
ROYAL Fim PERFORMANCE. (IBnue). G"^i *L-1 ̂ 30/l0/56e 

wan the aoene In London*• Leicester Square on the evening 

oho sen for the greatest event In the cinema year. The film selected 

for the royal Performance waa The Battle of the Elver Plate* ##-

•ad One of the earliest arrivals was Marilyn 

ionroe, 

her huabend, Arthur Miller. Hext the crowd 

welcome to the Brltleh eiaa stare# John Gregson play a the part of 

Captain Bell In this picture of naval battle. 

Also In the picture, Poter Finch portrays the captain of the 

German battleship. 

The neat exciting arrivals sere Antliyny Sted& and hla wife, Anita 

Kkberg^^ i 

And then — Norman wisdom.....the little comedian those amart 

appearance was not, for once, in danger. Nov another of the atar# 

from aoroaa the Atlantic Joan Crawford — and from across the 

English Channel, Brlgltte Bardoti^ Then — back to Brltlah atara 

to meet Belinda Lee^ 

And then the excitement In the equate reached ita highest point 

aa the Queen arrived in a gown of black velvet, accompanied by 

prlnoesa Margaret. Her Majesty waa escorted into the foyer to 

be received by Mr Reginald Bromhead, President and Chairman of the 

Cinematograph Trade Benevolent Fund. preaented to Her Majes ty 

were Mr Arthur Renk'/Charles Goldsmith and Sir Philip v/erter — 

- and others whose namaa behind the earneraa of the film industry 

mean no less than the names of stara.^ 

Other members of the royal party for thla naval premiere were 

Admiral of the Fleet ^mrl Mountbetten, the Flrat See Lord, end 

Counteaa Mountbatteb. who then followed the Queen up the grand 

atalrcase to the reception room.J 
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UpBtali's, those presented Included Mrs Douglss-Morris, 

daughter of Mr Rsglnsld Bromheadj and Colonel Bromhesd, Trustee of 

the Cinematogrsph Trade Benevolent FundJ Then Mr Frank Hill, the 

Fund's Treasurer, d to the Qmea* while Prlnoesa Margaret 

was engaged in conversation with Mrs Rank. Mr Cecil Bernstein 

was snother name famous throughout the world of the cinema peeeewt 

(others were Mr sol Sbookmen end Lord 
— A ,  t - v j  

Mr John Dsvls, Redclyffe. 

president of the British Film Producers• Association end e member of the 

committee that aeleoted the royal film ----- with Mr a ^avis^ 

Also Sir Tom O'Brien, of the Association of Theetrioel and Kins 

Employees; and here the Queen discusses the isklng of the film 

wit* its co-writer, co-producer and co-director, Mr Mlchsel Powell/ 
w 

The other member of this brilliant teem la here -— Mr Qnerlc 

Freaaburner, Now Lady Harwood, the widow of Commodore Herwood wht 

waa in commend of the crulaera that eenk the Graf Spee. And Captain 

Bell, commander of the cruiser Brdter. Admiral Woofibouse — formerly 

Captain Woodhouse of the AJax — end Admiral^parry. 

So — those who were concerned, with the famoua naval action 

of the —ly-Aayj of the "eoond world war stood aide by side with 

those who played In the film that re-told their story. Among the 

other film stars who were presented you will recognise Belinda Lee/ 

A.E. yatthewa./ Marilyn Monroe./ Anthony Qyayle^ 

Maureen Swan son/lory Ure/ And Norma Wisdom./ 

Then a bouquet wss presented to the Queen by Nicholas John 

Dougles-tlorris, eged six. j 

And so the royal psrty went into tl e auditorium to watch the 

unfolding of #n epic iun story of the sea *--- —A 

i. This waa the British picture Pull wnn chosen for the 

honour of showing at the Itoyel Film Performance of 1956; for this 

good cs se In which the film Industry extends s helping hand to those 

xJuuuumxo* who have fallen on times of poverty or sickness.^ 


