
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE -  Re lease  No .  198-57  

VANGUARD F IRING 
(Of f i c ia l  Navy  foo tage  re leased  by  Dep t .  o f  De fense)  

Tes t  Veh ic le  Three  o f  P ro jec t  Vanguard  i s  shown on  the  
launch ing  pad  a t  Cape Canavera l ,  F lo r ida .  The  m iss i le  f i r i ng  was  
unsuccess fu l  due  to  a  ma l func t ion  no t  apparen t  du r ing  the  long  
p re l im inary  coun t -down.  

Ac t ing  Secre ta ry  o f  De fense  Dona ld  Quar les ,  comment ing  on  
the  fa i l u re  o f  the  VANGUARD tes t  veh ic le ,  s ta ted :  

"We conduc t  tes ts  o f  t h i s  k ind  because  the  sys tem i s  
complex  and  e lements  o f  i t  can  a lways  f a i l .  We,  o f  course ,  reg re t  the  
fa i l u re  bu t  regard  i t  as  an  inc iden t  i n  the  per fec t ion  o f  the  
VANGUARD sa te l l i t e  sys tem.  S ince  m i l i t a ry  rocke t ry  was  no t  i nvo lved ,  
we fee l  tha t  th i s  inc iden t  has  no  bear ing  on  the  p rograms fo r  the  
deve lopment  o f  i n te rmed ia te  range  and  in te r -con t inen ta l  ba l l i s t i c  
m iss i les  ,  which  a re  con t inu ing  to  make  f i ne  p rogress .  


