
The Great Flood havoc 8th March 1955 
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Australia: 

-  a flood-tide of death and destruction converging on the Hunter 

River. This was the prelude to the tragedy and horror that swept 

down on the thriving town of Maitland, in wew couth Wales, bringing the 
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worst flood disaster in the^history, ^  ^ 

in the doomed town, the wewsreel camera seewrte pictures 

the grim drama of flood havoc. 
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The rushing waters i 'Jlljjfe hourly to engulf or wash away every toXXttiegx 
Ti*eifz. .  t /  

in fis» path.y 

Homes and personal possessions -  often representing tn« hard-earned 

savings of a l ife-time -  are~ te±n£xxx£xX lost and ruined in minutes 
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a tragedy such as this brings stories of heroism -  of 

who braved the swift-running waters^ (4 

to^save their fellow citizens 

rescuers 

Pn 
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area as 1vlg BWtias been claimed by flood water. 
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in tiaitland, the railway lines disappeared, and took refuge in 

signal- box. Then, even 4Emkm- last haveR, collapsed. The more 

m 

fortunate ones were left to swim for their l ives.J 

home Si These were once 

in th 

The weeeee rage on -  leaving J 

kT^fllgnt for survival.  
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l ife -  wild creatures clinging desperately to spo 

yj fee flotsam of 

we complete the 

foot-top MiB. 

The first rescue planes swoop low over the area -  and 

picture of human suffering -  as people cling to t  

.out If  flood disaster is swift,  relief -measures are^quickly organised 

Air iorca transports drop food and supplies to marooned vict 1ms 

The .army takes over the distribution of foofl and some families receive 
bread a * 

their first for days.^ 

So the work of rehabilitation goes on -  hnerted by a gift  of £25u,000 

from Britain and a #byal message of sympathy in Australia 's  deeetied trial 
by flood u.. f I —: *7- «* 


