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TWO KIDNAPPED SOLDIERS 

Hostages for Condemned Jews 

Jerusalem, July -12 (Palcor1 Agency). 
Two British soldiers were kidnapped on Saturday by members of the 

Irgun Zvai Leumi, as hostages for the throe condemned Jews. The 
following official details are given: Two men were walking with a Jewish 
friend who is described as a clerk, near the Cafe Rimon in Nathania, 
when a car drove up and a number of armed Jews jumped out. The N.C.O.s 
ore civilian clothes and, together with their Jewish friend, they were 

dragged inside the car. It is believed that the two N.C.O.s were 
chloroformed and one of them was struck on the head while struggling. 
The Jew was blindfolded. 

After driving for some time, the statement says, the Jew was told 
to get out of the car and he left under the guard of two captors while 
the taxi with the two Britons,drove away. After some time the car 
returned and the Jew was closely questioned whether he really was a 
Jew. When the kidnappers were satisfied that this was so, he was 
pushed into the car again and driven to an orange grove where - still 
blindfolded - he was bound to a tree and told not to move until dawn. 

The local Council of the Nathan!a Township has appealed to all 
inhabitants to assist in the search for the kidnapped men and their 
liberation. Haganah has been called out in the Nathania district and 
is engaged In active search operations. 

The Kidnapped 

The names and employment of the kidnapped men aie not yet officially 
released, but it is learnt that both are Sergeants in the Intelligence 
Service which explains the fact that they were wearing civilian clothes. 
Their Jewish companion was Abraham Weinberg,a clerk in the Military 
Leave Camp at Nathania, with whom they had spent the evening in a cafe. 

The Mayor of Nathania, Mr. Benami ,was twice summoned during 
the day by Commander of the District, Brigadier Moore ,and was informed 
that the whole population might be "inconvenienced5' by measures 
necessary, if the two kidnapped/m§2'd not return immediately. Searches 
are going on throughout the area and many settlements have been 
cordoned off. However, so far no results have boon achieved. The 
Jewish Mayor, in a statement to the population,says that kidnapping 
endangers the last chance for a reprieve of the three men who have 
been condemned to death. 

THREAT OF MARTIAL LAW 

Haganah1s Difficulties 

Jerusalem, July 15 (Palcor Agency). 
Large-scale Army searches were going on throughout the day in 

various localities near Nathania, the most thorough being carried on 
in the Sharon valley and including the settlements of Yehudah, Tel Zur 
and Beth Yehoshua. 

P.T.O. 
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A later message states that the army intend to declare Nathania 
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Emergency Supplies 
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POLICE RAID FACTORY IN TEL-AVIV 

Jerusalem, July 11 (Palcor Agency). 

siisspimsssr 
Police Report Ridiculed 

SPElPEllil, 
WORKERS RELEASED 

Jerusalem, July 12 (Palcor Agency). 
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15,000 JE./'S UNDER MiRTIaL LA./ 

Nathanya Declared A Controlled Area 

Jerusalem, July 14 (Paloor Agency). 
The search for the "LWO kidnapped British N.C.O's having proVed un­

availing,the Nathanya area has been declared a "controlled area" 
(Martial Law area) beginning from 7 o'clock this evening. The 
official communique issued gives as a reason for the action not only the kid-
iaoping but recites a number of other incidents in that .-.roa. it recalls that 
on the 29th December, 1946,a British officer was kidnapped and flogged; on 
the 1st March, .1947, three vehicles were blown up and military camps at Beith 
Lid and Kfar Yona were attacked with mortars and small arms fire; on the 18th 
A-oril, 1947, an Army Medical Station was attacked, the sentry murdered and the 
m-edioal inspection room blown upj on April 20th, 1947 six soldiers were injured 
when the cine-ma in a convalescent home ./as blovm up, and on ouly 12th two 
f'i wC.O's ere kidnapped. The communique says tnat iiartial Law was imposed "to 
facilitate a thorough searcii of tne area and prevent further activities oi 
the :;ature enumerated above." 

The area under Martial Law comprises about six square miles and the 
main Jewish settlements within it are fiamath Tiomkin, Havaoleth Ha shiron, 
Givat Sh.api.ra, Avi-Chail and Beith Yitzchak. It may be no tea that the term 
now employed by the Aruy is "Controlled Area" according to the amonckiant to 
the Emergency Regulations oub.l i.shed a few months ago. This, however, is only 

_ change of name as de facte it is still Marti--tl Law. 

Town Cut Off 

Jerusalem, July 15.(Paicor Agency). 
The imposition of Martial Law started with the troops of the First 

Guard Brigadt^fiProimded Nathanya in a loose cordon for the last 26 hours, 
movin.' inl' closing the cordon by erecting barbed wire fences round the area's 
perimeter. A strict road and house curfew is onforcod, there are no buses, no 
telephones and no telegraph; all civil courts except the Coroner's have .eun 
closed and a military court has beun installed. There will be no newspapers 
until the curfew is lilted. 

During the last hours before.tho ourfew the cattle was moved into the 
town and sufficient flour for a fortnight's broad supply was provided. Tho 
Municipality, as well -8 the citizens,were getting rtady for a orolongud siege 
but there was no panic in buying. 

Last Appeal 

The Army calls this action "Oper.t on Tiger" and tho Mayor of Nathanya, 
Tr. Benami, terms it "collective ounishment." In a last minute appeal to the 
Si\ Commissioner, the Mayor telograpnod; "I am making this last appeal to you 
not to imnoso collective punishment on the majority of tnu population on whose 
behalf I ™ave all humanly possible assistance to find clues uo discover the 
two"kidnapped British N.C.O's. Jartial Law will antagonise the whole community, 
qnd I pray that you will avoid such disaster." . 



EttLCOE BULLED IN 

- 2 -
16th July, 1947. 

The Town Clerk of Nathanya, ex-British Army Major 'Menachem Arkin, who 
was once Military Mayor of Tripoli, told local journalists: "Putting the whole 
ooLmunity under such a strain vril ..not hexp the British in finding the two 
kidnapped men. The population is not alarmed» They fowl th--t this citing will 
also pass like so much else wo have stood. It is just one . ioro experience in 

our history." 

The. allegation that th objective of the imposition of Martial Law was 
collective punishment was strenuously dunj i at a press conference at the 
army Head Quarters in Tel-Aviv to-night The jolo intention, it was stated, was 
to find the two kidnapped men. 

^ Civil Affairs advisory Gounoil has boon set up, comprising representatives 
of the army, British Government officials and the Jewish District Oiiicer who are 
provided with special passes allowing them in and out of the controlled area, 
journalists are allowed into the area' only when accompanied by a conducting 

officer. 

Kid-apr cd IT.0.0 Oroide Besieged area 

The Mayor of Mathanya, Mr - Benami. to-day told the military authorities 
that he had definite information that the two kidnapped British sergeants were 
nJt within the gealed-off area but "at some fortified place elsewhere." 

from six o'clock onwards, troops augmented by arab Legionaries carried 
nut 6c aching operations over the entire ar,a, whilst the population oi 1^,000 
in a^i around Nathanya is still bosi^ed since curfew was imposed at 7 p.m./act 
night. It is hoped that they will bo permitted to lu^ve their ho os ior a lew 

hours early to-morrow for shopping. 

xiounry-jjo tVnd Arrest'.' 

Durinr the searches all men up to Jhe age of 45 were rounded up at 
thro, interrogation points where they were subjected to the lost minute inspec­
tion, several of them being declined for further questioning. While snopkeepcrs 
had to open their premises for close searches inside, no goods, not even loou, 

were allowed to be purchased. 

It is now officially reported that eleven wanted men, among them one 
"top-ranking" leader and sixt^-oight euopeote, wore arrested as resulu of 
screening of 1,224 people at Nathanya todday, It is stat.d that hall oi the 

cordoned area has been searched. 

The official reports from the beleaguered area are somewhat dramatic 
rind unusually dotailed." Only half-an-hour after announcing the arrwst oi 
"elevo "wanted men", among them ono "top-ranking", the official announcement h^s 
been amended to read as follow . "Fifteen wanted men have oeen arrested among 
them two top ranking and one second-grade," whatever that may mean. 

Thr official announcements arO being taken with grain of sa,_l and 

wouli have remained in the area. The statement by Mayor B.nami that ne knew 
th .t •' h> kidnapped men were not i:i the area is generally bell /ea. 

I The latest official figures say that the number of suspected men arrested 
in Wtha^ya is 66, but that they "included" the fifteen "wanteu men" wno were 
arrested and among them there ar, still "two ton-rankers and ono bocond-graaer . 


