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GORDCK PIRIE - ATHLETE OF TRR trap. 

Each morning a tall, almost frail-looking young man 
strides through Croydon to work; his name, Gordon Pirie. 

8 riiOS'fc ^illi®nt athlete can be found in the Sxeoutor*s 
and ir us tee's department of a bank every day. let Pirie, here 
with bank manager -ir. Pray ling, has won himself two world, two 
European and six Empire reoords in his spare time. Some of his 
many trophies stand on a desk at his home in Coulsdon. 

Each week this twenty two year old wonder man receives 
training instructions by mail from his German coach, WoIdemar 
vera oilier, wuose, advice has made many champions in the past, iiecently 
Gershcler, who met Pirie at Helsinki, had a chance of coaching 
his new pupil personally at Preiourg. tie re's the sort of style 
and rhythm that Gerschler believes can make pirie the athlete of the 
century. One of Pirie1s greatest assets is the fact that the rate of 
his normal heart-beats is only 39, compared with 76 of the average 
man. 

,zc , Baok &t Ooulsdon, Pirie continues his training each evening. 
365 days a year, whatever the weather, he's out on the track for a 
26 mile run. Interviewed by Pathe News about his prospects of 
achieving a mile in four minutes, Pirie says this: 

— And here is Zatopek. Pictures just released from behind 
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