
THE GRAND ASSAULT 

lf44 sealed the fate of both Germany and Japan# 

y®ara of Preparation we shattered the v. 
3 ffall in the weet and Carried the outer defences* 

of the enemy 1# the asnub Far East. 

sia gave the #ehrmaoht the severest mantling it 
t had • 

The defeat of Germany before iHtimautumn rail la 
st certain to be the splendid harvest of 1944. 

Viewing the vast accumulation of war material over the 

countryside In the early months of 1944 wiseacres maintained 

their op&alonthat there would be no second Fron$. in 

their view Mlmf wmiLufrom factories on both sides of-

the Atlantic was no more than a colossal bluff, designed 

to pin down Gennan forces in the west, while Russia 

defeated the Gormon^army in the east, mil TlTjfiit 

A a e r i e a  " t b e  •  enemy la the wst. Nevertheless all 

who were not over cleyer knew that the "M^ng gpfltatlon of the 

second Front was ^ ̂  ̂  

ever knew that 
&>*» V r . 

wing to on oi*K 



Called, from Italy to take up a more important command. 

Gen. Montgomery reminded iiie doubters that intensified 

bombing, such, as was then being carried out, had preceded 

the invasion of Italy. 

The Italian front had ceased to be of major importance. 

This mountain country was obviously no rapid way to 

Berlin. Yet the bombing of Cassino Monastery, though 

little affecting the war in general, did provide spectacle 

never 2 B 4gottn. 

Not to be outdone, Nature served up a still finer-

spectacle in the eruption of Vesuvius. 

Russia by this time more a d t measure o t Gem an 

Army. Fighting over scorched earth a nearly insuperably dif±clt 
war 
umia o long kmunications, t Soviet forces liberated Kharkov 

7 Leningrad, attacking at many points on a front o 2,000 miles. 

B4 t year ended t Red Aimy was in E. Prussia, d capturd t 
4 

oilfields of Ploesti, 7 stood on t highroad Vienna. 

in Moscow t Master Race was forced 2 bite t Russian dust. 

Summoned, to kference aew came t P.M.s o t Dominions. 

T senior partners o t Commonwealth e 2gthr as t hour o 

t Grand Assault came near. 

T RAF now did t incredible by intensifying its ary 
f ' * 

well-nigh overwhelming attacks. 
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insuperably difficult war of long communications, the 

Soviet forces had. liberated Kharkov -uia jfw uroololt, 

broke* the siege of Leningrad and Jcopl up the offensive 

*t many vital points along a front of 2,000 miles. 

•JFgwJfche ileli- Ukraineof the soviet Union, -the 

enemy was flung out, KieV, capital of the Uk: 

Republic, raised its bettered head as a free 

Eve. 

th THAT.B then mill 4WV 

3^ 

here on the lopCg line of retreat the Germans destroyed/ 

5®fore the year ended the Red Army was in -Riga, otood on the 
(/ 

East Prussia, captured the Til owing oilfields of 

Ploesti and stood at the gates of Budapest and Vienna, 

In Moscow the Master ^ace was forced to bite the Russian 

Oust* 

Summoned to conference, now came the Prime Ministers 

of the Dominions. The senior partners of the British 

Commonwealth came together as the hour of attack approached. 

jmiuuwe indeed wwrw Maukwualw King, James curtain, Flair 

fiflratn "
nA H", m**—•• — 

ln/56whlng St* they taljsecfnbit only of the seoenrd 

Front but of the world after victory, for which the Brltkdi 

Comiiionwealth must be Ly pre] id* The hour had now 

revealed hlnpelf as a great driving fopce, 

personality. /teimoBhimlll 1X1 ons regretted fhat 

almost struck. Generalissimo Eisenhower - outstand ng 

example in histo/^ of the successful co-ordlnator of 

mixed armies 

a forthrj 

Britain rtas not to supply the supreme Commander, fctepti 

but falling that they knew/that there was no man undo" whom 

oua/armies would more wilJ&ngly #rve than Gen. Elsenhower, 

fspeech Sandhurst) 

The RAF now did the incredible by increasing its already 

overwhelming attacks. The U.S. airforce joined in* Night 

and day the allied alrforues paralysed the enemy In 

preparation for what was so soon to come. 

Title on D-Day 
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It was four years sinoe Dunkirk. The tide was now flowing 

the other way. The medley of little diips that brought the 

aimy baok from France gave plaee to a vest fleet of 

vessels of design unheard of three years ago. The invasion 

fleet was under way. ̂ rt long laaV the^United tiatIons had 

st hazardous/of all embarked on 

the assault of a strongly 

other course. No/one in 

fo; 

le 

Litary enterprises, 

•tified coa«4t. There ^ras no 

High Command now believed tha; 

bombing alone opuld win. The Anglo^nadian-^merioan armies 

lad to be put @n a hostile shore and beat the enemy on/land; 

otherwise the war might go on till/ the resources of/mankind 

were exhaust*4-*nd civilisation inxruins, 

At far less than the expected cost the landing craft 

nosed in and the spearhead fought its way ashore, in this 

contest the Germans were not merely outfought, they were 

outwitted. Believing the landing was a bluff the enemy did 

not commit his forces till too late. Ruling out the 

possibility of landing in Holland, the time and place of 

the assault were admirably chosen. 

At the dictates of allied strategy 

German Army was confined between the sea, the seine and the 

Loire. Over those two large rlvers%ere' clown. 

o 

A 

enemy lin-i- doomed to 

severe defeat, /whille the British and Canadians 

pinned the enemy down on the left flank the Americans 

captured Cherbourg well ahead of schedule, A great port, 

soon to be repaired, was In allied hands. 

Visiting the front before the month was out Winston 

Churchill saw that the most hazardous part of the enterprise 

wastover. Bayou* wna te follow, 
Scarcely k , 

was the second Front establlshed/Mmm 

mmmmmmm there appeared over London a German aircraft of 

unusual design - suuu l^-be rcs©w»r~aaa#- ioo well,. as 

flying bomb* The long heralded secret weapon had arrived. 

Coxiyli^ a tea of eae^lostwjt caused immense damage, destroying 



in three short months an amount of property xceeding tt o 

t ft Blitz. 

T armed, forces rose 2 t occasion, spared fighter planes 

2 destroy t doodlebugs in t air, guns 2 shoot m down over 

bomb alley. 

London mm again evacuated t children. Nevertheless t 

secret weapon did not by so much as ten sees postpohe t 

hour o German defeat. 

Over in France t Allies1 gt need z now 4 more harbour 

space. Long 4seeing tt requirement Britain d designed 

2 prefab ports 7 t flow o supplies z kept up. 

V soon t Germans d lost t colossal total o half-a­

mi llion prisoners. T remnants o tr armies e fleeing 

across t Seine, pursued in t south 2 t Siegfried Line 

7 in t north 2 Antwerp 7 t Scheldt. 

On t way Brussels z liberated undamaged, acclaiming 

t British army m 8 t ecstatic fervour o a city miraculously 

freed. 

In kference at Quebec Allied leaders decided 2 

intensify t war gs Japan, now vulnerable 2 air attack. ' 

Already in t Pacific t Americans d gained tremendous 

triumphs. Most gratifying o all z t successfl invasion o 

t Philippines. 2 7 islands, defended three yrs ago with 

epic valou», t Americans fought tr way back. "I s return," 

vowed Ivlacarthur in t dark days, 7 return he did. 

On t western front t island o Walcheren still barrdbd 

t approaches 2 Antwerp. Tr z ng 4 it b direct assault. 

( all t advantages mfhp lay 8 t defence t British 7 Canadians 

carried it by storm. Tr heroism made Antwerp fully availabl 

as a port. (T next gt of fensv cd now B TftrcftiiiFi thoroly prepared. 
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lmmoliovr. —'— "" 

Not wholly successful, but ever memorable for its brave 

and brilliant execution, was the Rhineland attack of the 

allied airborne armies. It was an operation on an unpre­

cedented scale, and it sectored the enormous prize of the 

Nijmegan. Bridge, intact over the River Waal. 

The attack at Arnhem, to gain footing on the east of 

the Rhine, did not succeed. / Ground troops were unable to 

connect up and the heroic survivors of Arahem were 

recalled to safety./^Historians will not fail to do Juustice 

to their gallant bid for t&tal victory. 
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Splendidly anticipating the kplete triumph o t Free World 

z t (Liberation o Paris. It d long outraged t susceptibilities 

o all men o culture tt t barbarian sh occupy 7 handsm 

seat o learning 7 t arts. Now, t 4most Frenchman 2 keep 

faith unsullied z tr as head o t state, unruffled as A 

traitors' bullets vainly intruded on t triumphant scene. 

(ctf tr clg) Later t Capital o France acclaimed him who 

in good times 7 bad z always t true friend o France, Winston 

Churchill. 1 z among t jsplendid moments o. 1§44. Tt 

tremendous year did n bring Rplete victory, b it did c 

t enemy flung back 2 h own land, t liberation o gt parts 

o oppressed Europe, t birth o dazzling hope throughout 

t Free World, 


