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bickering party politics, General De Gaulle was arising 
as the strong man of France. 

Following a strike wave which hardened many people's 
resistance to the invitations of Left-wing parties, 
De Gaulle's rally of the French people had swept the 
Board at the Municipal elections. The Generalfs policy 
rests on three principals: the necessity of a strong, 
resurgent France, a close link with the United States 
and uncompromising warfare on the Communists. 

As the election results became known, it was clear 
that De Gaulle had gained his victory at the expense of 
the centre parties. His support has come mostly from 
moderate and Conservative circles. The Communists, 
led by Maurice Thorez, virtually retained their voting 
strength and are now the second strongest party. The 
French Government are in an embarrassing position. 
From President Vincent Auriol and Ramadier's Cabinet 
must come the next move. 
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