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Abadan Evacuat ion 
Abadan,  I ran .  
Hecox.  
28th  August .  
Exclus ive  
500 f t .  

The enclosed mater ia l  was  f i lmed a t  the  beginning of  the  

evacuat ion of  o i l f ie ld  personnel  apper ta ining to  the  

Anglo I ranian Oi l  Company operat ing in  S.  I ran .  Fol lowing 

the  breakdown of  the  o i l  ta lks  between the  miss ion of  

Mr.  S tokes ,  Br i t i sh  Lord Pr ivy Seal ,  h is  delegat ion and that  

of  the  I ranian Government ,  the  Anglo I ranian Oi l  Company 

immediate ly  decided to  evacuate  f rom the  country  a l l  thei r  

Br i t i sh  and Indian and Pakis tanian personnel  in  the  o i l f ie lds  

themselves ,  leaving a  cadre  of  Br i t i sh  s taf f  in  the  ref inery  

a t  Abadan i t se l f .  This  evacuat ion,  which had been planned 

even before the close down of the refinery, 31st July *51,  

was begun on Saturday,  24th  of  August ,  '51  and was  scheduled 

to  be  f in ished on the  28th  August .  Along wi th  268  Bri t ish  

and 130 Indian and Pakis tanian personnel  f rom the  o i l f ie lds  

a lso  went  a  handful  of  redundant  personnel  f rom the  ref inery .  

The Cadre which is left in the refinery totals about 600 

more  or  less ,  no exact  f igure  avai lable  a t  present .  

What  the  next  s tep  i s  as  yet  unknown,  but  the  Br i t i sh  wi l l  

s tay  in  the  ref inery  area  a t  Abadan to  mainta in  some 

2350,000,000 's  worth  of  ref inery  machinery  now id le  except  

for  l ight  and power  p lants .  (Pounds  in  the  preceding sentence 



refers  to Bri t ish currency) •  The personnel  which came in 

from the oi lf ields from 100-130 out  of  Abadan were taken 

almost  immediately by bus to Khorrans Hahr.  f lere they went  

by launch across the Shatt-el-Arab r iver ,  picked up their  

passports  a t  the AIOC Office,  then went  by bus across the 

border into Iraq and thence to Basra.  From Basra they wil l  

be taken by plane back to England sometime this  week.  They 

lef t  with only their  personal  baggage.  I t  is  hoped that  

other  property of  bulk may be shipped out  la ter .  The 

oi lf ields are now completely in  the hands of  the Persians 

and reports  s tate  that  the machinery in the f ields which have 

previously been turned over have already star ted to break down 

in locat ions where Bri tons were evacuated sometime ago,  a t  the 

close of the ref inery and the resul t ing closing of certain 

of  the f ield areas.  

Roil  J ,  
Includes shots  of  bags and f ield personnel  being loaded into 
bus in front  of  AIOG-owned guest  houses,  ready to depart  for  
Basra,  I raq.  

Shot  of  buses arr iving at  Shatt-el-Arab,  crossing to 
Khorramshahr.  (See rol l  5 for  shot  of  launch loading).  

BaU..2 
Opening shots  are of  personnel  coming up s teps from launch 
on Khorramshahr s ide of  Shatt-el-Arab.  

Scenes of  get t ing passports  a t  Transport  Office of  A IOC at  
Khorrans hahr and then boarding buses for  t r ip to Basra.  

Roll J. 
Buses coming over bridge near  Iran/Iraq border through row 
of  date-palm trees to stop for  Iranian customs check.  

Scenes of  baggage being perfunctori ly checked by director  of  
customs of  this  Iranian border post .  
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Roll A 
Last bag is  put aboard baggage truck and Brit ish oilf ield 
dri l ler  comes towards bus.  Last  Britons board bus to make 
t r ip out across desert  to Iraq border and thence to Basra 
where they will  emplane for England. Buses depart  with 
few Britons waving out windows. 

Long shot of buses and baggage truck going out across desert  
towards Iraq.  

Final  scenes are flash-back to taking bags out of buses 
before taking launch across r iver to Khorramshahr.  

Roll  5 
Carrying bags down jet ty to wait ing launch which wil l  take 
men across r iver to Khorramshahr.  

Gett ing into launch. 

Launch takes off  to Khorramshahr which can be seen across 
Shatt-el-Arab River.  
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