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Olympic Victory for Britain 15th June 1956 

Sweden: Despffl  the bad weather,  the Queen (who had been joined on her 

private visi t"by Princess Margaret  and the Duke and Duchess of  Gloucester)  

was an enthusastic followed of the Olympic Three-Day Event.  

IH-un- Chief interest ,  of course,  centred around the Brit ish team which,  by 

winning the dressa-e test ,  started the toughest  section of al l ,  the 
ftfe7 

twenty-one Endurance Pb%ge, with a valuable lead^^" 
A 

Twelve fences and over thir ty obstacles had to be negotiated -  and hare,  
fiAZ/Tieii-AvO 

Kbechlin of See*e» f inds i t  tough going.  

Besides endurance,  this  was a t r ial  of speed,  too,  so this fal l  by 

Cavalelro of PortugalTlH^—ir resulted in^a-aniataMk 

_ ie loss of precious points and seconds,  
.  ^  > he 

Here 's  Col.  : rank " 'eldon.fthe Brit ish Captain) on Kilbarryj  moved up 

into third posit ion in the individual placings -  following a great  effort  

that  provided some s tr iking a ct i  on -photography for the -^ueen, 

Eighteen countries were s t i l l  in the running at  this stage* 

Gmur of  Switzerland nearly came to grief  at  the stream^^Canada 's  James 

Elder on "Colleen" sailed over i t  l ike a blrd^^f* 

Jump 22 - la fearsome rai l  and ditchwproved an mmMhU* resting-place 

for Fan ion,  r idden by Carlos de la  Serna o-fwim Argentina.* The Queen's  

horse,  Countryman III ,  also came a cropper here:  but he too,  gallantly 

continued the coursj^^^ 

Another -Swiss horse,  "Srlfried" clears one fence in grand style -  then 

decides that  he has done enough^fcrhit  this  is  a test  of endurance.  

His r ider^ Bpland Perrett^puts him to the fence again -  and e result  is  
X 

a sickening fal l^,  ^ 

And i f  there was a gold medal for coujfcge -  Perrett  would surely qualify 

as be staggers to his feet  -  and continues the arduous round 

At this point, the three-man British team of ColoneliVeldon, Major Book 

and Bertie Hill  received heartening Boyal encouragement -  especially 

Countryman, r idden by Hill ,  whose brave effort ,(despite a heavy fal l^ 

delighted his^iayxx owne^^f 

But for the horses,  the exhausting test  by day,  was followed by a t r ial  

at night, as part of the Olympic stables caugtft'ee^f m f  i re^^ 



thunXd 

Congratulation t.n a  nSRWt, 

most famous ##0#- jumpers 

Only eight countries had qualified for the final yt  the show jumping' .  

One by one,  the horses were led to safety -  including some of Britain 's  

f>H4s£ 

Britain was s t i l l  leading,  followed by Germany and Canada.  

Here ,  twelve had to be negotiated,  and again ,  ky _ ^  

horsemanship was demonstrated .  A Soviet  r ider,  Va 1  er ia n K($u i bych ev 

recovers his rein whilst  in actioi^ 

In the Boyal Box, the Queen was again delighted by the performance of 

Countryman who, though nervous after  his night ordeal ,  conc  e-ad very 

few faults . .  

Amid rising excitement, Colonel -'eldon was the final competition. ^nd, 
Individual 

for him, a fault less round would have meant the ^te*c/Gold i^edal.  

XX? #wo minor faults  marred the^p performance.  Colonel Weidon and 

Kilbarry f inished third -  but Britain had won the team even 

a  proud moment for Colonel 'eldon as he receives the bronze medal 
^ SH~ !C.c. — ^ , 

•jetor- a prouder moment n n— as from Lord Burghley, he receives 
. 1956 

Britain 's  f irst  Gold Ledal of the.Olympic Games aX on behalf  of his 
A-

team. JkiMR Britain 's  f irst  victory in the Three-Day Event,  m 

to a great  r iding tr io. . .  


