
bP 1" n 7 f 

Scotland: Air descu« for snowbound 21st  aan* 55 

yfn northern Scotland, the *JUF. STatloa, Kinloss, was one of the points 

from which "Operation Snowdrop? the great service airlift, was launched. 

With the minimum of delay, planes (including training craft) were taking 

off - lo a did with food and supplies, on tneir errand of mercy. 

Their route lay across th« moray Firth, to Caithness and Sutherland, 

inn 11 n n i fa itrt nostnfltir nmmV"° , wdere families, in isolated villages 

and crofts, had been cut off for days, by deep snowdrifts. 

And soon, life-giving supplies were dropping on to a white wilderness -

fodder for starving cattle - food and fuel for hardy Highland folk -

rUMs et . .  _  J 
some of whom were near starvation^ 

Farther north, at Wick, to. H.t. of up.ration "Snowdrop^-bysl «s*l 

helicopters from Lossiemouth, ..re being loaded with medical supplies and 

food. 

reusing only to re-fuel (often under emergency conditions) the pilots 

fie, mission after mission - frequently in dangerous flying weather.^ 

meanwhile, a floating rescue  headquarters, the Aircraft-Carrier "Glory" 

had raced northwards - carrying thousands of gallons of fuel to keep the 

helicopter airlift going. 

During the voyage, thousands of loaves had bean baked in the galleys -

another trttteg example of th/sSrvlce organisation 

If 
C] this mercy ua45rtekittg. M 

And so - against the background of frozen coastline - the helicopters 

kept up their shuttle service 

juring ths "*»<!.<• at ioBfcfl1*- J " _ >-

distressed areas - ' '  of fodder were, pushed out - a difficult as 

in planes ill-equipped for dropping operations. ^  ̂  

With the emergency largely over, the Mmbsl-O-SaAthnasa .ud -tfulM1' 

h.s echoed of the «ad.^l oo^per.tlon t«,t 

brought swift relief in toe* hour of need.^ 


