
DOPE OS THE CAS33H0 OP 

Object of this operation was to crush the ^eraan strong point that sits In the 
trough of the Llrl Valley at Caeslno# 

Bombardment was supposed to deny to the Germans the use of the town as a "prepared 
position*, corking the Allied push down Highway 6 toward Rome* 

After the Allied Ground Forces had been held at this point for long and bloody weeks, 
the Allied Air Forces under the command of Lt. Gen, Ira C. iSaker, took a crack at 
the Monastery overlooking the town ofCasslno. From this peak, German guns had 
raked every effort to push through the toe* But after the bombardment of the heights, 
the Allied Ground Itorces, in spite of a gallant assault, didn't gaits take the position, 

Fro-a that point on, it became obvious that the full weight of the Mediterranean Allied 
Mr Forces would hake to be hurled into the battle for Cassino* 

But before the tactical phase of the operation, a strategic target was bit* The Marshall!. 
Yards at Florence, long spared from air attack because of the priceless art treasures 
stored or homed there* 

Dozens of targets had been hit all around Flroence, in eo effort to cut the rail lines 
that supported both the *nzio Beachhead and the Cassino area from the North* 

But now, as a preparatory 'left jab* for the G a* si no punch, the •Bridge-busting*' 
B-c'6 Marauders of the Tactical Air Force reached out from their bases in Sardinia 
and smashed the rail yards at Flooeaaee* 

And then as soon as the weather dleer ad over the Cassino area, the whole weight of 
the MA&V struck at the bettered town that shelter d the armor and anti-tank guns of 
the Huns* 

The attack opened at 8*^0, when tie B-25 Mitdiells of the Tactical Air Force (U.S.) 
dropped their bombs across the entrance to the town of daasino* 

A strong wind cleared the target of srnoke and dust, and at 8«50, another wave of 
B-?5s hit the targe t* Again the target was cleared by the wind and again a wave 
of Mitchells came over and dropped their bombs* 

At 9: 0, the first of the heavies from the Strategic Air Force bombed the target —> 
3-178 of the 15th Air Force (TO). 

At internals timed to permit the wind to clear the target, 8 more waves of heavies 
came over the target — alternating between B-lTs and B-24». 

Not since the fritioal week on the beachhead had the heavies been called in on a 
"close sup ort" job like this* Great cere was taken to achieve accuracy on this 
operation — In spite of fide, the last grom of Liberator , finding the target 
still sacked as they went into their bomb in. run, held their load, wheeled, flew off 
and came back for a second run* 

And after the heavies, the B-2& Marauders from the Tec tic A Air Force closed the show, 
In three smcces^lve warns, the la* at sharp noon* 

While the shadow of tae last of the B-26s was still across the target, the artillery 
of the 5th Army opened up and wd. ked across the town, reacting out to include the 
Ducal *alaee (large white bulldhg in the foreground) and the Roman Ampitheatre (left 
upper in moat frames)* 
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Le the artillery barrage — heaviest la the Italian oampai@i-wae raking the 
whole area, the dive-bombers an* fighter barabora of the Tactical Air Force were working 
over the road junctions end treop concentrations behind the town# Joining this attack by 
the fighter-bombers were the Baltimore# of the RAF Desert Air force, 
(Dive-boaters were the famous "Invaders", the ^36, modification of the Mustang aid P-51 • 
The fit,ater-bO!ibers were the P-tyO Kittybombera thi* had 00 me with the 8th Army all the 
way across the desert campaign). 

The Medium and light bombers of the Tactical Air Force that had opened the attack in 
the (teorning, returned to base am soon as they hit their target and bombed-up for a 
turn-around. Their targets in the afternoon were road functions and armor ocncentrat iono 
behind the town, where the Buns had assembled to stop the Allied assault# 

Total aortleu flown on thia Job were approximately 3,000, Total tonnage of bombs dropped 

was about 2,500# 

1 
oases from enemy fighters were zero — no enemy fighters dared come into the ar a# 
A few enemy flak gun# opened up with considerable effectiveness behind the town — but 
dive bombers qaldkly silenced mast of those, 

From dawn to dark ove the entire area, during the heaviest concentration of bombs 
on a single area so far n the war, the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces enjoyed 
complete and unchallenged control of the air# 

tied while the bombers were working on Caseino, the fifth*— a of 6UAF were a pre ding 
thSir daily "uabrella* over the beachhead back of Anzio# 
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NOTE FOR CENSOR. 
This material will not be used untiih. the next att 
on Cassino takes place and it is feasable to suppo 
nave happened "by the time this film reaches England 

Continueing my wanderings around the Fron*—; t was 
evident to me that extensive preparations 
nade for the next attack on Cassino, new 
>xisting roads were being renovated rapidly 

- Jut and—stacked in forward dumps, to be/trapd 
nud conditions which occur as soon ̂  itTrains<ah this 
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All scenes necessary to this story are covered, suggest you use 
some of the mud scenes sent you some time ago, the coniltio]is are 
Ehe same,: I thought it would help build up any story you may 
release on the final fall and capture of Cassino. 

So far as I can make out this material has not been coveted by 
A.F.P.U. 
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In some of my wanderings round the forward ar^as I 
found these India&JGurkhas, members of it he 7th llndj 
Infantry Brigade^jBeconn. SquadroB "being prepared 
the next attack to "be made on Cassino. These are tl 
men who will be first in the attack on their sedtor\ 

2. 

3. 

4. 

when the time comes. 
There is nothing much in the material 

it might come in useful for build - up p 
Scenes covered: 

—Gurkhas cleaning machine guns etc 
Receiving a lecture on tactics to 
Gurkha officer. JEMADAR MAHBIR 
Clearing up mud to enable vehicles 
Drtoking their mid-day tea (tXls is 
Gurkha reading Urdu to a less rgrtun 
cannot read. 
Ment taking a ba 
frequency notwithstandi _ 
Gurkha MP directing traffic' 
The white officer wiih dark 
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Cameraman o... E£l"»H.WRIGHT. 
Story AIR BOMBING OF CASSINO. 
Location CASSINO6 ITALY. 
h ̂ H i t m i i i-r t m 4 H •} i i -H-H-HW-HHH 

I covered the first raid of the day as per attached sheet. But due 
due to very violent evasive action on the part of the pilot could not 
obtain more than 30ft of the actual bombing, however, as most of the 
bombs fell outside the town, ifc doesn't matter. I then went to a 
Piper Cub airfield and borrowed a Cub for the afternoon from which I 
filmed the very heavy artillery barrage also dive bombing attacks 
on town and abbey. 

There is a short coverage of bombing up, crews at plane and dough-nuts 
at end of mission. 
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and only 
Today I was the first war/Correspondent to enter t 
town of Cassino during its capture by the New Zea 
and Indians. When I left the town there were only/t 
or three isolated pockets of resistance to be over 
consisting of-Odd German mac 
cleaned out during the night I am convinced. The to 
is completely devasted by the colossal air/&ohbing 
and artillery shelling to which it has bde^jBut^act 
and due to the odd German machine gunner€\it ̂eag^zio 
prudent to expose myself too much to .-cj,imb UP Njjn. to 
of the heaps of rubble with a view ytp-r^btai 
general views of the desolation, 
under mortar fire which I filmed 
just short of my camera posity 
as I could and caught some 
in front of me, trying t 
positions held by the Ne 
road going to the town I 
being laid to cover up the 
down Boute 6 it should be 
dust trails of the 
Unfortuneately I 

during the last bomb 
advised you./X-J3a con] 
descriptio 
While I wa 

I was 
ely it wajs 
my way t 

falling 
the town, and 

On my way do 
age of smoke shells 

which were rolling 
possible to see the 

tering the smoke screen 
02% my 6 inch lens (and 2 
id I covered, and which I 

erably hampered in covereag 
one lens (and one camera). 

own a small patrole erne in to a jpost 
to report t\e ̂aoa^tion of one of the German machine gun 
posts, I was^&cedent while the man gave his report, then 
he asked for a drink of water, after which he said 
had hit him in the back while he was coming in, a mgdica^ 
orderly pulled up his shirt and disclosed a shrapnel wour.d, 
I asked them if they would come outside to dress the woutid 
so that I could get a picture, they agreed, so, although 
the scene was 'staged' for the camera the event is 
story. It is just typical of the fortitude of theseimagnificent 

Abbey Hill, capturing the Abbey, as I write this and wil 
subject of another story. Tanks (American) played a veryjimpor 
part in the capture of the town and the pictures I J;ook 
and today shown something of what these tank boys have t 

FOOTAGE CAMERA 
SPEED 

LIGHT LENS 
IND, COND USED 

the town as far 

a mountai:i 

have 
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ii.679/4/2 (contd. ), 

Boll 1. 

foreground"8 Sh°ts uf the first wave'of boribers. Including men in 

Bonbs^exploding and the town being obliterated by the smoke and did;. 

Repeat of last roll, with the exception of 50' shot on 6" lens, 
panning ̂ 1^8 with a 'stick of busting bombs on eneqy outposts'. 
%% + r, shot, panning slowly along the bursting bombs, last 
fnii" f , m men looking at bombing to the Cassino valley 
lull uf smoke and dust, 

IZZtkslllT ™d IfeW Zealaid «*««. looking up at bombers 

Cameraman: 
Story: 
Location: 
Length: 
Date: 

A.679/4/3 

Sgt, Jessoman. 
Bombing of Cassino 
Cassino 
100 ft. 
15.3.44. 

"M FILuI UNIT. 
DOHJ SHEET 

P-0 

.ifter weeks of waiting for the correct weather conditions, 

a2%JZ^Zbe '̂ a°COrdl,,g to pla"- Flrat ^ 
iS'Sh ^™™tcry HiU pri°r to 
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Cameraman; 
Story; 
Date: 
Location: 
Length; 

P. Wyand. 
Attack on Cassino. 
15th March, 
Cassino, Italy. 
l,60u ft. f 

B.4.28/Dlcc2. General Cannon, U.S. Air Corps discusses plana of pperatign 
with Allied Vvar Chiefs. 
General views of Cassino, • • 
Bombing of town by Mitchells and Ports (Various lenses). 
Shots of, planes. 
Follow shots of bombs dropping (unable to show them leaving 
piano, as they were released right overhead). 
Bombing, tilt up to plane. 
Bombing. 
Artillery barrage and smoke screen is layed as last 
bombing attack is made. 
artillery barragef 

ABMY FUJI UNIT. 
DOPE SHEET 

Cameraman; 
Story: 
Location; 
Length: 
Date: 

Sgt.Ifeyer. 
Infantry moving into position, 
Anzio Bridgehead. 
200 ft. 
14th March, 1944. 

A 

A.679/1/1 This Btn. were Sqjiong the first troops who made the pr^g4-na|. 
landing at ^nzio. 
Movement of infantry by daylight is possible only in wgoded 
areas, and the following roles show a section of the alove 
moving into position. 

Roll 1, 
L.o. in single file a .Section moves f©rH?ard under cover pf 
trees. 
L.S. Same different angle. > v . 
L.S, Same troops take up extended order, 
L.o. Section moves, passed camera in 'extended order. 

Boll 2. 
«§r 

L.S. Mortar team (2") set up ready for defence of wood, 
M.S. Same - but different angle. 
L.o. Bren gtanners and Rifleman take up defensive position* 
C.S. Rifleirfan lights cigarette whilst waiting for Section 
Leader's orders. 
C.o. Sgt. looks through brush for signs of enemy movement* 
C.S. Rifleman relaxing with a big sight of relief. 

— 

ABMY FIIM UNIT. 
DOPE SHEET 

Cameraman: 
. Story: 

Location; 
length: 

Da-te; ' 

/• 

Sgt. Wootton. s /£, . 
Shelling and bombing of Cassino. 
Cassino. 
300 ft.' ' . 
15.» 3.44* 

A. 679/1/2 Roll 1. Shows 1st, 2nd and 3rd v/a.ve of bombers attacking Cassino 
on Monastery Hill'. • 
Roll 2. 6"' shots of bonbing including' oncoming planes and firs* ' 
phase of shelling. 
Roll 3. 25 pdrs. batterv (Indian Div. ) in ~ —^i-SSssino. 

W.2U3/20.3. ' : " 
% ^ j 
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Gene raisin: 
Story: 
Location: 
Length: 
Date: 

A. 679/1/3 

Cameraman: 
Story: 
Date: 

,1.679/4/1 
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'iiKLijf FHivi UNIT. 
DOai SHEET 

Sgt. W. Jordan. 
Cassino. 
Cassino. 
400 ft. 
5th March# 1944. 

Soon after the booking of Cassino our infantry attacked the strong 
points around the town, weapons of all kinds were used to drive 
the Hun from his well dug in positions. 

Roll 1. Men of aNew Zealand Infantry Coy. man handle their 
six pounder anti-tank gun into position in front of Cassino. 

Soil 2. A six pounder anti tank gun (New Zealand) in action 
firing H.E. into Spandau positions on the hillside behind Cassino* 
The Germans return the fire the shells landing close to the New 
Zealand"-gun. position. 

Roll 3. (a) Firing ata fast rate of fire the Anti-Tank Gun puts 
as much as Hi2. into the German positions as is possible in the 
shortest possible, time#.' 

(b> Captured outside Cassino a German 75 mm, gun is" 
made good us$: of Dy the New Zealanders, who use up the ammunition 
the Germans had kindly left behind. 

Roll 4. The infantry attack and advance towards the town under 
cover of the smoke screep from our.shelling driving the Germans 
out ofutheir forward positions with Bren gun and rifle fire. 

AEKY Pllivi UNIT 
DUPE SHEET 

Sgt. Jordan. 
Bombing of Cassino. 
15.3.44. 

MX) 

Roll 1 
Various shots, of bombing. 
Roll 2 \ /. ... r 
Various shots of bombing. 
Roll 3 
Various shots,of bombing. 

ARMY :Hlit UNIT. 
DOBj SHEET 

Cameraman; 
Story: 
Location: 
Length: 
Date: 

Day 

Bombing of Cassino and surrounding enemy positions. 
-Sam liichele 
30.0 ft. 

"15th inarch, 1944. —........ 

A.679/4/2 1% this stage of tb* 'bombing of Cassino' not only the town itself 
concentrated upon, but .also-in. surrounding positions, held by tr~ 
enemy. As wave after wave of bombers attacked from a high Ivel, 
the smoke gradually,spread and become thicker, blotting out the'town 

_ of ca»=±nc almost completely." In the first 2 rolls, medium bombers 
were useu. Roll No. 3 > shows. the bombs .. from the heavy bombers 
flying at £"tagk. altitude. 

OVEV... 


