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V/oodersgA, spo/tsman of the year, in the unfaiailijap^ 

cojafpany of sporting celebrities, Health Minister Aneurin 
y / y 

/Bevan accepts 

WOODCOCK SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR 

In the unfamiliar company of sporting celebrities, 

Health Minister Aneurin Sevan accepted the invitation of 

Sporting Record to present to Bruce Woodcock a trophy 

awarded him as the top Sportsman of the Year. Sydnj 

Wooderson was elected by Sporting Record rea^efs runner-up 

Kay Stammers was there; so were Freddj^Mi 11 s and 

MftWQgca? DJGfcdribb}- Toaeiy- WalkerChelsea; that prince 

of- f 1 ywisl^lrtrg^ingtH* Wildu; LuuiiiJt Tom WobiaUi, with 

and 
xxi Manager BroadriWf Tommy Walker, of Chelsea,/that 

prince of flyweL gti!t s Jimmie Wilde. Bruce Woodcock 

himself chatted with Kathrine Ryan and Stewart Granger, 

All prdsenlrwere top-notchers in sport or entertainment. 

Cartoonist Tom Webster had a word with Francis D^r . 
yZ ' 

To the. winner and runner-up of the Sporting Record, poll 

^ ^ ^ ~r*f?A>~oP<( tribute was paid by^Aneurin Be van. 



Prgy silence for Mr. Michael Chai rman 

LV. MR. N. Wardell of the Sport mg Record, 

I  am delighted to welcome so many distinguished representatives 

of British sports who are here to witness the presentation of the 

Sporting Record trophy to Bruce Woodcock, the sportsman of the 

year 1946. The award is a vote of confidence in Bruce Woodcock 

and a symbol of the hopes and good wishes of the public which 

he will carry with him in his coming battles. 

Lens change -  no picture 

SY I  know that I speak for everyone present when I  say how very 

rateful we are to Mr. Bevan (applause, Be van rises) Speaks :  

"Mr. Wardell, My Lords Ladies and Gentlemen, I  am here this 

evening not in my capacity as a warrior in a different kind of 

arena, but as Minister of Health, I  too congratulate two people 

who have won the esteem of the nation for their prowess, but not 

only for their prowess because men succeed in winning the 

admiration of their fellows not alone for their prowess. 

Lens change -  no picture 

SOU world are usually modest of demeanour and of good 

character, and are also gentle. j"l think we have here two people 

here this evening who have not only shown great physical jhrowess 

but at the same time have all the best qualities of the best 

kind of sportsman (Pan to Woodcock) and therefore I mast heartily 

congratulate them on their accomplishment's ~j - as Minister of 

Health, of course -  (Pan back to Bevan) I  am deeply concerned 

of the health and fitness of the population as a whole ,  and 

therefore I heartily falicitate the Sporting Record on this event 

but I  would like to take (Lens change -  no picture ) 
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^Spor t  does  not  cons is t  of  60  ,  000 spec ta tors ,  c  a t  ch in  g  inf luenza  

looking  a t  30  chaps  having  a  game.  I t  cons is t s  in  the  ac t ive  

par t ic ipa t ion  in  the  spor t  i t  se l f  ,_J And I  th ink  there  i s  -  and I  

th ink  most  people  wi l l  agree  wi th  me -  there  i s  tendency 

to  emphas ise  the  spec ta tor  par t  of  the  spor t ing  l i fe  of  our  

na t ion  end too  l i t t l e  to  ac t ive  par t ic ipa t ion ,  in  the  spor t  i t  se l f .  

I  therefore  would  urge  the  youth  of  the  na t ion  to  g ive  fa r  more  

a t ten t ion  than  they  do  not  on ly  not  to  s tudy o ther  people f s  form 

but  to  acqui r ing  good form themselves .  I t  i s  therefore  wi th  the  

u tmost  p leasure  tha t  I  present  th i s  t rophy to  Mr.  Woodcock,  and  

hope  tha t  whe - n  he  wi l l  re turn  wi th  the  championship  (applauj  

jBevan g ives  Woodcock cup  

SV Woodcock speaks  -  Ladies  and  Gent lemen,  I  want  to  thank you very  

much for  the  very  grea t  honour .  I  assure  I  would  have  been  yards  

behind  Sydney Woodersen  in  the  vote  as  I  thought  I  was .  Anyway I  

wish  h im the  bes t  of  luck ,  and  I  th ink  he  should  have  had  i t  

ra ther  than  me.  Anyway,  I  would  l ike  to  say  the  bes t  

wishes  of  the  publ  c  in  a t tempt ing  to  ga in  the  wor ld  championship  

for  England.  Thank you very  much.  (Woodcock s i t s  down amids t  

applause)  J  

SOU Sydney Wooderson  (applause)  -  I  would  l ike  to  congra tu la te  

Bruce Woodcock very heartily on being the sportsman of the year -

an honour  which  I  know he  wel l  deserves .  I  should  l ike  to  wish  

h im wel l  in  h is  fu ture  f ights  (applause  -  Wo oder  son  s i t s  down 

amids t  applause)  

LauseT^ 


