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POPE's CORONATION ^ANNIVERSARY 

Vatican City,  March 11,  1956 :  

Pope Pius XII,  spir i tual  leader of nearly one-fif th the world 's  people,  

was the center  yesterday of a  colorful  ceremony honoring the 17th 

Anniversary of His Coronation.  
Si lver  t rumpets and rousing cheers heralded His entrance into StwPeter 's  

SsfH&xx Basi l ica.  
Last  week,  on March 2nd,  the head of the Roman Catholic Church observed 
the double anniversary of his  80th bir thday and his  elect ion to St .  Peter  s  

throne.  
The Pontif ical  Mass and a  cappella in St .  Peter 's  Basi l ica was th highlight  

here.  Eugene Cardinal  Tisserant ,  french-born dean of the College of 
Cardinals ,  is  off iciat ing at  the high papal  al tar  that  r ises direct ly above the 
spot  where St .  Peter  was buried.  About 24 other cardinal  princes of the 

Church are part icipat ing.  
The cappella was preceded by a  gl i t ter ing procession in which cardinals ,  
archbishops,  bishops and other high prelates of the Church accompanied 
t je  Pontiff  up the broad center  aisle  of the Basi l ica to the Papal  al tar .  
The Pope was carr ied in his  portable throne.  He took his  place on a  throne 

placed temporari ly at  the s ide of the pontif ical  a l tar .  
Special  missions representing the governments and heads of some 40 countries 
at tended to honor the Pontiff  who has devoted much of his  energies to the 

cause of peace.  
There were also the diplomats of 45 embassies and legations accredited 

to the Vatican,  besides special  missions.  
Others here to honor the Pontiff  on his  Coronation Anniversary included 
heads of rel igious orders from all  parts  of the world and thousands of 

members of those orders.  
The coronation celebrat ion,  normally held every year on a  lesser  scale in 
the Vatican's  Sis  t ine Chapel ,  is  the f i rs t  being held in three years.  
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