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The Air Force's giant experimental Jet helicopter, the XH - 1? — 

biggest believed to be the biggest in the world — is readied for 

its first flight at Culver City, California. 

Howard Hughee, wearing hat, who built the strange creation, watches 

as the crew clambers into the cAokplt. 

The whirling blades — one hundred twenty five feet from tip to tip — 

cause a miniature hurricane — as the tpltier-llke contraption blasts 

off the ground. The XK-17 1# more than thirty feet high, powered 

by two modified turbo-Jets. 

3 e*«lng flames from its rotors like a weird, monster pinwheel, the 

craft puts on a spectacular show. Officials say It is the forerunner 

og powerful cargo-carrying 'copters for military equipment. 
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fl^efightlng erewe-wttha **t* realistic climax to two weeks of 

instruction on combatingf ires^In. ̂  burning '"pteoo^they have but 1 

sijrfy seconds to rescue the crew, and one minute more to save thei selve s 


