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PARATROOPS WILL TRY 

OUT SECRET IDEAS 
Arnhem men in air-land test 

NEWS CHRONICLE REPORTER 

SECOND of a series of combined operations which will eventually bring the Navy, Army 
and R.A.P. into the closest working partnership, using the latest developments in 

equipment, tactics and technique, will take place In southern England on September 
22 and 23. It will be known as Operation Longstop. 

The Navy and the R.A.F. have already carried out combined exercises. Now it is 
the turn of the R.A.F. and the Army. Large-scale manoeuvres involving all three Services 

~ - will be planned in detail 
when the results of this exer
cise have been examined by 
experts. 

If the weather is,Suitable the 
exercise will open^Jn the evening 
of September 22, when aircraft 
will drop about 700 men, with 
guns, jeepg and supplies, to cap
ture the airfield at Netheravon, 

Next morning a parachute bat
talion with guns, supplies and 
equipment will land, supported 
by glider-borne reinforcements. 

Sixty-two Dakota troop trans
ports, 20 Halifaxes and 20 Yorks 
will carry the men and their 
fighting equipment. 

Still secret 
It Is hoped to drop the men from 

much lower altitudes than before— 
probably under 500ft. 

The time during which they are 
exposed to enemy fire while In the 
air is being scaled down to a 
minimum. 

Many of these new devices and 
methods of paratroop assault are 
Still on the secret list. 

Among the first paratroops to 
land will be many members of the 
famous " Red Devils" brigade, 
heroes of Arnhem and the Rhine. 

The second phase at Brize Nor
ton, Oxfordshire, on the afternoon 
of September 23, will include the 
landing, in York aircraft, of R.A.F. 
staffs to prepare the airfield for the 
reception of supplies and equi 

j ment arriving by air. 
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