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OPENING up WATSRLUU BRIDGE 

LY Herbert Morrison speaks 

"Chairman of the council, Mr. Mayor of Westminster, Mr. Mayor 
I of Lambeth, Zjadies and Gentlemen. I am very very glad this 

arming to open the new Waterloo Bridgg7and when I hare 
finished these very few w^rds I will proceed to cut the tape 
and declare the new Waterloo Bridge open, 

IMS CHANGE 

the demolition of the old historic Waterloo Bridge which had 
its great beauty and attraction 

SV Herbert Morrison:-

to the people of London and for admirters of ancient monuments 
was built by Bennie who was an engineer but an engineer who also 
functioned as an architect./jfce time came when Rennei's bridge 
became shaky and it had to be propped up. 1 There followed ten 
years of keen discussion argument and debate between equally 

sp sincere people as to what should be done about the bridge and 
-A finally after these ten or eleven years had past it was decided 

to demolish the old bridge which was narrow and which was 
difficult for navigation and to substitute a new one and the new 
one is now here?"~T 

LENS CHANGE 

SV Morrison:-

" very very little and I was a few yards from the bridge when 
a bomb came thr-ugh it nevertheless it stood up and it survivted 
and perhaps it is one of the most remarkable things in the 
history of nxfxxsx air warfare that our Thames' bridges 
survived the German assault. It is perhaps a testimony both 
to the efficiency of the air defence of Great Britain and to 
the inefficiency of field Marshall G">ering»s Nazi Airforce. 
Anyway..........." 

LV Morrison:-

"....to the council that I should be permitted to perform 
this opening ceremony and I am very glad that there are with 
me the former chairman of the highway committee Mr. south and 
the former chairman of the finance committee, iprd ]>tham who 

,were partners and collaborators with me in a great battle which 
±ai left no great wounds a battle which has now resulted 
in an almost universal aquiescenoe in"the view of the new" 
bridge is a fine bridge well worthy of the capital city of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations./Mr. Chairman I thank you 
for your kindly welcome and I will now proceed to cut the tape 
which signifies the official opening of the new Waterloo 
bridge. (applause )T"/ 


