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P R E M I E R S  

of 

"THE DAM BUSTERS" 

MONDAY. 16th MAY. 1955 

THE EMPIRE THEATRE. LEICESTER SQUARE 

ORDER OP PROCEDURE 

Doors open. 

Performance by the Central Band of the Royal Air Force, 

conducted by the Organising Director of Music, Wing 

Commander A.E.Sims, QBE, and Miss Gladys Ripley and the 

Royal Air Forces Association Choir. 

Arrival of Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret 

accompanied by a party of seven. On arrival Her Royal 

Highness will be met by Mr•> C. Penley. Manager of the 

Empire Theatre, who will escort Her Royal Highness into 

the foyer to TheiRt-Hon-Tho Lord De L'Isle & Dudley. V.C. 

Secretary of Stajt^fo^Air, and Marshal of the R.A.F. The 

kord—iedder, GOB. , DCL, ,LL.D. , President of the Premiere 

Committee, who will pre sent:-

/ (a) Lady Tedder 

(b) j'.'.r. o. fcckm^-ji. Co-ijii, o-^c1 irman of the Metro—Goldwyn—Maver 
and MrSoEckman. 

(c) Mr.Robert—Clark, M;.,LL.Be, Director of Production. 
Elstree Studios and member of Board of Associated 
British Picture Corporation and Mrs.Clark. 

The party will then proceed up the stairs to the main 

lounge where Susan Thome, aged 6 years will present a 

bouquet to Her Royal Highness. Susan is a daughter of \ 
\ 

Flight Lieutenant G. A.Thome, DSO, DFC, who is Secretary 

General of the Pathfinder Association. He was awarded 

the DSO and DFC whilst serving in the Pathfinder Force-

as Master Bomber. 

Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret will remain 

standing while the following are presented to her and after 

being presented will proceed into the circle to their seats. 

7.15 p.m. 

7.45 p.m. 

8.20 p. m. 



(a) /The Rt.Hon.Viscount Knollys. GCMG. MBE. DFC. Chairman of 

;he R. A. F.Benevolent Fund and Lady Knollys. 

(b) Air Marshal Sir Robert Saundby. KBE. CB. MG. DFC. AFC. 

Chairman of the National Council of the Royal Air Forces 

Association and Lady Saundby. 

(c)J Air Chief Marshal Sir Basil Embry." KCB. KBE, DSC. DFC, AFC. 

Chairman of the R.A.F. Escaping Society and Lady Embry. 

(d) Dr.J.C.MacGown. DFC. President of the Pathfinder 

Association and Mrs. MacGown. 

Mr.Robert Clark will present 

(a) Richard Todd, who will represent the actors. 

(b) Michael Anderson, Director of the film. 

(c) / Mr.'7. A. Whit taker. Production Supervisor of the film. 

Lord Tedder will present 

(a) /Dr. Barnes Wallis, CBE., FRS., the inventor of the bomb 

that breached the dams and Mrs. Barnes Wallis. 

Dr. Barnes Wallis will then present the following;-

(1) Mary Eyre Wallis, now Mrs.H.V.Stopes Roe, eldest 

* daughter of Dr. Barnes Wallis. 

(2) Elizabeth Abel Y'allis, youngest daughter of Dr. Barnes 

* Wallis, aged 22 years. 

and the following children of the Royal Air Force Foundation 

at Christ's Hospital.. This Foundation was formed by Dr.Barnes 

Wall is with the award that he received for the invention of the 

bomb 

(a) William George Shreeves - aged 15: son of Flying Officer 

E.G.Shreeves - Air Observer No. 77 Squadron. Reported 

missing March 1943 - death subsequently presumed. 

(b) Robert Thomas Cundill - aged 14 three-quarter: son of 

Pilot Officer T.C.Cundill - Pilot No. 61 Squadron. 

V Reported missing August 1940 - death subsequently 

presumed. 
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Lord Tedder will present the following who are the survivors 
of the raid and next-of-kin of those who were lost of t 
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21 

22 

23 
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26 

Wing Commander H.B.Martin. D80., DFC..AFC. 

Squadron Leader D.J.Shannon, DSO.. DFC., 

Flight Lieutenant H.S.Hobday, DFC.. 

Sergeant R. E. Gra.vston. 

Flight Lieutenant E.C.Johnson. DFC.. 

Flight Lieutenant J.Buckley, DFC., 

Sergeant W.Howarth. 

Sergeant D.E.Webb, DFM. . 

Sergeant F.E.Appleby. 

Flight Lieutenant B.T.Foxlee, DFM. 

Flight Lieutenant G.Rice, DFC. 

Sergeant H.J.Hewstone 

Squadron Leader I.Whittaker, DFC. 

Flight Lieutenant B.Goodale, DFC 

Flight Lieutenant W.C.Townsend, CGM.,DFM. 

Mrs.Eve Hyman, widow of the late Wing Commander 
Guy Gibson, VC.,DS0., DFC. 

Mr.A.J.Gibson, Father of the late Wing Commander 
Guy Gibson, VC.,DSO.,DFC. 

Mr.Marriott, Brother of the late Sergeant J.Marriott. 

Mr s.F. Plat ton, Mother of the late Sergeant J. Hatton. 

Mrs.E.Knight, Mother of the late Flight Lieutenant 
L.G.Knight, D80., 

Mrs.D.E.Roberts, Mother of the late Sergeant C.W.Roberts 

Mrs.E.Nicholson. Mother of the late Sergeant V.Nicholson. 

Mrs. G. C.Astell, Mother of the late Flight Lieutenant 
W.Astell, DFC. 

Mrs.G.A.Poyntz, Mother of the late Flight Lieutenant 
R.D.Trevor-Roper, DFC.,DFM. 

Mrs.R.G.Hutchi'son . Mother of the late Flight Lieutenant 
R. E.G.Hutchison , DFC. 

Mrs.G. Hopgood, Mother of the late Flight Lieutenant 
J.v.hopgood, DFC. , 
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Mr. Charles Penley will then escort the Royal Party to the 

Royal Box. 

8. 30 p. m. 

FILM COMMENCES 

NEWS 

CARTOON 

"THE DAM BUSTERS" 

After the performance at approximately 11 o'clock, the 

audience will remain in their places whilst the Royal Party is 

escorted from the Theatre by Mr.Charles Penley. the Manager. 

accompanied b.v Lord and Lady Tedder, Lord De L'Isle and Dudley 

and Dr. and Mrs. MacGown. 



PREMIERE "THE DAI,I BUSTERS" May l6th 1955 

ROYAL CIRCLE SEATING 

Name & Rank 

APPLEBY 
ASTELL 
AIR GUNNERS ASSN 

ADCOLA. PRODUCTS 
ALLISON 
ANGHL 
ASHWOOD 
ANDERSON 
ASSOCIATED BRITISH PICTURE CORFN 

Mr. F. E. (survivor) 
Mrs. G. C.(next of kin) 

Mr. 
Mr. D. 
Mr. T. 
Mr. Michael 

Seat Number/s 

c. 44/45 
L. 28/29 
J. 52/53,K 56/57 
L. 56/57 
S.12/15 
P. 2/7 
L 14/17; E.18. 
I 44/45 
H. 44/45 
P. 17/21,36,50. 
D. 10/11, 48/49 
L. 10/11 
I. 8/9 
N 22/32 
G 38/41 
E. 38/39 

BRUSSELMANS 
BSiNETT CB, CBE, DSO 
BUCKLEY D.P.C 
BROW 
BURCHER D.F.M. 
BARNES KCB, KBE 
BROTHERHOOD CBE 
BURNSIDE DSO, DPC 
BOWMAN 
BOWATER 
BAILEY 
BARCLAY 
BRO'/NRIDGE 
BOOTHMAN 
BAGRIT 
BULMER 
BENTHALL 
BOTT 
mom 
BATCHELOR 
BEAUFORT - PALMER 
BOmiLL, GBE, KCB, CaC, D60 
BAKER 
BARR 
BLATTNER 
BREWER 
BEST 
BLACKWELL 
BARBER 
BONEF 
BRICKHILL 

Madame 
AA/M D.C.T. 
Fit. Lt. J, (survivor) 
Dr. (survivor) 
Fit. Lt. (survivor) 
Sir James H. 
Grp. Capt. W.R. 
Grp. Capt D.H. 
Mr. J. 
Sir Eric Vansittart 
Grp. Capt. 
Mr. J. 
Mr. A.J. M. 
Air C. M. Sir John 
Mr. L. 
Mr. S.T. 
Sir Paul 
Mr. J.A. 
Mr. J.C. 
Mr. J.S. 
Mr. F.N. 
A/C/M. Sir Frederick 
Mr. George 
Mr. Patrick 
Mr. G. 
Col. 
Mr. R. 
Mr. G. 
Mr. A. 
Mr. R. 
Mr. Paul 

G.2/> 
E. 33/34 
F. 25/26 
J. 12/13 

A. 34/35 
J. 12/13 
J. 10/11 
M. 18/19 
A. 38/39 
M. 24/25 
M. 14/15 
s. 52/56 
N. 14/15 
K. 29/34 
K. 42/45 
0. Vz 
R. 54/58 
K. 46/47 
N. 8/9, 0 8/9 
N. 54/57 
B. 23/24 
G 8/9 
D 10/11 
D 8/9 
E 20/21 
P 26/27 
P 42/43 
0 40/41 
L 47/48 
G 51 

COSSENS IfflE Col J.B. J. 20/21 
COCHRANE Lady E 52/53 
CROSBY Mr. W. X 44 & 48 
CALDWELL S. Ldr. J. K 4/5 
COCHRANE Mr. T. B 42/43 
C0RDII1GLEY A/V/M Sir John I 24/25 
CAPLE Fit. Lt. Cj(survivor) C 42/43 
CUNNINGHAM W. Cdr. N 42/51, 0 46/47 
CHAPMAN Ltr. R. A. S. 10/11 
CORITON KCB, KBE, MVO A/c/M Sir Alec H 30/31 
COLLS Flying Officer iE. M 2/4 
CORBALLY Air Comm. E.J. M 4/5 
CR07/LEY-J.'HLLH'IG DSO, DPC W. Cdr. M 12/13 
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CHERNEY 
CLARK 
CLARK 
CROSS 
COMBE 
CLAW 
COATES 

Mr. J. 
Mr. T. 
Mr. Robert 
Mr. A.C. 
Mr. V. 
Mr. Robin 
Mr. Eric 

A 5/6 
P 14/16 
G 28/29 
P 30/31 
I 42/43 
G 50 
E 48/49 

DURRANT 
DUFFEE 
DUKE- WOOLET 
DUMONT 
DE LISLE & DUDLEY V.C. 
DIXON GCB, KBE, DSO, AFC 
DUNN OBE 
DODSON CBEj ERA. eS. J.P. 
DAVIS 
DUNPHIE 
DOUGLAS 
DEAN 

Squadron Officer 
Mr. G.W. 
Grp. Capt. R.M.D. 
Mr. F.T. 
The Lord. The St. Hon. 
M. R.A.F. Sir William F. 
W. Cdr. u.N. 
Sir Roy H. 
Mr. J.H. 
Major General 
Captain 
Mr. Vaughan N. 

B 3 
T 15/18 
F. 54/55 
S 57/58 
R/B 
A 24/25 
B/ 4-5 

H 28/29 
C 17/18 
H 42/43 

ESCAPING SOCIETY 
EDWARDS 
EMBRY KCB, KBE, DSO, DFC, AFC 
ELY BRANCH R.A.F.A. 
ELTON 
EAST GRHSTEAD BRANCH R.A.F. A. 

FRENCH GBE, KCB 
FOXLEE D.F.M. 
FENNESSEY 
FARQUHARSON - ROBERTS 
FRIEND M.D. 
FOGARTY KCB,KBE,DFC,AFC, 
FLECKER (Christ's Hospital) 
FORBES DBE 
FREEBORN 
FOX 
FIELDER 
ERASER 
FLETCHER 
FIELD 
FRENCH GENERAL & PARTY 
FARR 

E 3/5 
Mr. A 5/6 
A/C/M Sir Basil E B 23/24 

A/V/M J.G. 
v 29/30 

A/V/M J.G. s 36/37 
M 52/53 

Sir Henry L. J 28/59 
E. Lt. B.T. F 27/28 
G. Capt. E. 0 16/21 
Brigadier M.F. L 4/7 
Doctor J.H. I 6/7 
A/C/M Sir Francis A 22/23 
Mr. H 41/45 
Dame Katherine s Trefusis A 26 
Mr. S. P 8/9 
Miss Hilda P 10/11 
Mr. W.A. H 18/19 
Mr. John F 10/11 
Dr. E.G.M. G 32/33,140/43 
Mr. H. 0 42/43 

L 44/46 
Mr. Derek F 50/51 

GOULD 
GIBSON 
GOODALE DFC 
GRAYSTON 
GWYNNE-VAUGHAN GBE, LLD, DSC, FLS. 
GRIFFITHS CB, CBE, 
GLANVILLE CBE,DSc,PhD, MICE, 
GRANT 
GOATM6N 
GOOILATTE 
COTFURT 
GRIFFITHS OBE 

Mr. H.W. T 53/54 
Mr. A. J. (next of kin) A 36/37 
F. Lt. B. C 7/8 
Mr. R.E. F 22/23 
Dame Helen C.I. A 13/15 
Air Comm. J. Swire B 33/34 
Mr. W.H. B 10/11 
Mr. J 16/17 
Mr. Alan H. F 12/13 
Mr. D.J. G 30/31 
Mr. F. I 46/47 
Sir David ? lO/ll 
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HYTHE BRANCH R.A.F.A. 
HIGH WYCOMBE R.A.F N 6/7 
HASELDEN Mr. R.K. 
HUNTING Mr. L.C. 
HO ARE Mrs. a 
HARRIS M.B.E. W. Cdr. F.T. 
HOOPER Mr. F.H.D. 
HAMBLIN Air Comm. R.K. 
HOLE Mr. K.W. 
HELMDRE C3E Air Comm. 1. 
HEARLE Mr. 
HAEKER Mr. R.W. 
HAWKINS D.F.C. F. Lt. N.A. 
HARVEY Mr. A. 
HOWARTH Mr. V4 (survivor) 
HOBDAY F. Lt. H.S. (survivor) 
HUMPHRIES F.Lt. (survivor) 
HEWSTONE Mr. H.J. (survivor) 
HOPGOOD Mrs, G. (next of kin) 
HATTON Mrs. F. (next of kin) 
HUTCHINSON Mrs. R.G. tl 

HYMAN Mrs. E. ft 
HOGAN MBE Mr. J.B. 
HUSKINSON CBE, M3 Air Comm. P. 
HIRD Mr. A.H. 
HARPER Mr. B. 
HONEYMAN J. P. Ch. B. Doctor J. 
HARGREAVES Mr. K. 
HENDRY Mr. A.S. 
HAMMOND Mr, L. 
Hillier Mr. E. 
HARPER Mr. Kenneth 

IVEL/JV-CHAPMAN KGB, KBE, DFC, 1\^S iJc/Wi Sir Ronald 
INGLIS Mr. H.G. 

JORDAN A/V/M R.B. 
JACKSON S. Ldr. R.I 
JOHNSTON Grp. Capt. G.A.D. 
JARRATT Mr. E. 
JAGO MBE Mr. K.T. 
JOHNSON DFC F. Lt. E.G. 
JEALOUS Mr. L. G. 
JONES Mr. R. 

KING 
KNIGHT 
KAY 
KIDSON 
KEELING 
KINGSLEY 
KNOLLYS 
KEEtR 
KING 

AFRAeS., 

A. C. A. 
GCMG, MBE,DFC, 

LIGHT METAL FORCINGS LTD. 
LINDGREN 
LYONS & GO. LTD. 
Li,GEY 
LESTER 
LUDIN 
LESLIE 
LEE CB, CBE, 
LAMPITT 
LEVTE 
LANE 
LENNARD 
LEWIS 
Lyons 
LATTA 
LEVY x 

Mrs. E. 
Airs. E. (Next of kin) 
I'-'iT• J . J-L.R. 
Mr. P. 
Sir Jjohn 
Mr. b. 
The Rt, Hon. Viscount 
Mr. Bill 
Mr. H.V. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Grp. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

F.W. 
77. J. 
D.H. 
J.L. 
E.J. E. 
D.J. 
Capt. 
W.E. 
J. 

Commander 
Mr. Robert 
Mr. 5.K. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Allen 

D.J. P. 

C.J. 
Louis 

T 28/30 

F 56/57 
0 10/11 
P 51 & 048/51 
L 2/3 
S 4/5 
M 56/57 
E 38/41 
B 29/30 
T 38/39 

I 4/5 
T 19/21 
C 41/42 
F 31/32 
C.2/3 
C 38/39 
H 6/7 
Q 1/3 
D 6/7 
A 27/28 
M 42/43 
J 50/51 
I 22/23 
M 22/23 
J 44/45 
K. 10/11 
P 22/23 
P 44/45 
H 48/49 
P 22/23 

A 29/31 
F 10/11 

K 6/7 
T 52/43 
T 44/45 
H 35/36 
A 16/17 
C 4/6 
M 10/11 
H 50/51 

N 52/53 
G 54/55 
A %/3 
B 39/44 
A 40/41 
J 46/47 
A 18/19 
H 10/11 
P 34/35 

K 8/9 
I 20/21 
I 26/31 
D 5 
T 24/25 
T 22/23 
T 8/9 
J 14/15 
H 36/37 
B 8/3 
I 16/1/ 
H 8/9 
0 38/39 
J 40/43 
F 38/39 
E 50/51 
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MELLERSH 
MATTHEWS 
HONOUR CHE, MICE 
MUNTZ 
MULTITEX LTD. 
MALLESON 
MARRIOTT 
MARTIN DSO,DFC,AFC, 
McINDOE C3E, PRCS. 
mCBRIDGE O.3.E. 
MANGE 
MACKENZIE 
M&CLAJPIE-HILLIER 
l.CGEE 
MCKEE 
McLEAN 
MILLS ICCB, DEC 
MacGOWK 
McDONALD 
MURRAY 
MALONBY 
MORRISON 
MADDEN 
1,ORRIS 
MAUSER 
MCDONALD 
MYCROFT 

.A/V/M Sir Francis 
Doctor R. M.S. 
Mr. J.W. 
- ir« 

Mr. H. 
Fir (next of kin) 
¥. Cdr. H. V. (survivor) 
Sir Archibald 
Mr. L.M. 
Mr. J.M.H. 
Mr. W.Ii. 
Mr. M. 
Mr. J.O. 
A./.V./.M. A. 
Mr. S. 
Air Marshal Sir George H. 
Dr. J.C. 
Mr. W.H. 
Mr. K.W. 
Mr. E. 
Mr. T.J. 
Mr. Cecil 
Mr. R. A. 
Mr. 
Mr. J.H. 
Mr. W.C. 

K 38/39 
T 50/51 
S 8/9 
T 11/12 
T 26/27 
S 6/7 
K 54/55 
F 24. 
L 25/27 
B 35/36 
M 8/9 
K 22/28 
T 13/14 
L 2/3 & 
N 6/7 
K 14/15 
B 14/15 
F 35/36 
H 14/15 
H 16/17 
G 26/27 
P 46/47 
P 48/49 
N 40/41 
L 49 
I 40/41 
I 48/49 

2/3 

NICHOLSON Mrs. E. (next of kin) K 48. 
NICHOLSON ring Cdr. A.N.N. J 8/9 
NORNEY Mr. John A 5/6 
NICHOLLS Mr. w.A. N 2/3 

OM 
OLLE 
OUTEN 
OWNER 
OiiR 
OSTRER 
OSTRER 
OVERSEAS PRESS 

POYNTZ 
POWELL 
PICKARD 0.3. E. 
PERSONS mo 
PIE CB, FRS. 
POWELL 
PORTAL KG,IvCB, OM, DSO, MC,DCL, LLD 
PATHFINDER ASSOCIATION 

PRI1.SE 
PIATT 
PECK 
PRINGLE 
PROCTOR 
PHILLIPS 
PiRKER 

Mr. T.G. 
Mr. J.E. 
Ivir. E.T 
Mr. P.M. 
Miss T. 
Mr. M. 
Mr. E. 

M 54/55 
M 46/47 
0 57/58 
L 52/55 
P 12/13 
F 20/21 
E 19 
R 8/21,22/36,43/51 
Q 8/17, 22/33,38/51 
s 26/32 
T 31/32 

Mrs. G.A. (next of kin) 
Air Comm. G.J. 
Grp. Capt. W.J. 
Mr. W.H. 
Sir David 
Fit. Sgt. 
M/R.A.F. The Rt. 

Mr. G. 
Mr. J.W. 
Mrs. M. 
Mr. J. 
Mr. F.B. 
L'ir. C.j. 
Commander 

G 6/7 
K 40/41 
C 33/34 
A 11/12 
B 37/38 
H 33/34 

Hon. Viscount B 25/26 
Q 4/7 F 52/53 
J 24/25 J 4/7 
H 52/57 
R 52/53 
N 27/32 
F 19/21 
L 12/13 
L 18/19 
N 38/39 
F 40/41 



ROSTRON Mr. C.M. T 1 & S 1 
RAPLEY #r. A. P 4/5 
RAHFORD F. Lt. R.W.B. S 16/19 
ROT/ELL A.H. E 7. 
ROBINSON Mr. F. T 55/58 
ROBERTS Mrs. D. E. (next of kin) I 52/55 
RICE D.F.C. L. Lt. G. B 44/45 
ROBSON MD, F.R.G.P Doctor K. J 22/23 
RUCK DFC S. Ldr. J. A. M 34/35 
REDHEAD Mr. K. ±... K l6/l? 
RANK D.L, J.P Mr. J. Arthur C 17/18 
RICHARDS CBE A/Cdr. A.E.V. M 46/47 
R.A.F. BENEVOLENT FUND N 24/25.Al8/l9,Bl8/ 
RENEOUF Vice Admiral B 25/26 
REYNOLDS Mr, Peter E 8/9 
REDGRAVE Mr. Michael F 48/49 

SELIGMAN 1-ir. R.M. G 5^53 
SCOTT-FARNIE G. Capt. G. H 2/5, 1 8/9 
SARVAKTO Lt. Col. J. 0 44/45 
STRAIGHT Mr. Whitney B 31/32 
SHANNON DSO.DFC, S. Ldr. D.J. F 29/30 
SAUNDBY KBE,CB ,1'$,DFC,AFC A/M Sir Robert H.M.S. A 30/21 
SIMS OBE W. Cdr. A.E. E 52/53 
SPRIGGS KM Sir Frank Spencer A 9/10 
SCOTT Mr. C.H. J 48/49 
SUTTON Mr. J. L 20/21 
SPARKES Mr. F. H 11/13 
SCOTT Mr. J.M. H 20/21 
SCOTT Miss Janette E 10/11 
SPARKES Col. H. F 18/19 
SCOTT Mr, Gordon P 24/25 
5TEY7ART Mr. R.V. P 32/33 
SOUTHGATE Mr. A. P 38/39 
SHERRIFP Mr. R. C. G 48/49 
STEPHEN Miss Susan D 30/31 

TEDDHGTON BRANCH R.A.F.A. P 52/57 
TILL Mr. W.B. I 54/55 
TEARE Mr. T.D.G. K 36/37 
THOMAS Mrs. S. T 52 
TR1DE Mr. T.G. T 40/41 
TURE^ER Captain Cyril M 10/13 
TEED Major P.L. I 24/25 
THORNTON CBE A/V/M H.N. N 16/21 
TEDDER GCB.DCL.LLD lyR.A.F. The Lord Tedder R.B. 
THOROLD CMG Mr. G.F. B.6/7 
THURSO K.T, CLG, LID Thr Lord B 18/19 
TOV/NSEND Bit. Lt. G 20/21 
THOMAS Mr. Howard I 38/39 
TAYLOR Mr, Gilbert I §0/51 
TODD Mr. Richard H 38/39 

URQUHAZD Mr, Robert F 8/9 

Van DAMM Miss S. H 32/34 
VENNER CMG Mr. J.F. M 18/19 
TARNON HUNT Mr. R. Q 52/58 P2/3 

P58 S2/3 T44/45 
S 42/47 

VAUGHAN OBE, IC :,QC,JP G, Capt. R.C, A 32/33 



WHITT;JCER DEC 
WEBB DPM 
"WHITE KBEJDFC, VD 
WJiLLIS CBE,ERS 

S. Ldr. I. 
Mr. D.E. 
The Hon. Sir Thomas 
Br. Barnes N. 

WARNE DSOJDPC 
WHITWORTH DSO DEC 
WILLIS 
WINTERBOTTOM 
WOLLS 
WITHERS 
V/E3B 
WALKER 
VASTER 
W/FIWICK 
WOOIiJER 
Y/ALLIS 
7/HTITAKER 
WILCOX 

W. Cdr. J. 3. 
G. Capt. J.N.H. 
Mr. E. 
G. Capt. 
I.lr. J. 
Mr. Wallis 
Mr. E. 
Mr. G.B. 
Sir Philip 
Mr. Norman 
Mr. L.R. 
Mr. J.R. 
Mr. W. A. 
Mr, Herbert 

F 33/34 
B 1/2 
B 27/28 
B 20/22 C20/22 
-132/33 1136/2? 
M 30/3 
M 16/17 
J 31/32 
A 3/8 
I 18/19 
I 14/15 
K 31 /32 
T 6/7 
0 28/29 
G 34/37 J38/39 
P 40/41 
L 38/39 
H 40/41 
H 46/4.7 
C 29/30 
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PRINCESS MARGARET ATTENDS THE 
"DAM BUSTERS" PREMIERE. 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT CLARK AID MR. ROBIN CLARK. K 

MR. .ND MRS. PATRICK BARR. r' 

-ilR r ,:'WHaL IR vNO LADY SAUNDBY. S 

MR. ND MRS. ECKMAN. ^ 

RT.HON. LC '.) DE L' ISLE AND DUDLEY V.C. S 

MR. BARNES .VALLIS, 

MR. EC AN ;ND ' R. GUODLATTE. \ 

RICHARD TODD AND WIFE. 

MR. .ND :RS. C.J. LATTA. X 

X 

< 

HERBERT ILCOX AND ANNE NEAGLE 

MR. ,ND MRS. MACGREOOR SCOTT. 

MR. AND MRS. BONEF OF SPAIN. 

MR. xND MRS. DOUGLAS BADSR. • 

MARSHAL OF R.A.F. SIR .ILLUM DICKSON AND LORD DUDLEY 
LORD AND LADY TEDDER AND LORD DUDLEY. 
PROCESS MARBARET ARRIVES EEYS LORD TEDDER AND LORD / 
DUDLEY. 
LADY XHKDK TEDDER, S. EC^ Ai AND <IFE, ROBERT CLARK ^ND , 

IFE (SOME OF THUS J: OBSCURED BY EOPLE TALKING ACROSS \ 
CAMERA) 
PRESENTATION TO THE PRINCESS IN THE FOLLOWING ORDERj-

(A) (B) (C) - (C) .HITTAKER (A) 
(1) MARY ,YRE ALLIS) (A) (B) 
SURVIVORS AND THE NEXT OF KIN: V 
( 1 )  ( 2 )  ( 3 )  ( 4 )  ( 5 )  ( 6 )  ( 1 3 )  ( 1 4 )  ( 1 5 )  ( 1 6 )  ( 1 7 #  ( 1 8 )  ( 1 9 )  X  

( 2 0 )  ( 2 1 )  ( 2 2 )  ( 2 3 )  ( 2 4 )  ( 2 5 )  
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"THE DAM BUSTERS" premiere 

BBC Television programme 

Transmission - Friday, May 20 1955 9.15-9.30 p.m. 

Prepared. by Associated British-Pathe Ltd., 
Production Division. 

Sound 

R.A.F. Lancasters in mia-air, night snot. 

Title (superimposed):-

The story behind 

"THL DM BUST.JIS" 

Fade title, continue air-to-air shots. 

Engines 

Lancasters landing at night, 

Pilots ana crew leaving 

aircraft. 

Crews gathering to report 

results of operation. 

Engine background. 
Voice of BBC announcer:-

"This is London. 
In the early hours of this 
morning a force of Lancasters 
of Bomber Command led by Wing 
Commander G.P. Gibson, D.S.O., 
D.F.C. attacked with mines 
the oams of the Moehne and 
Sorpe Reservoirs. The _,ioehne 
Dam has been brcachea over a 
length of 100 yards and the 
power station below has been 
swept away by the resulting 
floous. 
Eight of the Lancasters 
are missing." 

Engine noise up. 

Gibson showing photographs to 

King and Queen. 

Commentary outline; 
(rough indication only} 

"The Dam Busters" raid has 

been described as the most 



4. Buckingham Palace 

Investiture. 

5. Lancasters, air-to-air 

shots. 

6. Main lounge, Empire Theatre. 

Informal shots of the people 

waiting to be presented, to 

daring episode of the War. Only 

a few were told the full story 

at the time. King George the 

Sixth visited the squadron for 

a first-hand account from Wing 

Commander Guy Gibson, the leauer 

of the Dam Busters. 

A little more of the story came 

out when the awards were made, 

and when Guy Gibson went to 

Buckingham Palace for his 

Victoria Gross with his team of 
* 

tne 617 Squauron. 33 of them 

were decorated. 

But until now uhe story has 

lived only in print. Not until 

today, twelve years after the 

raid, has the world been allowed 

to see for itself what really 

happened on that brave expedition. 
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Princess Margaret, half an nour 

before she is aue to arrive. 

Individual shots;-

a. Dr. Barnes V/allis anu 
family. 

Twelve years later, to the day, 

May thu 16th, on the anniversary 

of tne Dam Busters raid some of 

those most concerned have been 

brought together. Gathered 

here are the man who had the idea, 

and the men who carried it out. 

Ana tnere are the women who 

waited at home. Ana perhaps uhere 

are the shadows of those who 

never came back. 

Jarnes Wallis, the man who 

designed the Wellington bomber, 

was the man who had the brilliant 

conception of bombing the German 

dams and flooding the industrial 

Ruhr. And he was the man who made 

the gigantic five-ton bombs to do 

the JOD. The oay before the war 

began he left his wife and two 

daughters (very young they were 

then) to join tne war effort. 



V> 

b. Christ's Hospital 
children. 

c. Men of b17 Squauron 

a. Widov/s and relatives. 

Toniy.it tnvy share in tne acclaim 

t.iat will be his. 

Dr. Wallis was awarded £10.000 ior 

the invention of the Bomb ana he 

promptly handed it over to start 

a funa for ihe education of sons 

ana aauguters of R.A.F. men. 

These are four of the children who 

nave benefited. They have one 

other tiring in common - each haa 

a father killed in action on 

Royal Mr Force ciuty. 

And these are the Dam Busters 

tnemselves, 12 years later. 

Wing Commander Micky Martin (said 

to bu une greatest bomber pilot 

of the war) who hit uhe target 

from his Lancaster P for Peter. 

Squadron-leaner Shannon who had 

his 21st birthuay on tne day the 

King went to congratulate the 

squadron. 

.tc. 
Nineteen Lancasters wont out on 

the Dam Busters raid, and only 
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ten came bacK. 

The men who flew in those ten 

Lancasters are not forgotten. Some 

of their mothers are here today. 

Mrs. Hopgood is the mother of 

Flight Lieutenant Hopgood who was shot 

down as his Lancaster was actually 

over the target„ 

(Other motners named) 

e. Mrs. Eve Hyman. Guy Gibson, the Maitre Bomber, came 

back from the raid. But uiere was to 

be another operation from waich he aid 

nou return. Toright will bring many 

memories to Eve, his widow. And to 

f. Mr. Gibson. his father, Mr. A.J. Gibson. 

8\ Long shot of Dam Busters 
group. Exactly twelve years later, on the 

aay of one raid, the Lam Busters are 

togetner again - to live once more 

through their tale of heroism. For 

now it can DO told. Now their story 

is recorded for all time in a 

British film; picturing to the 

world a supreme deed oi courage and 

sell-sacrifice. 
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9. Exterior 01 Empire Theatre, witn 

"Ihe Dam Busters" title well in 

evidence. Crowds milling around 

ab tney wait for Princess ...argaret. 

10. Interior foyer, scenes at first night 

as R.ii.F. top oraso and civilians arrive. 

(No film stars). 

11. Princess Margaret's car or awirig up 

putside theatre. 

12. Shots of her getting out of the car 

and walking into tne uheatre. 

13. Interior, foyer. The Princess is 

met b -  Lord Teader and Lord ae 1'Isle & 

Dudley, V.C. 

14. Mr. Robert Clark, producer of the film is 

presented. 

15. Princess goes up the stairs. 

16. Glimpse of group in Main lounge waiting tensely 

for Princess. 

17. Princess enters Lfcin Lounge. 
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18. Presentation of Dam Busters and 

relatives to Princess. Also Richaru Toda, etc. 

19. Princess enters theatre. 

20. Theatre interior, Princess's party settling down in Royal Box. 

21. Lignts dim. 

22. Screen of tneatre, title appears. 

23. Actual excerpt from film, beginning 

with title anu title music. 

24. Night snots of Lancasters use v. as background 

for end titles ;- The story behind 

riHE DAM BUSTLRS 

reported Television 

by Associated British-pathe Ltu. 

H.T. 8.5.55. 
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jjAM ' '-USTLRS T . 

Possible Liming:-

Titles ana introduction 

Gibson newsreels iteas 

Scenes in Main Lounge 

Princess Margaret end Pre i.iere scents 

Excur^t 

Minutes 

1.00 

1 .00 

5.00 

j.00 

5.00 

15.00 
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