
Assault on Port Said 9tb November 1956 

z When the Anglo-French carrier force closed in on the Egyptian coast, 

rocket-firing Venoms and SQa Hanks were preparing for the first of many 

missions. These action pictures, /filmed on board a British aircraft 
t -—- — • t <-<3 ^ 

carrier^ show the Naval support an outstanding feature of 

the Allied Landings at Port Said^f 

The assault began soon after dawn. And Just as the first paratroopers 

were landing on Egyptian soil, the Naval Jet-fighters were taking off -

Over one hundred Allied ships were engaged, and Reports say that the 

operation went as smoothly as a well-planned exercise. 

In twenty-four hours, Port Said was largely held by 

and French paratroops. And, at dawn, the following day, seaborne 

landings were made by Commando| units and a squadron of aBaour m 

g/ou 9 _ * 
The task now, was to push dm# the banks of the "-anal to capture key 

townsr^^ainforcements were quickly brought in - (vehicles to form a 

mobile striking-force) while overhead, carrier-based aircraft kept up 

Co A/<r»A#T _ M 
support.# 

And while surrender-terms were being discussed with "toe Governor of 

Port Said, the Allied Force moved inland - consolidating its position. 

When the surrenderwfcerms were rejected^ (on orders from CairoT^ 

•61-been made on the 

British and French troops stood ready - and watchful^ 

•Meanwhile, preliminary surveys had already"*™^ 

position of ships <f*ZBafcx±e' sunk by the Egyptians to block the harbour 

and the entrance of the Canal. 0  
op y&''C S'ft-fA S" 

Here, can be seen the wrecks of fourL to La"' 
tilllQUClbQU't) * 

, ! |  M Hi i fli—11 *1ii)i1 I' through the orders of Colonel 

Nasser, now block the passage of all international shipping. 

During the early stages of the assault, oil storage tanks had been 
buildings ± 

blown up - and dookside tirtraffttanni damaged J 

Here, a British tank nK)ves^Sp%e town - which had seen much heavy 

fighting. The Egyptian defenders bad sought cover in flats and houses 

thus causing needless damage to the residential quarter of the town^ 

The paratroopers often had to face, and destroy, snipers# strong-points 

along their advance route.. Z 
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Large quantities of Soviet arms have been found - and here, an 
A/ 

t waggon goes up in smoke 

Moc^v^Aci^jJaawofThe closing scenes of the action, -another strong-point 

is put out - and suspected snipers brought in for questioningyf 

Then, w#k the final surrender, (less that forty-eight hours after the 
\ , 

operation began^ 
« 

J-trrfffrr^d—fc©v_&*Q.i$l 

troops nill stay in 
Jiff S- 6 . 

lice For or takes over. 

concluded by one parachute , o <fc-
lister as "a military feat 

<VZ>*S5 O*- <rzrs 

StMnfrVi,, J 
jr slight, In—fact, -"H" trurifbd £Tff t?ep 
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In another section - near the statue of De Lesseps, 

•̂ *i *r^iifltTii>i ^iri the Canal, a l»l»la|m helicopter brings back Egyptian 

viounded. Many of them had been treated aboard the Anglo-French carrier

s-force./ 
_ . . f 1 
Besides i4#kjammA t value in supporting the landings, the 

carrier! I proved an ideal casualty-clearing centre.- Bight from the 
%y* -T P&SLfr — 

(mostly first hours - helicopters were bringing back 
-71J+o>fi>LsZS 

in the dropping zone). 
(i Wic. *&•»<. 

altogether, there were hundred killed and wounded in the 

/ whole operation 

The carrier-force 
IN 

its worth*! 

-"Its planes had flown some 

two thousand sorties.. .besides making an effective base for the wounde 
<£sr0/c rv/s 

atxk With the same efficiency that has marked the operation, the 
/V- — 

casualties were soon receiving the best attention in Cyprus hospitals » 

wish them a speedy recovery, 7 
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"nrmnj w t, •  » U »  vital 

role of fleotroylag the Egyptian Air Faroe on the ground, wi t h  
Am-fl /eUur2.t̂ fi C V '  rvrt-F 

•iaimunror -kui'JJfllip lu lliu yupulotfc>n~. - ,  some of the^air-orevis 

return home - having played their part in 
8/0 

ewwU^MMnga #«mt for peace among the Nations of the Middle ^ast. 


