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Address by Brigadier General C. M. Thiele, Commandant, 
at the Opening of U. S. Army University, Shrivenham, 

England, 1 August 1965. 

General Lee, General Thompson, distinguished guests, members of 

uhe Staff and Faculty, and students. Today marks the birth of the U. S. 

.-ray University, Shrivenham, England, and I wish to officially welcome you 

to the institution. 

This university is unique. Thile the Army has always engaged in 

educational activities, they have been principally for the purpose of 

I. " instructing in the military art and science. The object of this University 

is to instruct in the higher levels of education normally reserved for our 

universities and colleges, both in the graduate and undergraduate fields.j 

To accomplish this end we have assembled a faculty of 214. members 

frou 100 different universities and colleges, representing practically 

every state in the Union. These gent]emen are not just educators; but are 

from the top levelsj and I think I may safely say that few institutions 

an bj'fter fitted than we are to instruct in the 250 courses we offer. 

132 of our faculty have been taken directly from our civilian institutions 

and I cannot speak too highly of the cooperation given us by 'uhe executives 

of those institutions in releasing such key personnel. The other 82 nbers 

ha'/e been drawn from the military, both enlisted and commissioned. Thuy 

aco, however-•, ally professors in disguise. 

Nut < nly have we planned carefully for the instruc: i.on of our 

students - but we have planned equally carefully for their welfare and 

recreation. We have assembled selected instructors in practically every 

sport, and the .-.rmy has furnished us with the best of athletic equipment. 

The Red Cross has established two excellent clubs and our Special Service 

Division is prepared to assist the student in occupying his spare time 

- 1 -



with tours or England, movies, plays and many other forms of recreation 

and amusement. 

tl ink it most fitting that at this time I pay tribute to those 

who, in the short space of two months, have made it possible for us to 

open on this d&ne. To the officers and men of our station complement who 

have organized and prepared Shrivenham Barracks for the housing, the 

feeding and the * ill-being of all our personnel. To our faculty who, in the 

shorter space of two week,, have organized and prepared 250 courses for the 

instruction of 3,616 students. And lest but not least, to our Britis. Allies 

who have placed tliis magnificent plant at our diercsal and who have 

cooperated so whole hoartedly in putting at our disposal personnel and 

facilities we could not provide from our own resources. 

And now just a word as man to man with our students. |_The Army 

is giving you 'opportunity* never before offered to members of our Armed 

Forces. Take full advantage of them, but do not abuse them. While you are 

here, you will be required to perform no military duties; your status will 

be that of a student and we wish to create the same atmosphere as exists on 

any of our university campuse*. j There will be no military formations 

excepting reveille, and that we are having in order to get you out of bed.^f 

There, are certain things, however, which I insist upon being 

observed. One is courtesy. There is nothing strange about that because 

courtesy is fcand both in the Army and out of the Army, ^e have a special 

form of courtesy in the ;rmy which is peculiar to us as soldiers, and that 

r viist ycu to «^rupa...cu&l.v for u.,a prauv^QG 

Anotier matter which I desiro to be observed is the matter of 

correct dress. In the free and easy atmosphere of a university there is 

on inclination to be equally free and easy in one's dress; however, we 
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wear a uniform and there is a prescribed manner in which that uniform must 

bo worn. I therefore request that you all pay particular attention + 

your appearance and that when you appear outside of your quarters, and are 

not engaged in sports, that you appear in the prescribed uniform worn as 

it should be. 

And once again, welcome to Shrivenham. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF TEE UNITED STATES 

"Brigadier General Paul T. Thompson, Chief of Information 

and Education, and the Commanding General, Staff, Faculty and 

Students of Army University Center Number 1. 

"Hearty congratulations to all concerned I I am confident 

that thousands of our American soldiers will take advantage of 

the splendid educational opportunities provided by the Army 

University Center." 

Harry S. Truman 
President. 
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TEXT OF CEHEML EISENHOWER'S STATEMENT 

TOg Brigadier General Paul ¥, Thompson,, Chief of the Information 
and Education Program, and to the Csmm&Mlag O-aneml, Staff* 
Faculty and, Student# of the Army %lversity Center #1, 

®The opening of the Shrivenha® University Center gives me an 
opportunity fco wish you evezy paesihle mce## * the educational 
coursee for American ee'idlers. It is a partlc-ula^yfeppy circumstance 
that the first of theme centers should start in the country of our 
great partner of the Allied Ezpodltioaary Force,, 

"This center will afford to individuale of this command an 
opportunity of participating in the Amy educational aystam on a 
university level. It will he a aoet valtmbl® feature la that, systemc 

sSo$8 of Americaf'» leading educators have 'been brought into 
service to fwthe r this program I feel confident that, if every 
student makes the momt of this opportunity he will retura to 
civilian life better educated and better isquinped for the future. 
Particularly will his understanding in ths International field he 
broadened and hie readiness to cope with world wide peace problems 
he immeasurably «harpsn«do 9 

(THAR3CRIEBD BY MAJO& TOMZT AFTER A TKLSPHDBB 
GOWBESATIOB WIO OOLOm }AITLT , GENERAL 
EISKNBOtfflR'S AlSK.) 
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Attending opening ceretsoniee of the U.S. Army University Center #e* I 
at 'hrlvenhsm, Berkshire, ere Lieutenent General John G.B. Lee, easosanding 
general, iheater Serviee Forces, European $heaters Brigadier General 
Claude M# Thiele, school commandants Brigadier General fanl %mpeon* 
chief, Infbraetion and jdmeatien ivision, uropean theater. Brigadier 
General S.G* Tindal% Military Attache, B.S, Wmwy, London# 

Guest* Includes bnerel Sir %aald F* Mem, B»rt, the Adjutant 
General to the forces, Hsbart %ooo* Srosvenor Plaee, London# General 
Sir Charles Benh**"Carter, ' hriverAsm, Berks | Kejw -General 0.9. Johnson, 
Ministry of Iaformaticn, ho Governor s Boose, Readings Brigidier General "overnor s HHHHHHH 
Cyrus L. Searcy, ommuamUng general, Centralised teohaleal 8 ehool, U.S. 
Array, Mr. Giles AUngtom, secretary, Oxford M iverslty Wave Courses, Oxford; 
Squadron Leader A.G. Boycott, chief Training Offleer, RAF Resettlement 
Centre, SAP, Sutadnghill Park, Br Aseot, Berks* 

\ v 

Ahe 30-piece band of the Mltehire ^eginent under the direction of 
Mr. fanes alrymple, furnished the military music. 

latest figures from the registration office showed that 3,(11 students 
had registered for #,#71 course hours. Included in this figure are SB S70 
officers, 14 nurses and # Sacs. %nk ranges from private to lieutenant* 
eolonel. $he average oducatiem for the students is one year of college. 

4# years. Most are combat awn oho are Their age rangoa from IB years to 46 yeai 
malting to return to the sited States* 

The section has ths greatest masher of stud eats with ?,8S8 
registered. Business administration course under this section 

is the highest single course With BBS students registered. 
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