters of self-defense surrounding outpefcts of American protection in 
the Atlantic. 

Four other vessels sunk or attacked flew the American flag and were clearly identifiable. 
Two ships were warships of the American Navy. 1% the fifth case, the vessel sunk clearly 
carried the flag of Panama. /' 

It is the N%zi design to abolish the freedom of the seas, and to acquite absolute control 
and domination of the seas for themselves. 

And it must be explained again apdT again to people who like to think of the United States 
Navy as an invincible protectipri, that this can be true only if the British Navy survives. 
XkxkxThat is simple arithmetic. / 

If the world outside the Americas falls under Axis domination, the shipbuilding facilities 
which the Axis powers would then possess in all of Europe, in the British Isles and in the 
Far East would be much greater than all the Americas not only greater, but two or three 
times greater. 

V 
-ft is of course clear /that Hitler has begun his campaign to control the seas by ruthless 

(/(force gad bjfi wiping out every vestige of international law and hunanity. 

An^k-T am\ sure that even .now thp Nazis are waiting to see whether the.Ujaited States will 
by silende^flve thW-the green light ami to' go on" this path of "de struct ion. 

The Nazi d'fenger to our western world has lopĝ oeased to be a mere possibility. The danger 
is her6 now\--not odlŷ from a miMtaty enemy but̂ from an...enenDy of all layfV̂ l.L-Mbecty, 
all morality VTcOncTHgt aî religicm.̂  Xs_// 

t*ŷ e" have sought no shooting war with Hitler. We do not seek it now. But neither do we want 
peace so much, that we are willing to pay for it by permitting Mm to attack our naval 
lend merchant ships while they are on legitimate business. 

Whee you see a rattlesnake p̂ sed to strike, you do not wait until he has struck before 
crush him. These Nazi submarines and raiders are the rattlesnakes of the Atlantiĉ  
•Are a menace to the free pathways of the high seas. They are a challenge to* 

sovereignty. They hammer at our most precious right>ifhen they attack, ships of the 
Amerieatf'flag symbols of our independencê  our freedom and our very life. 

G i 0 , 
.The time for active defende is now. 

In the waters which we deem necessary for our defense, Ameriean naval vessels and American 
plaens will no longer wait until Axis submarines lurking under the water, or "A3: is raiders 
oh the surface of thev.seâ  -strike their deadly blow first., x\y'' 

o 

V 

7̂ et this waning be clear. F-pom now on, if German or Italian vessels of war enter the 
waters, the protection of which is necessary for American defense, they do so at their 
own peril. 

f T h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e s t s  u p b n  G e r m a n y .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  s h o o t i n g  u n l e s s  G e r m a n y  
ULA?cntinues to seek it. 

And withybhat inner strength thatXcomes to a free people'conscious" of their duty, conscious 
of the righteousness of what the# dp, they will with Divine help arid, guidance stand 

against this latest- assault upon their democracy, their sovereignty and their 
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of what filttW1# propaganda Bumeau has Invented. amd im spite of what say 
obstruction organisation e«y prefer to Weve, I tell yen the bleat feet that the 

submarine fired first upon this American destseyer Greer without warning, an* with 
design to sink her. 

, "ur destroyer, at the time, was la waters which the Government of tht United i»t*tes had 
bed declared to be waters of self-defense—'-surrounding out#*#ts of Aaerlcaa protection la 
the Atlantic. 

fear other vessels sank or attacked flew the imertcen flag and were clearly identifiable. 
Two ships were warships of the American »a*y. la the fifth ease, the veesel sank clearly 

j carried the flag of Pamaaa. v/ ^ " I X .—x 

/ It is the **si design to abolish the freedom of the sees, end to acquire absolute coatrol 
. v7 sad domination of the sees for themselves. 
GrvJ. ̂ / 

And it mast be explained again and again to people who like to think of the United States 
( **V as am Invincible protection, that this caa be true only if the British »aty survives, 

fhmtxthet 1# simple arithmetic. 

If the world outside-the Americas falls aader 4*ls damlaation, the shipbuilder facilities 
•hich the *aia powers would then poaseas in al^ of Europe, la the British Isles and in the 
ar last would be much greater than allAthe Aaerieas—pot only greater, but two or three 
times greater. r ? y A STV ' ̂ v " ^ " 
5S*»—. \ \ . x / ' y V>^L' 
It Is of course olearAthat hitler has feeguayQlig cempal %n to control the seas by ruthless 
fmreo and-by wiping out every vestige of international law and huseaity. 

And I aa sure that cv« now the Seals waiting to see whether tb^Wted Hates will 
by silence give them the green light and to go ahead on this path of destruction. 

v* Z7 
the Seal danger to our western world has long ceased to be a mere possibility. The danger 
Is here now—not only % military enemy hut from en enemy of all law, all liberty, 

V *11 morality, a*i»a»i ill rellgmJ \ * 

fe have sought/at shooting war with hitler. *# do not seek it now. Bat,, neither da wm went 
•*«e «o »»6h, that we are willing to pay,for-It by pemlttl&g him to #ftteak ou*-n#wel 

sereh&si'i Shift E while thmr arm &n 1 hn«4 nM«. and eerehant ship's while they are on legifttiKate business. 

\jWhlft you see a rattlesnake poised to strike, yoa do not wait until he has struck before 

Ccrush him. These ties! submarines ax# raiders erp the rattlesnakes of the Atlantic, 
are a menace to the free pathways of the hi?h seas. They arm a challenge to our 

soverwl#!#. They hsmear at our tost precWuA rights when they attack ships of the 
Aseriean flag symbols of our independence, our freedom and oar veiy life. 

the time for active defepse is now. 6 , ^ v e\>-2 

h the waters which we d### necessary fqr ur defease, American naval vessels and Aaerlcea 
plasma will no longer *s^t hntil-Axt ®/'su^srine^"lu.rkie« undir the water, or Axis raiders 
on the surface at the met, strike tHEmlr d&yb] 

x/ tMe W4mla8 t>« elmar. *ronjfto» on, if German or Italian vessels of war enter the 
waters, the protection of whicfT is necessary for American defease, they do so at their 
owa peril. 

The sole responsibility rests upem Gerasny. There wil be me shooting wmr unless Gemamy 
continues to seek it. 

And with that inner strength that comes to a free people conscious of their duty# conscious 
Of the righteousness of what tb# #, they will with atvjne help and guidance—-stead 
H^yyjjrcund against this latest asssnlt upon their democracy, their sovereignty and their 


