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ixjfiteli ri- was oooupied within twenty-two minutes of the 

til; t a* tiffi wh to flags f our rentier were boon* 

Kvery thing lay in twisted oliaos, tern and rent be onut belief; 

the first l*b taiioe where an enemy astion hm been eon^uor d 

frcai aea and %ir. Ah one correspondent put it, "it was ae though 

someone had stirred the whole plaoe up with a gigantlo a po on". Our 

oooupaUon m t with very little realstanoe. am the assault 

lauding oraft drew in they nusaed right up to the Jetty, aad within 

a few Minutes our forces were establishing themselves, feeble 

opposition was encountered in the hills, but near the port 

everything had been utterly crushed. 

British solsiere bega> marlng among deserted Italian 

positions, piwLln, their way tlirough tumbled piles of rubble. 

Our tremendous bombardment had made tite eon, ueat of antelluria a 

mwlft one. 

Headed by a large viiilte fla, , a col jan of Italian Oarriscn 

troope t*reacted its way towards « beach. Over mountains of briok 

and pi; star, roups of dusty, aha by men began po pin out of 

aiding places eorr.ySng their siblems of ourre$$der. liome ten 

thousand awildered troops, their nei ve» tormented by a ays of 

I rnbinsi JiUAry. thirsty and .so 1* fi«AtW spirit, were 

obviously glad when the e;m o me* 

A pathetic a tei t to v in favour. The foxmleue heaps of 

metal mu t once h ve been ships. Ov r all han^u the black smoke of a 

iuml% tstrti. uump. Casualties among the civilian population 

were fortunately light. This lulrnd, 11^ Malta, is made of 



voloanio rook, which is honeycombed with galloriotj am air 

raid shatter!* flmlr unOor^p.ound ni&htmuie at an cnu, the 

people of mntell rla are «hc pilerled away from tao eixirabloe to 

plaeem uf rest ana meagre oomt rt in tim hillu* These aaaed 

and till to-faced eople ait are tho food and water otu* iion had 

brought along* 

I'M a m\y$ of course, be the oonkey which caused our 

mly casualty* £be evacuation of enetKiy prluon re was ;.oon 

entered upon# Rounding up iroeoeaed without interruption 

B8 the'; ieland wae a thouloulLy cleared of Axis fureee# 

i useolini ult n't count on -hat happening uo a on* 

iiwlft on the heels of destruction oam the work 

of clearing up the damage. Thone int ispensAble giants, the 

Bttlldoaere, pushing enall mountains of rulble out of the way 

as roads are opened up for our tram per t vehicles* 2he whole 

faoe it I'antell ria has been obliterated9 already Sicily 

ie receiving like treatment* To halt it the i saltans oust accept 

unooncitlonal our render* 

All praise to the men who ha.e planted themselves on 

till stepping atone to Italy* 


