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100,000 Hirfj-OHBAT FLOODS 

The swollen Columbia River burets through a railway embankment 
to sweep out of existence the whole town of Vai*ort, Oregon. 
Eighteen thousand are rendered homeless within the hour. Scores 
perish in the floodwaters despite the efforts of quickly mobilised 
rescue workers. The railway embankment was considered a safe wall 
against the raging river which now bears houses away like matchwood. 

So brief was the warning that hundreds of families had only 
time to scramble to precarious safety on their own roofs. 

,, ,^e He*J Cr°ss Jf immediately at work to register, clothe and feed 
the thousands of refugees who have lost all but count themselves lucky 
to have saved their lives. ^ 

Dykes are strengthened as the waters sweep down to the coast. 
In ^ortland, Oregon, the flood orest passes thirty feet. Hail transport 
is dislocated as the railroad station is inundated....yet thirty thbnemd 
people are safely evacuated from the town, to swell the total of the 
tome less (in an area which includes British Columbia) to over a hundred 
thousand. 

Divers continue the search for the yet unnumbered victims of the 
worst flood in the history of America's Pacific coast. 
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Vanport, Oregon, a city of nineteen thousand, is wiped out by the 

worst *1 code in lacifie Coast history. A few momenta before the 

rampaging Columbia River broke through a railroad embankments sweeping 

eoene. houses brfore it like match sticks. Rescue squads ruph to the 

Mr, ... *„ v •scaping. Engineers called 
Mo one knows how many are ahirnxtmnamsmp* the embankment a 

safe di>e. When it broke, one lone siren sounded the warning. Unknown 

scores, maybe hundreds, are trapped beneath fifteen ffet of swirling 

water. 

Rooftop, give perilous temporary shelter to scores unabll to flee in 

time. The full resource, of the federal government, mobilized by the 

Pre«i#ent, s^lng Into action to «ave thousands more. The Red Cross is 

already at -or* to regt.ter, to olothe, to feed the young, the old, the 

poor. 

Throughout the Pacific Northwest sixty-five thousand are already homeless. 

The damage passes seventy-five million dollars. Dikes are reinforced and 

the army orders the evacuation of a hundred and twenty miles of the 

Columbia watershed. In fcnxtftM* Portland, the flood crest passes thirty 

feet and still rises. Already the railroad station le Inundated. 
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National guard«men, called tu Hfwur-fty an •» „»rrnv-^wwtWieieew^ 

*•*• p*tral *taMrt' I" the floateam that „,„ once a city, 

dl*er« «nb for the untold dead trapped MHa by the 

prreateet floods In the northwest's history. 


