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Although  the  Br i t i sh  Indus t r i e s  -Fa i r  f i r s t  removed  the  

abu t t e r s  f rom Br i t a in ' s  shop  windows  fo r ty  ye^ra  aeo ,  i t  was  no t  

un t i l  1955  tha t  i t  had  wha t  i s  known a s  an  o f f i c i a l  open ing .  Admira l  

Ea r l  "*0  n tba t t en  of  Burma  accep ted  the  inv i t a t ion  to  come to  London ' s  

f amous  Olympia ,  accompanied  by  Coun tess  iv loun tba t  t en ,  to  pe r fo rm tha t  

impor tan t  ce remony ,  ' i ' h l s  was  the  f i r s t  pub l i c  func t ion  under taken  

by  ^a r l  u l oun tba t t en  s ince  he  took  up  h i s  appo in tment  a s  F i r s t  Sea  

Lord .^  An a r t  f rom h i s  nava l  se rv ice ,  the  Admira l  has  t r ave l l ed  

ex tens ive ly ;  and  h i s  knowledge  o f  many  pa r t s  o f  the  wor ld  made  

h im a  pa r t i cu la r ly  su i t ab le  cho ice  fo r  the  occas lo r^^ lF  

Af te r  the  o f f i c i a l  ce remony ,  the  &ar l  and  u oun tess  made  a  

comprehens ive  tour  o f  the  Fa i r ,  And  the i r s  was  no t  mere ly  the  

conven t iona l ' ^  a  lk - round ."  x hey  wan ted  to  see  every th ing  and  they  

wan ted  to  know someth ing  abou t  eve ry th ing  they  

In  the  " r l t l sh  Clock  and  ""a tch  Indus t ry ,  i t  I s  obv ious  tha t  

the  p roduc t s  o f  our  mach ine -age^  can  cha l l enge  compar i son  wi th  

the  ingen ious  workmansh ip  o f  the  c ra f t smen  o f  days  gone  by .  

Here ' s  a  compar i son  be tween  the  o ld  pendu lum c lock  - - -  and  the  new 

F loa t ing  Ba lance  Suspens ion  tha t  works  f rom a l l  ang les^^  

Here ' s  the  smal les t  wr i s t -wa tch  compared  wi th  a  penny .  

The  London  end  o f  the  Br i t i sh  Indus t r i e s  Fa l r^  concen t ra tes  to  a  

l a rge  ex ten t  on  househo ld  needs ;  heavy  eng inee r ing  I s  main ly  l e f t  

to  Bi rmingham;  bu t  t he re ' s  an  Impor tan t  amount  o f  space  devo ted  

to  ro l l ing  s toc^%^ 

I t ' s  a  f a r  c ry  f rom the  ea r ly  days^  when  "p las t i c s"  o f t en  mean t  

some  pa r t i cu la r ly  h ideous  k ind  o f  bu t t e r -d i sh .  To-day ,  p l a s t i c s  

fu l f i l  an  a .  a z lng  va r i e ty  o f  needs  and  the re ' s  even  a  Mys t i c  

P las t i c^  tha t  can  be  b lown up  l ike  a  ba l loon  and  moulded  In to  any  

xi  so r t  o f  shape  you  s i a s tx  l ike  / 
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Now l e t ' s  see  v iha t  sha l l  we  look  fo r  nex t?  Tex t i l e s  

they ' r e  a lways  In  the  news  made  up  a t  a  p r i ce  you  can  a f fo rd^  

in to  a  s ty le  you  can ' t  a f fo rd  to  be  wi thou t .  There ' s  someth ing  

he re  ths fc  ' s  su re  to  appea l  to  fo re ign  buyers  o r ,  come to  

tha t ,  even  a  home sa lesman  .  Isn ' t  she  swee t?  Te lephone?  Dia l  
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i n  o o o c  by  now you  need  a  change  f rom the  indus t r ious  v io r ld  
So 

where  th ings  a re  made  he re  we  a re  a t  the  Hank  Exh ib i t ion  

o f  a  modern  c inema  the  p leasan t  wor ld  o f  make-be l i eve® "Under  

t he  f ami l i a r  s ign  he re  a re  some o f  the  aud iences  tha t  wen t  in  on  

open ing  day^  to  have  a  load  o f  j sana  eve ryday  ca re  t aken  f rom the i r  

shou lde r s^  a  t ake  the  we igh t  o f f  t he i r  f ee t^ f  Ear l  and  Coun tess  

" 'o  ; n tba t t en  a re  en thus ias t i c  pa t rons  o f  the  c inema:  and  be fo re  

i go ing  in  they  met  some  o f  the  a t t endan t  s t a rve - -  Peggy  Cummins ,  

t i r enda  de  Sanz ie  and  ^av id  Knigh t - /  

In  case  you 've  never  pene t ra ted  beh ind  tha t  l i t t l e  g lass  

window h igh  up  a t  the  back  o f  the  aud i to r ium th i s  i s  wha t  goes  

on  in  the  we l l - equ ipped  p ro jec t ion- room of  your  c inema;  the  magic  

box  tha t  unspoo l s  the  l i t t l e  s t r ips  o f  ce l lu lo id j to  g i t i e  you  

romance  and  th r i l l s  and  the  g lamour  o f  a  wor ld  tha t  i s  l a rge  r  

than  l i f e  and  no t  nea r ly  so  expens i  

t i e r  e  you  ge t  a  g l impse ,  too^of  wha t  goes  on  in  the  s tud ios  when  

the  p ic tu res  a re  be ing  made  = And ,  In  add i t ion  to  the  sc reen ing  o f  

f i lms ,  the re  I s  a  l i ve  programme^  t e l ev i sed  f rom ano the r  pa r t  o f  

London .  Yes  — 

Br i t a in ' s  p rosper ing  indus t r i e s  a re  he re  to  be  seen  a t  the  B . I .F .  

Buyers  have  come to  London  f rom a l l  corne r s  o f  the  wor ld ;  and  on  

eve ry  s ide  we  hea r  tha t  o rde r  s  a re  coming  In  *£- -

J* For home and for export the British 

Indus t r i e s  ^a i r^  shows  tha t  Br i t i sh  Goods  a re  By 
y 

» 

t 


