
GRAMD NATIONAL 1956 

There was every prospect that it would be a Royal Grand 

National. The Queen Mother, here with her Majesty and 

the princess, had two horses running, Devon Loch and M'as-

Tu-Vu. What an unforgettable day it would be if one of 

them could land the most coveted prize in pteeplecha sing. 

Obviously enjoying himself hugely was Mr. Malenkov, 

seeing at close quarters both Devon Loch andjthe the Royal 

second string,M'as-Tu-Vu. There were 27 ^heryunners, 

/the well-gmS^4ippykin /or exampleJ,*os^iiliiiiliiii. riders 

were ambitiom to win for themselves. Early Mist, 12-stone-2 

and Royal Tan, 12-stone-l,carried top weights. 

They were the only two previous Grand National winners in 

the field. Heavy betting tlso supported Carey's Cottage, 

Muet, Sundew and Devon Loch& but like all Grand Nationals 

it looked an open race. 

29 runners were expected to come under ota rter^ ofders. 

RoyaJ. hopes rested m inly, on Devon Loch, for M'as-Tu-Vn 

is not an ideal Aintre^^f^Only the strongest can 

expect to make two eircuits of this most formidable course. 

Br. Marsh very skil/fully got the big field away. JThe—^ 

^runners had 4-and-a-ha).f-miles in frontjof them and » 30 

jumps. 

The very first fence was fatal to Must, the grey^High 

Guard, Reverend ^rince and Early Mist. 

Over the second Armorial, Domata, Eagle Lodge and uevon 

Loch were well up# 
1 y j  . ^ ^ 

Ju®p No.-3 was the Irish-trained Mm No Response, 

G. Einnegan up - or rather down. 

Armorial and Sundew led at the fourth which was the last 

jump for Marriner's $og. 

Armorial was Sir st over jump No.-5, the one before the 

famous and much dreaded Bechers Brook. 



Surprisingly enough Beckers exacted no toll the first tira. 

round• Armorial, Domata, Eagle Lodge, Gentle Moya and 

Devon Looh all pounded on towards the seventh jump. 

After no.-7 comes the Canal Turn, where the course takes 

an almost right-anglef Wittfty quite a feat of balance for 

horse and rider. \ At Valentines Brook) Armorial, Sundew 

and Eagle Lodge were going spleddidly> 

/ 0 // — // 
prWged a casuity^7 but Armoria 1, E.S.B., and 

Eagle Lodge pLed the field No * 11. Doma ta said 

goodbye to the race here. 

No. 12; almost every juhp was t icking toll now f  ^Armorial 

was beginning to look every inch a winner. A seve#-

year-old he carried 10~stone-10 and to all appearances 

had all the stamina his backers couldm He ran 

on, with his beautiful action, in tfiat appeared to be 

a commanding lead over the 14th. He was still ahead of 

Sundew, Eagle Lodge, Ontray and Key Royal over ther/ehair. 

' Only one jump remained in the first circuit of the course, 

the W^ter -Jump, 

It was a very much thinned field that Armorial led on 

the second time round. Sundew, E.S. B., Bagle Lodge 

and Devon Loch were still in the running; all of them 

safely over jump 17. 

Now it wa-s Bechers for the second time. Sundew fell, 

Armorial, Devon Loch, Eagle Lodge, E.S.B. and Gentle 

Moya got over well. 

-Sto—M—ii 'Ami i Pippykin was now out of it. 

Now the Canal Turn again. 



Valentines: the pattern of the race unchanged. 

One after Valentines Armorial fell*#. So did Much Obliged. 
TP-

left Devon Loch in the lead, Eagle Lodge, E.S.B., 

<4 

Ontryy and Gentle Moya hopefully following. All 

safely got oger (jo. 28 and there was Devon Loch, running 

as though he knew he carried the colours of the Queen 

Mother. 

Yes, it seemed as tihough nothing could stop Devon Loch. ^ 

j rt Just that run in of 484 yards,' long 

enough to often in the past. 13 Devon 

was well ahead of E.S.B., }A great roar came up from all 

over Aintree; it was going ^ be a victory for the Q.ueen 

Mother. 

T$e incredible happened. The horse^skidded^almost at 

the post. Devon Loch had failed. The Grand imtionaL 

was a present for E.S.B. 

The gallant ma re' ' 'Gentle Moya was seoond / 12-year-old 

Royal Tan %Qird. What a cruel disappointment in the 

Royal Box,^what tragedy for Richard Francis, the defeated 

rider. 

Mrs. Leonard Carver led in E.S.B. 

David Dick rode a wonderful race, but the Grand National 

of 1956 will always be remembered for the tragic lapse 

of the Q,ueen Mother's unlucky horse, Devon Loch. 
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