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Marls BB3HAIS) Is a village woman, of over 50 years of age 
and she Is accused of having murdered by Arsenlate poison 12 persons 
of her connections and family to inherit their wealth. It is a 
regular black-roman of far off country sides, and she now stands 
before her judges after 31 months of justice inquiries to find the 

troofs of her guilt. She has always denied the twelve or any murders, 
at a heavy and enormous file (over 900 different sheets of reports, 

in a pile of 75 centimeters high) is before the State prosecutor and 
Judge who intend to sentence her for her deeds. A thirteenth charge 
of murdering her first husband Augusts AHTI9BY has been dropped; because 
It is over 12 years old, but arseniats poison was also found in his 
remains. 

Our picture shows 1 

- General views of the town of *OITIi:RS ahere ths trial is 
taking place, 

- exterior views of the Palace of justice, in Poitiers 
- Arrival at the palace of justice of the police-oar bringing 

-ARIE BE3NARD, who cornss out and goes inside tim raises 
surrounded lay gendarmes of her guard. 

- interior views of Marie Beenard arriving in ths prisoners# booth 
In the trial Hall. 

- general wiem of the Trial Ball, with crowd, accused and judges. 
- shots of Stats prosecutor, and of judges 
- Shot of President judge 
- Shot of State Prosecutor, 
» general views of Trial room 
- shot of Maris Beenard in her booth 

- Views of village ©f 1E3 USOtJBEABX vfcere .,arie ieeiiard lived 
with her first Husband Augusts Antigny, she inherited from her 
first husband a small farmhouse, shown hares and die re her second 
husband LEG! 2FSKAKD was taken 111 after eating a soup she had 
made for him while visiting the old farmhouse. 

- Shots of Saint Pierre de .ailli *s village cimetary and of 
Augusts ARTIGNY's grave. He was burried there 12 years ago. 

- views of village of LQtWH, #*re Marie Beenard live* with her 
second husband heon BESBAHD, showing the houses she owned with 
him, mod the one (Sr.6) where she lived. Lion HTT'AHD died there 
two years ago, but before dying confided to one of her friends 
that she had poisoned him, as others 1 Which started the whole 
accusation, while investigating fbr ..eon Besnard's death, the 
police found other charges, and people in the village began tal­
king about her *iols Ills, and long Hst of inheritances and deatl ../... 
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TRIAL OF MARIE BESRARD (2) 

.,/••• - ehots of small Loudun church (St-.rierre) *fcere ;,;arle Beanard 
need to come and pray for her deade(?) 

• ahot of Marie Besnard*s houses which she inherited from her 
second husband L&on Besnard, 

- a coffin is carried in the email cimetary of Lqudun; views of 
same, a woman prays on the grave of the RIVES family, husband 
and wife, whom Marie Besnard is accused of murdering because 
they left her by will a house and 178,000 Franca. The man, 
Toussaint Rivet died in July 1939, and left Marie Besnard a 
sum of 178,000 Francs, his widow, Blanche RI7E2 died in 1941 
after having sold her house agains a rent during her lifetime 
to Marie Besnard. 

- another fhneral enters Loudun cimetary 
- shots of grave of BE SHARD Family with signs of LEOH BESWARD 

(Marie1 s second husband) Marcelin BE SHARD (his brother whom she 
is also accused of murdering) and karie-Louise OOUITJ, wife of 
Marcelin Besnard, whom she £b also accused of murdering. 

- main street of L0T1DUH, on the right is a house, which was owned 
by Lucie BE SHARD, ai titer of Lion Besnard, second husband of 
Marie, whom she is also accused of murdering. Lucie Besnard 
was found on iiarch 27th.1941 hanged in her attic. But after 
examination of her remains by the justice, it was found that 
she also had taken arseniate, and been handed after her death. 
Marie Besnard inherited from her I farm with 16 acres of land. 

- shots of Lucy Besnard*s windows, a string ktttgigdfrom the ceiling 
with a noose... 

- shots of Cimetary with another fbneral, close up of coffin, 
a jotish grave, that of jacy Besnard, 

) shots of digging a grave and putting a coffin do#n. 
- shot of Leon BESHARD's grave, a woman Who might have been Marie 

comes and prays in front of the grave. 
- shots inside the small village church, a woman prays before 

the iadona* 
- Big close up of the accused MARIE BKSHARD, who still pretend she 

never killed anybody, fill the justice sitting at POITIERS 
proove her guilt? 

I 


