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BUJgflRK m*UWR: 

MxZlmm tills year already have deva*teted huge traute of eastern 
MW%mXla* iiwy hero burned pee;4e to death, destroyed trees end 
pastures end ernya. "Aey haw tolled cattle ## ebaep. Scares of 
hemes have Rome up in -m inferno of flaw, % till tills week they 
had done damge of lotally eattested at t an five million 
powde (Approse 10 million dollar*)$ ihey had destroyed Jtae pine 
Are ata worth half a million peunde. Vast traits of valuable young 
•oft wed timber •• W$ atf Australia** indigenous timber la hard* 
wood — haw bean destroyed. "Hitie la s bad buehflre. Hire© luah 
eeascBs hate been followed by * prolonged dry spell* Oraee and 
scrub la hlgi • and tinder dry. 

Ih* Sew Oouth mlee Buahflre oocmlttee, the Forestry Oemnleelee, fire 
brigade* ana 30,000 organised voltsiteeria hnvn worked and fougjht mag
nificently against fires. Without them, ten, twenty, fifty time 
the dama# would hate been dee*. Bt* with ell their efforts — self, 
sacrificing sad str^muoue, the flye demon has not been controlled. 
Vic o la, with a tragic experience of feme' fires, has set up a 
Country Fire Authority. Alroyaft emd radio hare been ptib to wcrk 
as they were by amy md air fearee fire filter* la disastrous fire* 
of the forties, these dlreotl% the war knew ahat the attacking 
force — the fire — Is doing. They can rush defenders to the dang
er joints ** quickly, Ther Is no o#lvalent authority la Mew South 
Vale*. 

In this itate control of fires Is the responsibility of Shires mod 
Councils. "Bey met rely, for the most pa t, on the effort* of vol
unteer fire-fl#itere who do magaifleant, dangerous work without re
ward* Often even 900 volunteers could not stop a hugs blase racing 
before a 40 mile en how gale, m they must watch fine homes reduc
ed to a$dtes - end save #at they can. Bushfirss are i3aaHaa.de and 
oareloetmeen is their chief cause - the cigarette end from the pass
ing ear, the watt ndmd osnp or picnic fire. AH too frequently the 
enuee can be traced to sparks fro:, locomotives lgaiting dry gross 
beside the track. Blackened countryside - fair pastures gees -
homes burned - stock deed* It** an appalling scene. Seetruetion 
by buehfiree can never be eliminated. But the chocking lessee of 
the peet few mos#a could have been reduced by better prevention 
mad fifltelng aothaie. 9y complete co-ordination of the fire fight
ing force*. Ttomm0t a ein le expert and e.utherwtitive control. By 
far we - m& modem - equi$menfc In the hmnde of the volts* eere. 
% ea even more strenuous ceapelga of public education on the buah-
fire iiant'pr. severe penaltlee for the fool with a match. 

%o reasonable person will decry the work that has already been dene. 
It le just that more work still mist be dsns - Immediately* we 
city dwellers sennet view this eaolation complacently merely be-
eause the Inferno has net touched u*. orda of sywpethy won't do. 
Action - *v?lft effective action - 1* th* vital neoeeslty. And a 
duaWkMremmnt grant of a few thousand pounds to relieve suffer
ing, is not anou# action. 

IS 1* a problem for the whole community as wall *s the nuthorlt 3e*. 
It** too ewy to shift the blame to some body or other and let it 
go at that. Buahflr«e are the buslneee of every Eian, warns and 
child is the country one my or another. «**d better do something 
constructive about them — sad test. 


