
RGYAL DESTINY 

When to  the t iuke and Suohess  of  York a  g i r l  was born 

27 years  ago no bel ls  rang out ,  no crowds cheered.  None 

knew that  here  was our  future  Queen.  And so i t  was,  the chi ld  

ry CWhad the enormous advantage of  a  quiet  upbringing,  

s lowly came into the royal  picture;  j  thaugh^ui te  ear ly ,  

as  a t  the wedding of  1edy ^ay Cambridge,  when the Princess  

was seven,  the beginnings of  a  dis t inct ive personal i ty  

were apparent  the—etiooorning oyo.  



From her  Scott ish mother she inheri ted the cai im nerves 

which are a  priceless gif t  in public  l i fe .  Andy recognising 

in the little girl a true daughter of a Bowes-Lyon?/in tiifi iia 

welcomed her  with affect ion whenever she went  north of  the 

Border.  But  with such notable exceptions as  the Si lver  

Jubilee her  early l i fe  was guided through quiet  channels  

by her  wise parents .  kj?rincess Elizabeth was ten -  the a l l -

imp or  tan tyears  of early childhood behind her  /^Aen her  

father  became KingT"T""she and ner  l i t t le  sTstgA^ -  a chi ld 

s t i l l  -  mace with the King aaad Queen an ideal ly happy 

family.  

In the next  ten years  -  perhaps the most  eventful  our 

country had ever  known -  the Princess grew into womanhood.  

The public  f i rs t  became sharply aware of  her  ,  

^ t  the t ime of  her  father 's  Coronation/"^ The rap of  the 

projected tour of  Canada exci ted her  interest ,  though 

she was not  old enough to accompany her  parents .  As 

and •  J*i A!!ocu i.  ARGXIFGY waved good-bye,  mapy knew that  the 
UKtxAJ- / — 

sands of^peace were running out^ yPor nearly s ix years  

af terwards the country was a t  mm war.  In that  t ime -

jLa ' ' 'dJM' «l 
maturing years  fe# Princess Elizabeth -  she was at f irst  

too young to take an act ive part .  But  a t  16,  when she became 

ColT^mmrnWrnf of  the Grenadiers ,  there was evident^!  

a dawning sense of  responsibi l i ty,  handed 

down from Victoria ,  through George V and her  own father .  

D 



-2-  G(_ 

t lxf ("IranrWIi nuna,—r.n ior,  f i  M  ^ , j  M] | T )  ghonod that 
~72e 
^m£ dignity was naturally he^ not cultivated and assumed 

to order.  

As sson as she was old enough the Princess served in the ATS, 

learning to drive as conscientiously as if  i t  were her 

job in l ife.  She was nearly 19 when she appeared on 

the balcony on Victory Day, and was already taking a 

large part  in royal duties.  -1 i  n mnltt l  w.b t l i  jugh oho 
. . .  

mnli '-Pfl  hnr »rr>yQl dootiny. ^Engagements jmrnc less military 

now. Wales conferred an honour^ rarely accorded outside 

i ts  boundaries;  at  the National Eistedfodd the Princess 

was made a bard. 

At Balmoral,  in the summer of 1946, the King entertained 

Gen. Eisenhower aid his wife.  No one could that day 

foresee that,  at  much the same t ime, she would become 

Queen, he be elected President,  nf fl ip Tlii i t iuil  j -batoo. Soon 

afterwards,  at  the wedding of Lady Patricia Mountbatten, 

she was escorted by a young naval officez^^Ww@k-j:he 

nn + irnn hnfl  rrn+ 1 fif  TT1 t i l lH t  Y\ " T1 iV*T1 nr n Philip -  l ike 

herself a great-great grandchild of Victoria .^#055 j f  ̂  

Princesses went with the King and Queen to South Africa 
there would soon be 

i t  was rumoured that/a royal engagement.  

annmanfflBtiro On that tour Princess Elisabeth celebrated 

her 21st birthday and recorded there her dedication to 

Britain and the Commonwealth.  

Soon after ttre-^roya 1 return the royal engagement was 

announced. In November,  that year,  they married; the 

most romantic royal wedding since Victoria 's .  
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To Malta Princess Elizabeth went to celebrate their second 

wedding anniversary, after the Duke had returned to the 

Navy. They were two young people very much in love. 



After  Pr incess  Anne 's  chr is tening pic tures  were  taken 

a t  the  Palace  of  the  royal  four  generat ions .  The King 

was convalescing af ter  a  ser ious  operat ion when Canada 

was  toured by the  Pr incess  and Duke.  The senior  Dominion 

welcomed them no less  fervent ly  than,  12 years  before ,  

i t  had received the  King and Queen,  i t  was new,  thr i l l ing,  

an educat ion for  an in te l l igent  woman on the  threshold  

of  her  royal  des t iny.  

There  was  a  joyous  in ter lude a t  Washington -  a  sor t  of  promise  

of  what  a .a i t s  her  Majes ty  i f  she  should  v is i t  America  

again .  Diplomacy has  no subst i tu te  for  the  warm-hear ted 

unders tanding generated by a  royal  v is i t .  Another  tour  

was p lanned,  th is  t ime to  Austra las ia ;  but  in  Kenya the  

Pr incess  learned that  the  King was  dead;  she  herse l f  the  Queen 

Anrftrnmmwrp^rapftiiriifirhanimfaiyrrirhhimmfflmnimriffrhmrnirriiyrrimHirjirntiiimitririmyritimitflmmPitargamrfamqim 

And now,  upl i f ted  by the  Coronat ion,  the  hear ts  of  her  myriad 
/So 

subjects  icy  ma ny ja  r t s  of  the  world  go out  in  loyal ty  

and deep affection to Queen Elizabeth 11. 
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