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Ashbourne: Shrovetide Football 25th Feb. 55 
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centre 
Derbyshire: In the peaceful market loacxxa of ashbourne, the shopkeepers 

greet their annual custom by boarding up the windows, i t 's the traditional 

game of Shrovetide football -  which, for countless generations. 
- <ltu**>sf- l,-f<ralty ^ 

has been^'splitting the town asunderl^r 

The cause of the trouble is a decorated leather ball,  filled with cork -
• • • • 

which is thrown to the rival teams from Shaw Croft -  a kind of village 
— 

green. Then -  once again, the centuries-old tussle between Upwards and 

Do&ILlflrds is on. 

In this free-for-all,  the "Henmore" (a l ittle brook that rmns through the 

town J gives the teams an icy reminder of their birth-qualifications. For 

those born north of the nenmore are the up'ards -  and south, the Down'ards 

By the way, the goals are three miles apart: you can kick.. handle or 

carry, and by tradition - all gpalscorers keep the ball 

During this match, the Down'ards scored -  so it  seems that long before 

Waterloo -  the battle of Shrovetide football was being won on the market 

streets of Ashbourne.J 

uutside Britain -  the season of self-denial is greeted by the traditional 

rre-i,enten carnivals, in San flgmo -  on the Italian Riviera, a two-hour 

procession of floral floats brought a welcome breath of Spring to the 

winter season* j  

xn Germany, too, from the tihineland to Bavaria -  the spirit of Carnival 

moved through the towns -  driving away, if only for a time, the zx± 

anxieties and tensions of the post-war world. ^ 

Belgium's contribution to surope's festival mood is the famous Carnival 

at Binche. 

vn this Shrove^#W*y»occasion, baskets of oranges replaced the flosers 
<2-

in tae parade;- they may not smell a». unuut but they make 3pEtttzx Juicy 

ammunition. / 


