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IWO J IMA CAPTURED 

(First Pictures) 

All Japanese resistance has ended on iwo Jima. Eight 

hundred ships and hundreds of landing craft bore down on 
£ 2S- /~r~ 

the tiny volcanic island in the Pacific ..only seven-

Tinndipnfl LaiuA-i'if b^/miles from Tokyo. It had to be taken 

by direct assault. There could be no by-passing of iwo 

Jima. From, distant aircraft-carriers hundreds of 

fighter-bombers had been pounding the island for two 

months. To attempt surprise would have been impossible. 
For one reason 

The Gibraltar of the Pacific was the last outer defence 

of Japan; for another, Jap fighter planes based on its 

airfield menaced the Super Flying Fortresses from the 

Marianas. The bombing was merciless and sustained. 
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(GV planes) Through curtains of ack-ack and swarms of 

fighters, battle-scatred plane sought their way back. 

Some of them crashed on the way. 

Keeping afloat in the heavy sea this particular pilot 

was rescued. Hundreds had no such good fortune. All 

this time American bombers and Naval artillery 

softening up the island, doing all possible to smooth the 

way for the Marines when the time came to invade. All 

knew it was to be the most desperate venture in the 

Pacific war so far.^/i'or TGrrtr-years -th-e 

for 111 lea Iwo Jima and all experience LewchWH th Trtntrina 

MmwthfhramnityninTmiiiBfiiiBTme-to capture small Itilu-iids—the—injca&ers 

ade-iThrguSE their own blood 



thousand hour 

went 

136 GAV) invasion barges carried the assault troops to 
n precipitous 
the southern tip of iwo Jima, under the slopes of 

Mount nafl. Suribachi and screened by smoke that the aircraft laid 

down. 

(3 out) 

(42 GV explosions) Suribachi rises almost sheer for 

six hundred feet, one reason why Iwo Jima is called the 

Gibraltar of the Pacific. Only by the bravest of the 

brave would such a fortress had been thought possible to 

storm. 

(2 out) 

(48 barges in) There was littlejp^otection for the men in the 

landing barges from the mortar fire that spat out at them 

from the hillside„ 3ou#L SiLfabaohi is plU L e d  w i t h  c a v esg 

4—&hiUunharmed through 73^4ays 

(one out) 

A caraoiuman wao among the dead WIIBU a shell liiL a man-

o'-wan iwo Jima is an extinct volcano no more than 

eight miles square, but large enough for two airfields 

and eminently fitted in every way to be a well-nigh 

impregnable fortress. Twenty two thousand Jpps 

garrisoned the island. There were no spots on the land­

ing beaches screened from their murderous fire. But 

the Marines went in. Morn t and died in the 
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Through tank observation slits cameramen filmed the 

advance as the Marines fought their way northwards. 

ernera catches soap dashing fo over. 
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Everything in the pillboxes, weapons included, was 

destroyed. It was n<bw safe for the transport ships to 

come close inshore. There were very few prisoners. 

Many Japs would rather die than become captives, an aim 

in which the Allies don't discourage them. Twenty five 

days after the first landing - twenty five days of the 

costliest fighting in the Marine's history - all resistance 

ended on More than twentyGone thousand Japs 

were killed 

The power aE 

in nf fnnr tihmnrnritV 

Vrilil nf t.hft tpfimfinrlrmR nasnnlt vmreri 

tfeouoandu ul1 iiniuilunu lTTi?^^. Iwo Jima, last big stepping 

stone to Japan, is i& American hands. 


