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The worst flood in sixty-one years sweeps across Kyushu, 
Japan's southemiaoet island, submergin aares of rich farm land 
and hundreds of hones. At Issst 664 people are known to have 
been killed and nearly two thousand injured. But it is feared the 
casualty list will be even heavier, for about five hundred people 
are still missing. Refugees seek what shelter they can as the 
turbulent waters pour across the island smashing everything in 
their path. 

reople begin to search asrongst the wreckage of their homes. 
Seas come to seek their relatives and friends carried awy by the 
raging torrent. 

finally the storms die down and the residents of the city of 
&uru»B return to begin the work of salvage and reconstruction. 
With horror they learn of the death roll and pray that the floods 
will not return. food is scarce in Kuruos, and pitiful queues 
gather at the local railway station to receive emergency supplies 
rushed in from other islands. A desperate struggle for existence 
faces many whose homes now lie beneath the waters of the great 
flood. 



JAPAN FLOUDS Weist-Fitzgeral# 

The worst flood, in sixty-one years rolls across Japan1 s southernmost 

island of Kyushu, taking at least six hundred and twenty lives. And 

a million persons are homeless while torrential rains lash the island for 

the better part of & week. 

Refugees from the flood find what shelter they can while dikes crumble 

and the water rips across rich farming lAnds and city streets, tearing 

away ro- as, paddy fields and everything else in its path. 

Human beings pit their strength against the force of nature gone m d. 

Damage to public Installations alone runs to sixty million dollars. 

Finally the rain is over and residents of the city of Kurume begin the 

back-breaking job of salvage. A check-up shows that more than six hundred 

persons are still missing — many of them feared de d. 

At the city's railroad station food is distributed to the haggard 

survivors awaiting the arrival of relief supplies. With the entire city 

underwater, suffering is etched on the faces of the victims — hel less 

a aln t this terror of nature. 


