
Britain 's  third Atom Bomb explosion 12th January 54 
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In the Central  Australian desert ,  over four hundred miles from the aaaz 

nearest  town -  the stage was prepared for Britain 's  third atomic 

explosion.  

From the tfoomera sett lement came frequent lorry convoys,  bringing 

equipment and supplies to this  advance test ing.si te.  

More supplies i i Vj  were flown in by a six-day-a-week 

air l if t  -  and with them -  members of  the research s taff . . .  

lBxzzszgs%xfxdzaiaxzaa±iamdx&p*x3±ka%3 
-/c S3 

In charge of this  combined atom-test  (*» Aus t rai l#* had made a great  
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contribution) was Sir  71 111 an Penney, Britain 's  top scientist ,  who 

shelters under a bush hat  from the f ierce desert  h eat  ̂  

Nine months construction work was over.  The Bomb Tower stood ready.. .  

Delicate instruments were placed to record the spread and heat  of the 

deadly radiation,  and the effects of the explosion.  

During thAse preparations,  Mr Duncan Sandys,  the Minister  of Supply,  

paid a special  visi t  to the base -  known as Smu Field. . .  
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All  was ready -  but then,  m li  1  experts  had to wait  ten days for 

favourable weather .  Vo chances must be taken with drif t ing 

radio-active clouds.  Adelaide is  only tour hundred miles away.. .  

In an area where dust-storms are frequent -  the weather governs the date 

and t ime of the explosion^* 

Zero hour approaches.  Tense faces watch Hull1  " intuitu luv U'UBgfrts .  

Cameras focas on the lone Tower,  f i f teen miles away, soon to be the 

blast  centre.  Some of the specially-buil t  cameras wil l  f i lm close-ups at  

the rate of 100,000 exposures a second. 
,Vc^ ' <V — 

a„ '„,Ti,]w -tr i-vgn -  and f lashing l ights in the Master Control  Room indicate 

that  every piece of apparatus is  ready -  and in working orde^ 

And here i t  gpQsJ SOUND. 

Once again,  the familiar  mush -room cloud bil lows high overhead. ,  though 

we learn that  this was probably one of the smallest  atomic weapons.  
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T-.4.  _1 1  ( I I  r | ]  I I II  l i i  n 1  t  I- l i - * - )  were f ired through the centre of the 

. A*6 A 
r^dlo-active mess.•  
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At Zero Hour -  Sir  Gill iam Penney had inst inctively turned his back on 

the dazzling glare.  z 



Atom Bomb 

But after  making a careful  observation,  he waves a s ignal  that  will  send 

the news f lashing over the world to Britain.  
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And here 's  the explosion again -  from a closer range which makes the blast  

seem ever more horrifying 

The explosion was successful .  An4^_it  is  revealed*_that  valuable tBiazaart  

information l ias now been gained^ concerning the use of the weapon in the 

mili tary f ield,  as Britain keeps abreast  of the atomic age,  / 
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