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DON ROPER 

Arsenal clinch 
Roper deal 

A FTER weeks of negotiation 
.Donald Roper Southampton 

outside-right, was transferred to 
ATsenal yesterday. The fee wag 
noT disclosed (writes Charles 
Buchan). 

At the same time Tony Rudkin, 
the outside-left for whom Arsenal 
paid Peterborough £1,800 last 
January, has signed for Southamp­
ton, where he joins Curtis to make 
a new left-wing. 

I have a shrewd suspicion that 
very little money changed hands 
during the deals. Curtis and Rud­
kin, plus a small sum for Roper, 
seems a reasonable exchange. 

Will it be Langton ? 
During the close season Arsenal 

have parted with two outside-lefts, 
the other being Calverley to 
Preston. AsDsms_Compton will 
IgyaHab1s_faL. the opening 

.- — -.angton, 
international winger ? 

Leyton Orient have signed on two 
more new players, making a total of 
12 during the close season. Latest 
captures are M. Morrison, 22-year-old 
goalkeeper from Luton, and A. 
Grundby, wing-half-back from Hor-
den Colliery, Co. Durham. 

Johnny Jordan, Grays Athletic in-
side-right, and Pat Edelston, Wimble­
don centre-forward, have joined 
Sutton United, the Athenian League 
club. 

Jordan was reserve for England v. 
Wales and Ireland in last year's 
amateur international games. 

Nottingham Forest made a profit 
last season of £2,919. 

Roper Signs For Arsenal 

Bill 

** 
, ' JACK MILLIGAN 

Roper 



Arsenal Secure 
Roper And 
Let Rudkin Go 
T)ON ROPER, Southampton 

outside-right, was yester­
day transferred to Arsenal, 
who, in turn, transferred 
Thomas Rudkin, outside-left, 
toSolithampton. ~ 
""Rudkin, signed from Peter­
borough last season, joins George 
Curtis, whom Arsenal transferred 
for £0,000 on Saturday. No fees 
for yesterday's double transactions 
have been divulged. : 

Ley ton Orient signed two more > 
new players, making a total of 12 ' 
during the close season. The latest 
are Murdo Morrison, 22, goalkeeper, 
from Luton, and Arnold Grundby, 
wing half-back, from Horden Col­
liery, Durham. 

George Poland, former Welsh in­
ternational goalkeeper, has signed 
for Lovell's Athletic. He has played 
for Liverpool, Cardiff and Wrex­
ham. 

Roper signed 
at last 

By ROY PESKETT 

AFTER weeks of negotiations, 
Don Roper, the tall two-footed 

Southampton forward, became an 
Arsenal player yesterday. 

The fee has not been disclosed, 
but I can say it is about £12,000— 
highest sum paid by Arsenal since 
Bryn Jones joined the club nine' years 
ago. 

The transfer takes a weight off the 
mind of Arsenal's secretary-manager. 
Tom Whittaker. who will be glad of 
journey's end Apart from hours spent 
in behind-the-scenes discussion, he 
has mpde 11 trips to Southampton to 
get the player's signature 

It is not certain that Roper will 
play at outside right, his -usual posi­
tion. Maybe he'll play inside tu 
MacPherson. inside left to Denis 
Compton or Vallance, or even outside 
left. MacPherson. who has played in 
every forward position, may also be 
experimented with during the second 
Arsenal trial on Saturday 

Southampton, who on Saturday 
signed George Curtis for £8,000, yes-
terdav signed Tom Rudkin. the outside 
left secured by Arsenal from Peter­
borough last winter. 

Leyton Orient have brought their 
total of players signed in the close 
season to 12 by securing Murdo Mor­
rison, • 22-year-old goalkeeper from 
Luton Town, and Arnold Grundby, 
wing half-back from Horden Colliery 
Durham. 
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iHE SIGNED 
I IN CAFE 
e T>ON ROPER, Southampton's 

goal - getting outside right, 
signed for Arsenal in a little cafe 

t close to Highbury yesterday, and 
t becomes part of a £50,000 forward 
1 line that Tom Whittaker hopes 

will put Arsenal back on top of 
i the Soccer world. 
1 Roper did not even go into /the 

Arsenal offices or ground, but was 
met by Mr. Whittaker with the 
necessary forms, writes Frank Butler. 
Tom Rudkin, Arsenal left-winger 
signed from Peterborough last 
season, was yesterday transferred to 
Southampton, where he joins his 
ex-Arsenal colleague. Curtis, signed 
for £9,000. 

The signing of Roper ends one of 
the most " delicate" transfer deals 
for years. The Arsenal manager 
made more than a dozen visits to 
Southampton. Bill Dodgin, of 
Southampton, made nearly as mam-
trips to London. 

Arsenal are Keeping the transfer 
fee secret, but it is estimated at 
around £11,000. 
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Tommy Lowrie, 19. who has been 
Plavino as an amateur for Troon 
Atnietic. 

DON ROPER GOES 
VOUNG Donald Roper'e am* 

fulflHed°yesterday" ArSenal wa8 

After weeks of " the most com­
plicated negotiations you can 
V£2,9}Ile. " Arsenal manager Tom 
whittaker completed the five-
figure deal which brings South­
ampton's star winger to High­
bury at last 

SO DOES RUDKIN 
) SOUTHAMPTON, ambitious, as 
• I ~ manager Bill Dodgin says, 

to provide thoughtful and con­
structive football.-' bought from 
Arsenal in a straight cash deal 
the promising winger from Peter­
borough. Thomas Rudkln 

He will join at the Dell 
a former team-mate in George 
Curtis, sold to Southampton 
over the week-end. 

BRENTFORD TO BUY 
DRENTFORD, who still have one 
*'_of 'he smallest professional 
staffs In the League, hope to sign 
two new forwards within the next 
few days 

A- H. Gibbons. England inter­
national bought from Bradford, 
has completed his signing 

BRIEFLY . . . 
(• EORGE POLAND. Cardiff's 
, ' Welsh international goal-

has Joined Lovell'e 

Latest captures by Leyton 
Orient who have now signed 
twelve newcomers are Murdo 
Morrison goalkeeper from Luton 
and half-back Arnold Grundbv'. 
trom Harden Colliery. 

JOHN THOMPSON. 
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DERBY LINE-UP "UNKNOWN" 

WITH £15,500 STEEL 
Oakes Opens For Plymouth At 42 

By CLIFFORD WEBB 
"y^7TLLIE STEEL (22), Soccer's Golden Boy—he cost Derby 

County £15,500—makes his debut in English football 
tomorrow. John Oakes (42), who played Soccer before 
Steel was born and went from Charlton on a free transfer, 
begins a tough Second Division assignment with Plymouth. 

Just one of the many kick-off contrasts. Steel is inside-left 
to McGill, comparative " unknown" who played four games 
for County last season on the wing. Broome and Carter renew 
the right-wing partnership, and burly Jack Stamps is in the 
middle. 

Oakes is centre-half in an Argyle 
side, which includes four other 
newcomers—Ratcliffe, right - back 
from Wolves, and three forwards, 
Albert Hall (Tottenham), Maurice 
Tadman (Charlton) and Knight 
(Leeds). 

Southampton start with both the 
ex-Arsenal players who figured in 
the exchange deal for Don Roper— 
Curtis, inside-right, and Rudkin, 
outside-left. 

Roper, of course, appears on 
Arsenal's right in a line that reads: 
Roper, Logie, Lewis, Rooke, 
McPherson. 

Personally, I am pleased Arsenal 
are putting Macaulay in the half­
back line. It is undoubtedly his 
best position and there are few 
wing-halves in the four home coun­
tries superior to the red-headed 
Scot when he is in top gear. Dr. 
O'Flanagan, despite rumours, has 
again signed as an amateur for 
Arsenal. 

Wolves Remoulded 
Never scared of remoulding a 

team, Wolves push Smyth, the 
Irishman they signed recently, 
straight into the League eleven at 
inside-left. Brice,' from Luton, is 
the centre-half, and at left-back is 
Shorthouse, a young Midlands-born 
player who figured in Wolves' 

Central' League side last season 
either at back or half-back. 

I think big-occasion Jitters cost 
Wolves the title around March-
April last season. If this can be 
cured. . . . .Well, there are enough 
good players at Molineux to win 
everything except the Boat Race. 

A practice match hat-trick by 
George Edwards earns him the 
inside-right berth for Aston Villa 
at Grimsby, with GofRn on the 
wing and the defence as last season. 

Cummings Again 
This means that long-service man 

George Cummings, at full-back, 
continues to hold his own against 
the up-and-coming youngsters. Ad­
vice to any new boy who may run 
up against George this season: 
Don't let the lack of hair and the 
lazy-looking action deceive you, 
sonny. 

And so over to St. Andrew's, 
where Birmingham City,.plagued by 
injuries in 1946-47, are still suffer­
ing. They have seven casualties, 
but hope Jennings and Harris will 
be fit. 

Leicester Ctiy have picked one 
recruit, Haines (Swansea), who is 
at left-half, and have Hernon, 
whose sole appearance was in the 
last game of last season, at inside-
left. 
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A new training device for Arsenal players is this shooting box. 
The end wall consists of strips of timber from which the ball 

returns at varying angles 
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Casualty lists— 
the kick-off 

HARD GROUNDS' SOCCER TOLL 
By ROY PESKETT 

THE hard grounds have added unexpected difficulties 
to the task of some managers and directors respon­

sible for choosing teams to take part in tomorrow's Foot­
ball League kick-off. They find themselves with lists of 
injured before a ball has been kicked, except at practice. 

Players have not only suffered injuries in falling on the 
concrete-like pitches, but some have blistered feet, and a well-
''nown club manager told me yesterday : " If this weather lasts I 

<pect a record number of early season injuries. I shall count 
myself lucky if my players only graze themselves tomorrow." 
Following Chelsea's announce­

ment that centre forward Lawton 
would be out of their team at 
Blackpool, West Ham yesterday 
notified two changes for the visit 
to Bradford after the team had been 
chosen. 

They lose both their wing halves. 
Cater (right half) hurt a knee during 
practice, and Moroney (left half), 
signed from Cork, is badly affected by 
blistered feet (partly due to new 
boots), and does not feel fit enough 
for the opening 

before 

Birmingham's manager, Mr. Harry 
Storer, himself only just recovering 
from illness, reports a lengthy bill 
of injuries Six men are out of 
action, including Hall, who broke his 
arm in a trial match. 
Stoke City may be without Jock 

Kirton. their captain, for the three 
opening matches. After straining an 
ankle tendon he broke down in train­

ing yesterday, and Frank Mountford 
takes his place at left half at Bolton 

Chesterfield. meeting promoted 
Cardiff City at Ninian Park, will be 
without Oliver outside right (ankle 
injury), and Howsam. centre forward 
(sprained muscle). and Newport 
County, at Reading, will be without 
Carr. Shergold. and Hamwill 

Der;by County's full-strength team 
against Huddersfleld will include 
Willie Steel, the Scottish international 
inside left who cost them football's 
record fee of £15.500 

Arsenal (home to Sunderland) have 
solved their forward difficulty by play­
ing the recruit Roper at outside right 
and MacPherson on the left wing. 
Lewis, who has been showing plenty of 
punch m the trial matches, is to be 
centre forward with Logie and Rooke 
on either side. Macau'ay is at right 
half 

Teams for tomorrow 
ARSENAL (v Sunderland) : Swindin ; 

Scott, Barnes ; Macaulay. Fields, Mercer : 
Roper Logie Lewis Rooke. McPherson 

SUNDERLAND : Mapson ; Stelling. Hud-
sell : Housam. Hall. Wright ; Duns. Robin­
son Whitelum. Lloyd. Burbanks 

CHARLTON (v. Sheffield (J.) : Bartram ; 
Croker. Shreeve : Johnson, Phipps. Revel 1 ; 
Hurst. Fenton. Welsh. McCrae. Duffy 

BRENTFORD (at Fulham) : Crozier ; 
Munro, Oliver; Moore. Latimer or Manley, 
Paterson ; Dougal. Stewart. Gibbons. Daw­
son Gallego 

WEST HAM (at Bradford) : Gregory ; 
Yeomanson. Forde ; Corbett. Banner, Walker ; 
Woodgate. Parsons. Neary. Wright. Bain-
bridge 

LEYTON ORIENT (v Palace) : Tolliday ; 
Brown, Ritson ; Waller. Sales. Stroud ; 
Chapman. Skelton. Hunt. Naylor. Pullen. 

CRYSTAL PALACE : Graham ; Harding. 
Dawes: J Lewis. Bassett. Reece : Robson. 
Mycock. Kurz. Russell. G Lewis 

QUEEN'S PARK R. (v. Norwich) : Allen ; 
Dudley. Jefferson ; Powell. Smith. Heath ; 
Hartburn, McEwan. Durrant. Hatton. Pat-
tison. 


