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SIR* WINSTON CHURCHILL RESIGf lS .  ^  5/4 /65 .  

This  cou ld  wel l  be  a  p ic tu re  f rom your  g i l s to ry  book;  an  

even ing  In  London ,  In  the  spr ing  of  the  year .  S i r  Wins ton  

Church i l l ,  in  the  sash  of  the  Order  o f  the  Gar te r ,awal  t s  a t  

No.  10  the  a r r iva l  of  Her  Majes ty  the  Queen .  Her  majes ty ,  wi th  

the  Duke  o f  Edinburgh ,  was  d in ing  wi th  her  Pr ime Min is te r .  

beh ind  the  record ing  cameras ,  c rowds  packed  in  famous  Downing  

S t ree t  to  watch  and  cheer .  For  th i s ,  they  guessed ,  was  the  end  

of  an  e ra  

At  the  d inner ,  Her  Majes ty  had  herse l f  p roposed  the  toas t  of  

Her  f r lme  min is te r  an  oppor tun i ty ,  she  sa id ,  tha t  had  fa l l en  to  

few of  her  p redecessors .  And here  the  young  Queen  bade  fa rewel l  

to  the  grand  o ld  s ta tesman who had  se rved  her^  and  our  count ry^  so  

wel l  and  so  f a i th fu l ly  In  war^and  peac^X 

The company a t  th i s  h i s to r ic  d inner  bad  inc luded  Minis te r s  o f  

the  Crown,  l eaders  of  the  Oppos i t ion  ana  ^ i r  »n thony  

The  nex t  morn ing ,  S i r  " t i thony  went  to  Ho.  10  once  more  »  

fo r  the  f i n a l  mee t ing  of  the  f u l l  Cabine t  undef  S i r  " Ins ton  Church l l  

Al though  no  announcement  had  ye t  been  made ,  i t  was  expec ted  tha t  

th i s  day  the  r r lme  min is te r  would  o f fe r  h i s  res igna t ion  to  the  

Q u e e n ,  and  tha t  ^ i r  Anthony  would  b e  ca l led  upon  to  f i l l  h i s  p lace^  

In  the  a f te rnoon ,  her  Majes ty  re tu rned  to  Buckingham 

Pa lace  a f te r  fu l f i l l ing  a  roya l  engagement  In  Sheppe jy*" '  

And S i r  Wins ton  l e f t  h i s  o f f ic ia l  home, for  the  weekly  

aud ience  of  Pr ime  Min is te r  wi th  the  sovere ign .  S t i l l  no  

announcement  had  been  madeJ^but  the  c rowds  tha t  packed  the  rou te  

to  wave  and  cheer ,  knew tha t  th i s  was  a  day  in  h i s to ry .  He had  

been  Pr ime Minis te r  fo r  a  to ta l  of  near ly  n ine  yeors^  

Then  came the  announcement^^P 
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SIR WIKSTON CHURCHILL RLSIGI iS .  -  2  -  5 /4 /55 .  

i  S i r  Wins ton  Church i l l  had  re t i red  a f te r  f i f ty  years  in  the  

po l i t i ca l  a rena ,  though  he  s t i l l  remain*  a  " . ' ember  o f  Par l i ament .  

His  res igna t ion  comes  a t  a  t i r . ; e  when  Br i ta in  has  reached  new 

peaks  o f  p rosper i ty  and  the  wea l th  of  the  people  in  Nat iona l  

"av ings  i s  grea te r  than  ever  before .  Indus t ry  i s  th r iv ing  and  

expanding .^Ttee l  — near ly  a  mi l l ion  tons  increase  in  the  year^^  

Oi l  re f iner ies '  ou tpu t  up  on  the  year  by  one  and  a  ha l f  mi l l ion  

tons .  Gas  suppl ies  in  1954  four  per  cen t  up  on  1953 .  Siaeixi 

E lec t r ic i ty  consumpt ion^up  s#  e leven  per  cen t  —-  re f lec t ing  

increased  indus t r ia l  p roduc t ion .VMotor  ca r  p roduc t ion  up  by  

twenty- f ive  per  cen t  y# x  \ ( Cyc le  expor t s  twice  as  many as  in  1952 .  

Merchant  sh ipp ing  tonnage  the  h ighes t  ou tpu t  s ince  the  war  
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surp lus  of  four  hundred  and  th i r ty  th ree  mi l l ions ,  

S i r  Wins ton ' s  u hurch l l l ' s  unr iva l led  career  brought  these  

t r ibu tes  f rom the  zaz idaz  wor ld :  Pres iden t  Eisenhower :  The  f ree  
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wor ld  wi l l  con t inue  to  draw upon  the  exper ience  and  wisdom of  

S i r  Wins ton^  even  in  h i s  re t i rement»J French  Pres iden t  M.  Coty :  

France  un i tes  wi th  u rea t  ^ r i t a in  and  a l l  the  f ree  na t ions  to  

renew the  a f fec t iona te  homage  o f  her  admira t ion  and  g ra t i tude .  

Chance l lo r  Adenauer  o f  Germany:  I t  i s  one  of  S i r  Wins ton ' s  

r ea tes t  mer i t s  tha t  the  wes te rn  wor ld  i s  l iv ing  in  f reedom.  

And f rom the  people  o f  the  ^ r l t l sh  Commonweal th  o f  na t ions  — 

our very grateful thanks,for all you have done^ 


