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5th April 54 The Hydrogen Bomb 

Bniwetok Atoll - the mid-Pacific Proving grounds of the U.S. Atomic Energy 

Commission leaps into the news - with a force that has staggered mankind. 

It was here, in November 1952, on the tiny islandof Slugelab - that the 

first hydrogen bomb was explodedHoused in this building, the bomb 

became the greatest man-made force ever detonated. A cataclysmic blast 

wherein lies the destiny of the world - towards progress and peace or 

oblivion. 

^ Known as "Operation Ivy 7 these are the first pictures to reach your screen 

of the world's most awesome weapon. 

IIJ .  Far away in the Pacific, 

the Command Ship "Bstes" #,aits for zero hour^f .Yith every dial^B^^ 

synchronised with instruments on the fated island - the seconds tick away 

to a turning-point in history.M 

With incredible fury, the thermo-nuclear age is born. A tidal wave rooks 

-  anchored thirty-five miles away, and even jars the camera... 

_,ack on the island - a ball of fire - over three miles across - envelops 

land and sea. A fiery mass comparable to the heat of th (Tzaziz) sun's 

surface....  

In seconds -  the fireball erupts - to send a brooding radio-active cloud 

over twenty-five miles into the stratosphere^^ 

ohortiy alter the blast - helicopter crews leave the task force to check 

the first results of the explosion. Their mission was to fly in  and out 

at top speed - for within an hour -  poisonous radio-active <sh win be 

-ailing from WeC billowing nuclear cloud ^ftrf 

By now -  the deadly mass ha6 extended more thai 100 miles across the 

Pacific - spiralling up to twenty-five miles - an umbrella of doom. > 

Now baok to the control Boom - to film again - th.t first Hydrogen bfsst.^ 

IhAUtiVISS 
tn® "0' '  York  8ky-l l j ie  -  superimposed on that awful panorama of 

desolation. 

To-day -  the Island of JSiugel.b hfcs been wiped off the map - i,aTiDg ,  

orater 175 feet deep. The world has been aroused. The choice Is ours -

we must not fail. / 


