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a? The se  aer ia l  p ic tures  taken a t  Tanglwai ,  in  Mew Zealand,  t e l l  the  t ragic  

s tory  of  the  te r r ib le  ra i lway disas ter  that  c louded a  Nat ions '  re jo ic ing. ,  

The n ight  express  f rom Wel l ington to  Auckland was  carrying passengers  -

(eager  to  ca tch the i r  _£irs t  g l impse of  the  Queen)  when the  br idge oyer  the  

Yiangaehu River  (weajpned ty  f lood waters)  col lapsed -  hur t l ing the  packed 

coaches  to  des t ruct ion 

Then nws 'of  the  t ragedy reached the  neares t  towns,  volunteers  were  

rushed to  the  scene,  to  <nmb the  r iver  banks  in  an anxious  search for  

s u r  v i v o r  s -  " "  

S t re tcher-bearers  brought ,  in  pathet ic  remains  .mmdmrnmrnm •«u>uuu»a»«M*-v 

The to ta l  death-rol l  i s  bel ieved to  be  136. . .  

ueen 's  concern  ibr  fee  bereaved was  a  source  of  much comfor t ,  as  the  

fr lmd^ Minis ter  of  New Zealand expressed the  Nat ion 's  sympathy 

nod the Duke of Edinburgh flew with Mr Holland to attend a mass funeral 

of  twenty-one unident i f ied  vic t ims -  held  in  Karor l  Cemetery ,  , ' e l l ington. .  . .  

I l l s  Hoyal  Highness  la id  a  wreath  of  roses ,  Hydrangeas  and arum l i l ies  -

simply inscr ibed "From El izabeth  R.  and the  Duke of  f fdinbur^i"  a  tokff i  of  

Royal  sympathy. . .  

Aft&r,sards  the  Duke spoke to  gr ieving re la t ives  -  br inging comfbr t  and 

encouragement  in  thei r  i r reparable  loss^r  

J-~.—-zbe disaster - one of the worst in railway history - is thoû it to have 
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been caused by a. mlouni*  »jni r  Liuu - .which re leased mil l ions  of  tons  of  
/v  A 

ice  and water  in to  the  r iver .  And to-day,  Tangiwai ,  a  Maori  word meaning 

" .Tai l ing Waters"  i s  the  symbol  of  a  Nat ion 's  gr ief  / 


