
XHR2S FACT SHEET 

This la the first public demonstration of the Sikorsky 2HB2S transport helicopter, 

which initially wee announced on 10 September 1953 by General Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr., 

Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

The XHR2S la a twin-engine, single-rotor helicopter comparable in size to the 

Douglas DCS twin-engine transport. 

Two Pratt & Whitney R2800 aircraft engines, similar to those which powered the 

Corsair and F47 Thunderbolt fighters of lorId ler II, ere slung outboard of 

the fuselage on short wing stubs. 

Power from both engines is transmitted to the five-blade main rotor end the email 

tall rotor, both of which fold for eesy handling eboerd aircraft oarriera and 

orderly etowage on the hangar decks. 

The oleen lines of the ehip are revealed in flight with the main landing geer 

retracted. The XHR2S la believed to be the flret helicopter ever built with 

retractable lending geer, a feature which contributes greatly to a top epeed of 

well over 150 milea an hour. 

For instrument flight in bed weether the XHR2S carries an eu tome tic pilot and 

anti-icing equipment. 

In hie speech of 10 September, General Shepherd announced that the 2HR2S "will 

carry two combat aasault a quad — that is, about 86 fully equipped men.* 

The new transport helicopter, designed end built to sstlsfy Marine Corps require-

ments, is e prime example of the development of Marine equipment through Bevy 

sources. 

The U.S. Army has shorn interest in the future employment of the XHB2S end has 

contributed financially to the program. 

- USMC -
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