
THE FETE OF 'liiE WEAVERS 

At Knenifr 

In the heart of the Zaian country there is witnessed each year 
tne picturesque fete of tne weavers. Each year the weavers 
display before the Kasbah the best of their work, cushions and 
carpets for which Khenifra is famous. 

There is pretence in the ritual dances of the crafts as for 
example this dance of tne cushions, whose remote origin perhaps 
originated in the first days that women first placed tneir 
needles. 

There is pretence also in the most prof an e dances, so to speak, 
long famous in French territories overseas, which is okay 
by the women of Africa and the Orient. The costumes change, 
but the gestures and attitudes remain the same throughout these 
latitudes. Today is the fete of Khenifra and for one whole day 
the weavers forsake their labours - Tomorrow they will recommence 
their work and their agile fingers will once again resume the 
marvellous weaving of the Zaian country. 
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2.- Fdte des tissorands 

IChoriifru, au ooeur du Pays Zaiari, a vu coone chaque annuo so 
durouler la pitt ores que f§te dos Tissorands. 

Coo.no chaque annee, les tisserands avaiont apporte dovant la 
xasbak le neilleur do lours travaux, oos tapis et ces coussins qui 
font la renonpee do Khenifra ... Journee do f §te .., Pretexto aussi 
u. cos danses rituellos dos metiers, conne cette danse dos coussins, 
(tlontj l'origino,Xenonte peut-6tre aux proniers jours ou los fences 
priroiit r» aigmie ... 

Pr€-texte aussi a des danses plus profanes, si 1'011 pout dire, 
dont la renonnee a depuis longtenps franciii les oers ... Et aux-
quelles so conplaisont les fences do 1'Afrique et do VOrient. 
£e costune change, nais les gestes, les attidtudes restont les 
ndnes, sous bion des latitudes ... 

Aujourd'hui c'est fSte, a Khenifra, et les tisserands out 
dolaisse pour un jour lours netiers ... Denain les retrouvera a 
1'ouvrage, et lours doigts agiles rocounenceront a tissor cos 
norvoilles du pays Zaian ... 
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