
Airl if t  to the Mediterranean.  ^  C I4tb ^ugust  1956 

^fcampshire:  Soon af ter  dawn, an immense a ir l i f t  began at  Burn airport  and 

Blaclcbushe^as Bri tain takes mil i tary precautions while seeking 

internat ional  agreement on the Suez Canal  -  at  the conference table.  

»nd for  these Infantrymen -  i t  was an air l i f t  in luxury -  for  they were 

t ravel l ing in turbo-prop Bristol  Bri tannias of  B.O.A.C .  -  llr»E=*9Be aat ida 

^•making their  f i rs t  operat ional  f l ight^ 

So the f i rs t  Bri tannia took off  -  in a round-the-clock trooping 

operat ion that  continued throughout the week -  taking thousands of  

ful ly-trainid troops to "somewhere in the Middle £ast7 

In a l l  -  a total  of  s ixty f l ights  were made,  with the t roops enjoying a 

new standard in luxury transport  for  Bri t ish servicemen^^ 

Meanwhile,  Bri t ish famil ies  who have been evacuated from the Canal  Zone 

are set t l ing down amid the peace and t ranquil i ty of  Richmond Park. . .  

The wives and chi ldren of  technicians s t i l l  in dgypt ,  they vi l l i  s tay here 

unti l  they f ind sui table accomodation.  

eearl lews from Ciiro is  that  Sgypt  has refused to at tend the London 

Conference,  Colonel  Nasser  has cal led up a mil l ion men -  and he 

reviewed ±ifcrixx detachments as  they paraded through the City 

Holding a Press Meeting,  the Egyptian President  gave his  reasons for  

refusing to at tend the London Conference. . .end told the tnree hundred 

journalis ts  present  -  his  plans for  a different  Conference -  embracing a 

wider select ion of  Nations.  

But  the London Meeting goes ahead as  planned -  with only two of  the 
-Greece and dgypt  -

twenty-four countr ies  invited/x-  refusing invitat ions.  Mr Krishna -enon -

leader of  the Indian delegation -  arr ives at  London Airport  #lkl lowed 

by Mr MacDonald -  Minister  of  Defence re.orf laaftfclng New aeir lfgd^ 

A warn welcome for  Professor Cunha -  the Torelgn Minister  of  Portugal  

Bri tain 's  oldest  a l ly. . .  / 



Suez Crisis  2T.6& 

A Middle East  representat ive -  Dr.  Alighali  ^rdalan -  Persia 's  Foreign 

Minister .  

Arriving in several  planes -  a huge delegation cane from Lbs cow -

composed KfontiXjPchiefly,  of  experts  and advisers . . .on Middle cast  

affairs . . .  

The leader of  the party making his  f i rs t  visi t  to Bri tain is  Mr Shepilov 7 who succeeded Mr Molotov as  the 3 viet  Foreign Minister .  

So Lancaster  House becomes the centre of  the most  fateful  Mari t ime 

Conference of  modern t imes. ,  .with Bri tain leading the way,  to  secure 

internat ional  control ,  and a r ight  of  way for  a l l  Nations,  through the 

Suez Canal  . . . for  ai l  t ime.  / 


