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Telephone No.: EUSton 4321. Extn.74* MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, 
Telegrams :—"M1NIFORM, LONDON." 

In any furt££J*£ommunication on this subject 

the following reference should be quoted :— 

* '147/17. 

Your reference: 

MALET STREET, 

LONDON, W.C.I. 

14th June, 1%4. 

Dear Stagg, 

The enclosed "hand-outs" entitled 
"INVASION HKHIGHISNO. 1 AND NO. II* 
may prove useful as commentary guidance, 
and I will forward any further "dcpe" 
which may be issued from time to time. 

Tours sincerely, 

E. T. ADAMS, 
Newsreel Section. 

J. Stagg Esq., 
British Paramount News, 
School Road, 

N. W. 10. 
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INVASION HIGHLIGHTS - I. 

ma ELAN 

PlcJis for landings on the European Continent were prepared "by a British 
General vhc was appointed in March 1943. He was assisted by . an American. General 

as  ̂ by 

THE NAVIES 

In the initial stages of the' operations, over 4,000 ships, with the addition 
of several thousand smaller craft, were engaged, These comprised ships of the 
Royal Navy, United States Navy, the Canadian and Australian Navies, and the 
French, Greek, Dutch., Polish aiid Norvregi an Naviest 

Participating in these operations, are 1,000 merchant ships manned by 
50,000 volunteers, J 

In the total Allied Naval Forces engaged there are.more officers and men than 
there were m the Royal Navy at the commencement of the war. 

Two hundred Allied minesweepers, without which the Naval Forces could not 
operate, are at work in the Channel. They carry 10,000 officers and men, 2,800 
tons of mine-sweeping gear, and almost 70 miles of sweep wire. 

The bombarding force brought well over 600 guns, ranging from 16-inch to 
Vmch, to bear on enemy targets, firing at a rate of 2,000 tons every 10 minutes. 

Targets up to 8 miles inland were reduced by accurate naval gunfire, 
Destroyers have been operating at little over one mile offshore, and one dropped 
anchor at 2,000 yards' and continued the bombardment from there, 

About 50̂  of the smaller types of landing craft are manned by Royal Marines, 
who alsô man the guns in flakships, and man one in every four of the guns in 
battleships and cruisers. They are also with the first artillery to land. 

Small 83-foot cutters of the Coast Guard Rescue Flotilla with both task 
forces have rescued at least 444 troops and sailors from drov/iiing, 

THE ARMIES 

A senior staff oificer has described the administrative, task involved in the 
preparation for invasion as being equivalent to that of moving the populations of 
two of the biggest cities in the United Kingdom, transporting them across the sea, 
and making arrangements for their,food, ammunition, petrol, and all their domestic 
amenities, in addition to their fighting needs, 

% 

The task of water—proofing allied invasion vehicles and tanks occupied the 
whole steel sheet rolling capacity of the industries of Britain - 280 factories. 
Enough steel plates wore fitted to vehicles to lay an armoured road from London to 
Berlin. Some 250 lorries were engaged for 8 weeks in transporting the material 
from factories to R,A. 0,C, depots; each lorry covered the ordinary mileage of a 
year in those two months, The R,A,0,C, had the task of receiving, assembling and 
issuing 500,000 components to some 5,000 different depots,# 

THE AIR FORCES 

Announcing the Allied landing in France on 6th June, Mr, Churchill said; 
"The Anglo-American Allies are sustained by about 11,000 firstline aircraft"..,.. 

Between 1st June and the night of 6th June, the Allied Air Forces flew 
31,000 sorties. 

During the night of 5/6th June, 1,300 aircraft of R.A.F. Bomber Command 
dropped we'll over 5,000 tons of high explosives on 10 coastal batteries in France, 



During the sar.io night, more than 1,000 troop carriers and gliders of the 
9th U.S.iL.ii.F, and the R,A,F, flew paratroops and airborne infantry into the zone 
of operations. The machines formed a train 9 aircraft rri.de and 200 miles long. 
Less than 2% of the transports which took part in the initial operations was 
lost. 

Between midnight and 8 a.m. of 6th, more than 10>000 tons of bombs fell in 
the coastal areas of Northern Pranoe, During the first 24 hours of the invasion, 
3-5 - 20,000 tons of bombs were dropped, and at least 30,000 Allied airmen wore in 
the air over Europe in this period. 

On D, Day, only 1 railway bridges and 5 road bridges between Paris and the 
sea were left standing; between Rouen and Paris, every railway bridge had been 
destroyed, Altogether, 25 railway and 9 road bridges across the Seine had been 
put out of action through air attack by 7th June, 

Between dawn of 6th June and midday of 8th June, Allied aircraft had flown 
about 27,000 individual missions. In that period, 176 eneiry aircraft had been 
destroyed in the air, Allied losses were 289 aircraft, including types 
Qxcept gliders. 
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Geman prisoners taken in the fighting in Nomandy now total 10,000. 
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THE AIR FORCES 

Between 7th March and D-Da.y, the Allied Expeditionary'' Forces, R._i,F. Boriber 
Command and the 8th U.S.A.A.F. together made 87,900 sorties and dropped 32,600 tons 
of bombs on most of the 82 main railway centres between the Vosges and the Belgian 
frontier. When the .Lilies landed in Normandy, 50 centres had been completely 
destroyed, 8 all but destroyed and 17 severely damaged; the whole of the railway 
network to the North and West of Paris was paralysed. 

Of the 12 heavy gun batteries along the invasion area of the French Channel 
Coast, 5 had been wiped out*by D-Day and 7 so badly damaged that they could take 
little, if any, part in the battle; to accomplish this, 4,4-00 tons of bombs had been 
dropped, mostly by Marauders in daylight and R.A.F. heavy bombers at night. 

In the course of 1,700 sorties, some 600,000 lb. of bombs and 3,500 rocket 
projectiles were discharged against enemy radar and radio installations with the 
result that, on D-Day, 21 of these installations were unserviceable. 

From 5th to 8th June, more than 32,000 sorties were flown by all the Allied 
Air Forces together. 

By 11th June, all the bridges over the Seine between Paris and the Sea were 
known to be down. 

During the first 6 days after the Allied landing, the 9th U.S.A.A.F. flew more 
than 13,000 sorties, and more than 5,800 tons of bombs were dropped on all types 
of targets in and around the battle zone; fighter-bombers alone bit more than ' 
800 different objectives. Well over 1,000 individual missions were flown by gth 
U.S,A.A.F, troop-dor riora and gliders. In those operations, tho 9th U.S.A.A.F. 
lost 112 aircraft, excluding gliders, and destroyed 40 enerry aircraft over the 
Channel and the bcachhoads. 


