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Track: Rangers Of Fortune 

AMERICAN OUTPOST - PHILIPPINES READY 

Lines: Bidwell 
Voice: Mellor. 

Manila, Philippines' capital, is calm on the surface. Descendants of savage 

mountain tribes blowing smoke rings make it hard to believe Japan and danger are near. 

Originally Spanish; the islands came under the U.S. flag in 1898. Without changing 

native customs, American guidance brought commonwealth status within forty years. In 

the bay, whez e Coregidor island commards entry, a small force of destroyers and submarines 

stands guard. Since these pictures were made more powerful forces have been assembled* 

They would hold up an enemy till the main Pacific Fleet could take position. The Philipp­

ines have always loomed large in Japanese plans of dominion in the Pacific. 

G-encral MacArthur., with approval of President Quezon, commands the joint American-

Philippine forces. The President fully endorses America's policy, 

Arthur Menken found himself up against the censor even here. At Clark Field", 

the word is 'Keep 'em flying 1" A 24-hour defence alert means men and machines at 

concert pitch all the time. Planes are spaced out over the drome. In parade lines, they Ire 

too good a target now that formal declaration of war before you strike, is no longer fash­

ionable. 

(NIGGERS) Negritos decide the bird's too tough for bows and arrowst 

Compulsory beards,. Yes, it's a must, planned to kill boredom, with inspection 

for prizes. 

Familiar to us as Catalinas, Consolidated flying-boats back from patrol are 

promptly refuelled waiting for a rush call, America ready, and on constant watch is a 

healthy check to further Japanese aggression. 

with magazines to feed its mighty guns, this fabulously strong island could well bo 

called the American Gibraltar of the Far East, 

(SV MEN RUNNING) Practice alarms drill the A.A. crews to the highest 

efficiency, 

(GV DISAPPEARING GUN) Monster coastal guns are powerful enough to hold an 

_ncmy fleet at bay till Uncle Sam's battleships arrive to deal with it, 

(TROOPS UNDRESS) Philippine troops - born fighters - cross streams in a 

Hay of their own. The tent which cach man carri' becomes a boat, to carry automatic 
: 

rifles, and equipment. 

(TUNNEL) Corregidor Island, in the mouth of Manilla Bay, is honeycombed 

(GV MEN ACROSS) Over within seven minutes of the order I To the 200-thousand 

Philippines in the U.S. forces, camouflage comes by nature, also they're quick at 

learning western ideas, such as fighting dive-bombers. 
(continued on back) 
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EHILIPPBIES RS6JDT. .continued. 

(AIR VIEW COIWOY) With J:pen in Indo-China the threat to the Philippines 

•is as great.as to Singapore 1300 miles to the south-west. Together strongly reinforced 

they guard the gate to the South Pacific end Australia. Prompt action by Britain 

and America has made Japan pause# The key to the Pacific is in firm, resolute hands. 
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1. Philippine a—-"7atch Aad "JrvitJ 

2. I urrived in Munich just as radio news came that Jn_>an had taken over in French 
I'Mlo C-iina. The Philippines are really our Pacific hot-spot now, but I found 
Mafti&a caln on th6 • surface* The Jap quarters of Manila showed business a Most 
as usual although President Roos3velt,s drastic economic actions must have hit 

• hard here* in olcfiltSile, these Igorots descendants of savage mountain tribes, 
celmly blew sohke ring$ at the'pacific crisis and mdeit hard to believe that 
Japan and dan rer lay only a few hundred nilos across the sea. 

! / ' 

11. My first official call was on I he Arte ri can High Commissioner, Francis B. 'Sayre, 
whom the Philippines;regard as a real American friend* Sayre quickly arranged 
for ne to film an historic event... .General Douglas MacArthur's call on 
president Mcnuel Quezon. MacArtlmr presents his appointment as comander of the 
now U.S.-Philippine combined forces. Quezon has just been renanod for the 
presidency on a platfern that fully endorses Aqeripo^ efforts. 

•*, " ? " -• >' " _ • _ K 
17. General MacAythur's.Philippine* amy really amazed no, T?&Ll-e quipped, they are 

all,over the islands. About 200,000 have been inducted into the American Army, and 
the training job MacArthur started in 1935 is well done* 

21. The U.S. Navy is very much in evidence. In Manila bay, a snail destroyer end 
submarine force does petrol duty——just enough of a forop to do a holding off job 
until the main Pacific fleet could take position. All incoming s&ips are under Navy 
scrutiny and I photographed the Japanese liner FUshini Maru, which cut her stay 
short when the U.S. cracked doxm on Japanese credits. 

30. Some former Danish freighters ay# here going into service now under American 
sailing orders. Top Navy man is A&alial Thomas C. Hart, cormndar of the Asiatic 
fleet and his biggest fleet in the Philippines is sky ships tather then sea 
ships. Big Navy PSY flying boots are here in feipiossivo numbers. Naturally, 
figures are secret. Crack Navy nan are hero;—old timers, for Manila in rio place 
for rookies these days. i 

36. These big patrol bombers can fly to Si an and ^ack and then soqe. After signing 
Navy censorship agreemaats, I got permission to go along on a Routine convoy 
inspection fl-ight. 

39. "go spotted a convoy alomst insa»dictely» These Philippine* waters are adequately 
mined and shipping only onters the mine fields under proper Navy escort. 

(next page) 
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41*. !7e nadg'^g&tact with a Navy subnnrine —doin,-: its petrol job on tha surfc.ee tt. > 
• .s'on.o.tfe©;s under the surface* I*n telling you, this U.S. Navy looks awfully 

good,-out; hero 

1 Atk -A I** • ^ 
• 45^- ^0ing back to the Amy, General Moore escort©3. ra fron McmiiA down bay to 
.. _ Oorregidor. Island—-the almost fabulous Uner icon Gibraltar of the Philippines, 

.Corregidor Island is barely visible fron Manila city* The "no photography" 
a 1 -ns explain why ",'ashington will have censored this before you see"it* screened. 
Un-er Ground is a honeyconb of mgazines, with plenty of big stuff in live storage 
Tnousanus of regular array nen are stationed here,'living in quarters that are 
pas proofed by special blower appartus. Underground plotting rootis control the 
hi,; coastal defense , runs that are hidden all oyer C6Tregidor Island".' 

oO. The alam for drill brings ran on the double dorni skillfully oanouflagod .skkjskxx 
lanus.., I got a real thrill out of caking these shots, although there is even 
nero t.iat was absolutely taboo fir pictures. Out here, our American forces are 
doing a swell job. The watchword is; hope for no trouble, but watch and waitt 
An . it taoro should iec ever be all attack or. these Philippine Islands uncle 
;5ar:*s goy sorie nighty convincing answers to speak out loudt 
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2. Out here in tlie" Philippines, the Army - keeps 'em flying all right. 

I found mechanics and pilots sleeping in hangars, for our forces are 

doing a clock-round defense-alert job. Planes are parked around the 

edges of airfields, a lesson we've learned from France, where planes 

lined up On parade rows made too easy targets. Negrito tribesmen 

look at the strange birds, but stranger things I found at Clark Field 

be.rr-.cks. An order against boredom for the personnel of this remote 

outpost. Beards rre made compulsory, and weekly !,whiskers inspection 

provides c 1 ugh end good morris for all h: nds. Prizes for length 

* 
and fan ciness just don't help some youngsters. 

15. To sud the island country I went ilozig on a routine patrol flight. 

Sugar cane patch-s cud plenty of sugar refining plants are in the low­

lands. But volcrhie Mountins risd up ovary.mile or so, dotted with 

cloud-hung wrtcrfclls. Reclaimed jungle lrnd has rice undt>r cultivation, 

worked by ?/ater buffalos primitive but vjry efficient the natives told 

me. ( 

(Scu next page §2) 



B'.ck with tho rimy, I found General joaocthcn Sfciupright —directing 

river fording maneuvers of Phili pinu troops. Those bush fighters 

have their oa v:ay of crossing' the innumerable streams. Hrlf pup 

tent from each mra>s marching pack—-a fifle or bcjSboo pole—end 

thuy have f. bo t for th-ir ammunition end equipment. Within 7 minute; 

from the ord»r to shed uniforms, the company'wes' ccross the stream 

with all equipment dry. 

The mule train took longer. Some Army mules just don's like Navy 
- "'•» 

tactics. 

Hwevy equipment goes on rafts laada of 1.shed bamboo poles. There's 

plenty of bamboo everywhere. 

These Philippine troops, 200,000 of them are p---rt of our U.S. force 

no--, are naturals, at camouflage. In fact they're quick in every 

branch of soldiering. Most amazing to me wqs their proficiency in 

dispersing when Army att ck bomberte gave thorn -c strafing drill. They 

take cover "ell and put up rifle cross fire that strafing pilots say 

would be deadly. The Philippines look reedy on land and in the'air 


