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PREPARATIONS for the celebration of Murderka are goin^; ahead according 
to schedule. All Important buildings in the, Federal Capital are being 
given a face-lift. They include: 
1. The Federal ecret ri b (L.R., M.f., C.U.). 
2. Railway Station (L.S.). 
J. Suleim n Building (tilt-up shot and I.e.) which houses- the Cu tarns 

D.I.D., Income Tax, 1 tr&tion, Town Plannin am other 
Government t psrtments. 

Flags and decorations go up at the 9-storeyed Federal House with the 
assistance of the Fire Brigade. Consplcuou among the decorations is 
the Federation's Coat of Arms. The R 1 nicy, symbol of an era that 
has now pas ed into history, is today th official residence of the 
Chief Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman. After Merderka, it till continue 
to remain his residence -a Prime Minister. The #2.3 million Merderka 
Stadium where Indepeno nee will be proclaimed on uguet 1 t is in it 
final stage of completion. Four floodlighting towers rising to 140 ft. 
will illuminate the arena for night event . The lawn i being got into 
perfect shape for the c remonial per de nd other sporting events that 
will take place and continue throughout Merderka Veek. Th* I itana, 
where the fang di-Pertu n Agong or P.ra ount Ruler will reside h z 
been completely renovated. K furniture i being installed in the 1stana. 

FARE ELL BANQUET: The Malay Ruler gave a far ell banquet to trie 
Sigh Commissioner, Sir Donald M&cGillivray end Lady MacGillivray 
atthe Lake Club in Ku la Lumpur on Augu t erd. On their arrival the 
guest of honour were received by th Keeper of the Ruler:1 Seal, 
Tuan Hajl Mustapha Albakri. All eye are centred on the Yang 
di-Pertuan Beanr of Negri Sembilan, His Highness Tuartku Abdul 
Rahman, who earlier in the day was elected the first Paramount Ruler 
of the Independent Federation of Malaya. Mth him is the ultan of 
Selangor (on the right) who was elected deputy Paramount Ruler. His 
Highnes the I ultan of K dah. on behalf of the other Rul rr, paid a 
glowing tribute to ir Don. lc and L tiy acuillivray. In the course 
of his speech he was moved to .ay "When the history of the country 
comes to be t.rltten, it I certain th t their name? will be written ±bx 
large across its pages for their inestimable contribution during the 
crucial years before M r erka. V.'e shall nev r forget them." After 
toasting Their Highnesses the Rulers, Sir Donald described his five 
years in Malaya as "thrilling and eventful years". He en ed by saying i 
"May the fundamental liberties of mankind bind together in unity the 
peoples of Malaya whose diversity 1 strength*. Gu st; at the 
function included the Chief Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, C inet 
Ministers and Consul r representatives. 

SIGHING OF THE HE. ACRE J.IiT: On Monday, 5th August, tht Malay Ruler: 
and their High Commissioner, Sir Donald MacGillivray met at King's 
House to sign the new Federation of Malaya agreement, 1957 - virtually 
the last formality towards the achievement of Independence# From the 
grounds of King' Hou e, Sir Donald leads the Paramount Ruler-elect up 
the steps into the building. Inside the dining hall h ho s the 
Pre ,iding Ruler, the ultan of Kedah to his chair. The other Rul rs then 
take their eats eith r Ida o. the High Commissioner round the L-sheped % 
table. In a short speech before the igning, the High l omrsissioner, 
resplendent in hi; full navy blue ceremonial uniform, said that on an 
occasion such this it was inevitable th t their minds should run 
back over the years. It was 8-" years ago th .t th lrrt treaty was 
signed bet*:.sen the Chief, of Perea end ir ndrew Clarke, the 
Governor of the trait Settlement;'. "We think of the great names of 
the past and of the landmarks in the hi.tore of thi country; some of 
us who are older re sad because tie old afrxx order of thing can 
never return" he said. Sir Donald ...eat on t.. ay "But let us reviember 
the words of the poet - 'F r not the future, eeep not the past.* The 
time had come for a break in the old form of relation bet ©en Or t 
Britain, as tutor, and the Malay tates and Settlements as stu ent . 
"Henceforth our two countries will march forward together a. equal 
partners in the Com onaealth of fi. tions, 01 ties are being broken -***%, 
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tho-:e of sentiment and mutual tru t and respect, are 
to take their place" he added, 

Yang dl-Pertuan Besar, egri 3e oilan. 
Sultan of Eelangor. 
: ltan of Kelantan. 
Regent of Johore. 
Sultan of P. hang. 
Sultans of Trengganu and P rak. 
Raja of Perils. 
Sultan of Kedah (applauding). 

The nev; Federation of Malaya agreement, 1957* is signed by Hie 
Excellency Sir Donald MacGillivray. The Chief Secretary, The on. 
Sir David V.irt hers ton attests his signature ES a witness. 
Th'3 Malay Rulers then sign the Agreement in the following order: 

1. Sultan of Kedah with c.u. 
2. Regent of Johore " c.u. 
3. Tang dl-Pertuan Besar of N. eml ilan isith c.u. 
4. Sultan of Selrngor x.ith c.u. 
5. Sultan of Tr ngganu. 
6. Rc. JL  of P rlis. 
7. Sultan of Pahcng. 
8. fultan of Kelantan. 

Then it is the turn of the four Dndangs of Negri £e:abilan, the 
Tengtu Baser of Tampin, followed by the Rul r 1 witnes es. Stamped 
and seal;d, the F deration of Malaya /greoaent, 1957* The High 
Commissioner and the Rulers pose for a hi. toric picture on th< lama 
of King1 House. 

but new ties, 
already there 
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Federation of Malaya. 

MALAY RUL 114 IKi.-?iLKD3KCE SIGNING C::REiiONY. PARAMOUNT RULER ELECTED. 

Sir Donald HacGillivray, last of the British High Commissioners in 

the Federation of Malaya under the system of British indirect rule, 

speaking before the signing ceremony of the new indepen ence agreement in 

Kuala Lumpur on August 5, said the time he d come for a break in the old 
form of rel tions between Britain and the Malay States and Settlements. 

Henceforth the two countries would march forward together as equal 

partners in the Com onwealth of Nation . Old ti s * ere being broken, but 

new ties of sentiment, respect and mutual tru t were already there to 

take their place. 

In a brilliant scene in which Their Highnes es the Kuler • and other 

Notables of the M;lay States took their places for the signing, the I ultan 

of Kedah, present Chairman of the conference of rulers, expressed 

Malaya' gratitude to Britain for making independence possible "V.'e 

pray to Almighty God", he said, "that what we re about to do will be of 

lasting benefit to the country". 

The new Federation of Malaya agreement, which comes into force on 

August 51 (independence Day), refers to the agreement bet een Her Majesty 

The Queen and their Highnes:es the Malay Rulers and the ruling chiefs of 

Negri Sembllan that the Federation of Malaya should become an 

independent country within the Com onwealth. 

In the new fully independent Malaya, the Head of State or paramount 

ruler - the "Yang di-Pertuan Agong" - will be Tuanku Sir Abdul Rahman, 

ruler of the tate of Negri Sembilan. (He is not to be confused ith 

Tunku Abdul Rahman, Chief Minister of the Federation.) The Head of State 

was elected by the rulers from among themselves. He will be installed on 

September 2 for five years, when a nev, vote will be taken for his 

successor. The rulers ht.ve approved the selection of the Eultan of 

Selangor, Sir Hisanuddin A lam Shah, as deputy para. ;ount ruler. 

First High Commissioner in Britain of the Federation of Malaya, 

& to Nik Ahmed Kajail, is already in London. 

See also TH TIMES, DAILY TELEGRAPH, NEWS C IROHCLE AND OTHER 
PiPEBS OF TUESDAY, 6th AUGUST, 1957-


