
LASTE HOMJ0B TO POBB 
c 

13/10/1958 

Body of Pppe Pius XII lies in awesome splendor in peter'a Basilica 
since Friday flights noble guards flank red-draped catafalque} tall 
candles flicker. 
In these three days the doors of the Basilica, the world's largest church, 
were thrown open at dawn, to let the long procesaion, a moving river of 
humanity, enter and pay the last lOaage to the Pope of Peace* 
It enters doors at the rigl, moving slowly shoulder to should er, held 
within borders by wooden stands, circle tne catafalque and tnen shuffle 

slowly out through the other side door. 
As in the tremendous audiences that Pius XII txeld in the 1350 Holy Year, 
the humanity that flows around the Pope's body now includes people from 
all parts of the worldt they are ef all races and color, but their 
thoughts are much alike| they are hundreds of thousands of pilgrims, 
tourists besides Romans1 all are solemnly subdued. 
A small band of faithful had camped all night and through t.ie eesly 

morning hours at the very doors of Uv. Peter's. Because they were over 
2000 people jaa-ied on the wsteps of Lit. Water's early in the morning, 
custodians open the gates 45 minutes before schedule (at 5,i 5 a.m.). 
Traffic was paralyzed oy one of the greatest manifestations of devout 
affaction shown any Pope in the 2000-year history of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Streets leading to the lofty domed Basilica of St. Peter's where 
the Pontiff's body lies iri state, we clogged with human traffic, cars 
and buses. Many had traveled till night from, re aote corners of Italy and 
farther. 



11 October 11958 1 

ROMS iiOUHKS AS PIUS XII RBTURltS . . , 
(fifth reportage) 

The mournful procession which ended at St.Peter's began at Caste&gandolfo 
where the door# of the Papal Palace were thrown open yesterday at 2.23 gum* 
An almost oppressive hush, broken only by the tolling of bells, fell on a 
tight-packed throng in the small public square# 

The motored hearse carrying the Pontiff had glass wallst on the top there 
ran was a huge golden trl-regnum, symbol of the papal offices on each 
corner of the hearse was a golden angel. The Pontiff's cofl'in was covered 
by red silk, and the body was not visible. 

Home police reinforced by policemen from other cities were stationed to 
hold back the crowd, but th&t was scarcely necessary* the people stood 
silent and almost awed. 
The body of the Sgrpreme Pontiff was brought unformally from the Papal 
summer home at Castelganiolfo to St. John Lateran, Pope Blue' See as 
Bishop of Home. As Pope* the Supreme Pontiff had been in the basilica 
only twicet the first time was in splendor to take possession of the 
Basilica after his election as Bishop of Rome and Head of the Roman 
Catholic Church on MaTch 2, 1939* the second time was on August 26 
during the 1950 Holy Tear, when garted as a simple priest, he visited 
the basilica as a pilgrim. 

The Pontifical hearse passed through the ancient Porta dl San Giovanni 
and then moved slowly toward the front of the massive basilica of San 
Giovanni. Italian troops here stood at attentions crowds stood silently. 
In front of the b%silioa, its oanons knelt, as pallbearers lifted the 
late Pontiff's coffin and carried ite into the basilica. The Plntlff's 
chair-bearers - who in life carried Plus XII thrlumphantly in portable 
throne, slowly carried the coffin; at their sides were Noble Guards of 

the Pontifical Court In full dress andwith plumed helmtts. 
The c asket was turned so that the dead Pontiff would enter It with his 
head toward the altars Cardinal Tit.eerant headed the procession to the 
altar; cardinals, high prelates and the entire diplomatic corps to the 
Vatican representing nealy 50 nations were present. 
The rite here of absolution and benediction lasted a few minutes: it was 
Stew* administered by Benedetto Cardinal Alii si toasella, archprlest of 
the Baslwllca of St. John Lateran, and - temporarily - as Csmerlengo, 
head of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Then from the Basilica of 9t. John, the hearse moved formally at the pace 
of a walk slowly toward St. Peter's, alongside It walked noble guards. 
The procession was opened by a Carablnlerl police baud plying funeral music 
followed by plumed oarabinlerl, prelates,priests, msabers of religious 
orders, stud en* priests, members of Catholic Actio*, and many, many others 
The tremendous cortege moved slowly by the Colosseum 4.20 p.m. when the rays 
of the setting sun were already beginning to slant town lew. 
Slowly it proceed through downtown Home (via *WL ImpertjjjQL, piazza Venezia 
Corso Vlttorio imanuele, piazza San Pietro) toward Vatican City end St. 



Petex's , n&ere nine days of solemn funeral o ere monies officially 
begin today. 

The mournful procession arrived at St. Peter at 6.10 hourm p.m. 
The hearse was followed by the Pontiff's relatives,w##k**#ww&y 
by the Premier Fanfanl and government members* high prelates and 
diplomatic corps. 

The coverage shows I 

Authorities of Castelganfolfo waiting for the outcomlng of the hears# 
Mournful procession outcomlng from su mer residence 
Mournful moSeroade along via Apple 
Italian army #e#a**s units 
The President of Catholic Action follows the hearse 
The cortege enters Home thro# Porta San Giovanni 
Th* hearse reaches the basilica of St. Jofen Lateran 
The coffin is lifted by the chair-bearers 
Following the coffin are Pontiff's sister, nephews and relatives. 
After the rite, the foxmal procession moves towards St. Peterfe 
through Oolosaeo, via Impor o, Corso and bridge Vittorio Emanuel e. 

In piazza San Pietro, rellgiuoa orders and faithful crowd await 
The hearse at last arrives at St. Peter's square 
Swiss Guards full dressed with cuirass and halberd escort the hearse 
Several shots of St. Peter'a square as the cortege passes by. 
The coffin is brought into the basilica, ending the Pope's last jourm 
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The beers arrive* la St* Peter's square 

- Prtoiler *aafaal sad leobero or ESnllsa asvereaeat fellow 
3t# *eter*s belles tell 

• The ooffla of the Dope's body is belay bora# la to the basillea 
• The ooffla Is bslag opeaed 

• She oardtaels sre watehlag ea. 

- The erowd alll la &t. Jeter's square tan lous to pay Its last homage 
to the Pope of Tease 

- The oatafalque where : lusx Ill's body lies la state 
: 

» Various shots of the aeurnsre elrsling around the catafalque and pas slag 
by the Tope's body late #$# fetor's 

• iresident Sea. ereagora arrives la St* rotor's with embers of Italian 
of Senate tfotwaemt 

• ere shots of people la 3t| Peter's square leasing for eateries the 
baailloa end resoh the oat#falque 

• Membere of diplomatic oorps to the oly See arrive 

• President of Chamber of Deputies# on# Leone, Into the Baailloa for his 
homa&e to riuo Hi's body 

- ore eiota of psrsoaalltles stsppieg with la heMero reserved to off lot ale, 
towards the basil lea. 



POPC BUHXvvL 
seventh reportage 

»# • •/ « ̂  W 

Pine XII "The Pep* of Peace* wee burled yeoterday shrouded In crimson 
and gold and thrice hound in oasketa ef Cyprus, lead and elm. 
The burial in the solemn breath-taking splendor of 3t. Pet" 's Basilica 
fcbeforo an invited crowd of 5000 climaxed five days of ceremonies. 
The body of Pope dresasd in white and red waa born* to Altar of th» 
Confession, as the choir of the Julian Chapml without scoo opanlment sang, 
the body of the Pope was brought to the altar. After the absolutlo , the 
men who bore the Pope'ethrone when he was alive, now carefully placed the 
body in the coffin; the pope's face waa covered with a white v* 1, another w» 
was placed at his fast) than it was folded the red and gold should over the 
body. Then it was red a biography and eulogy. Followed the individual 
absolution by all cardinal a. At the conclusion of the rites at the Altar 
of the Confession the single casket mada of three was wheeled back to the 
entrance to the grotto beneath the Basilica. There a system of ropes and 
pulleys was used to lower the coffin for final placement in the Clementine 
crypt near to the reported burial spot of the Basilica*a namesake St.Peter 
The satire ceremony lasted for the spectators two hours from 16.00 to 18.06. 
Upon the lowering of the casket on th* floor of the crypt, the casket was 
wheeled through the narrow passageway beneath the church for placement,in 
the vault. 

Unassembled Coverages shows* 

- The interior of th* BasHioa, beneath the do%e 
» The columns of the Altar of the Confession, behind the Pope's body la stats 
. Some shots of the body In state, flanked by Noble Guards and Swiss Guards 
» The body is removed and lowered into coffin 
• The casket Is wheeled back to th* entrance to the grotto 
• Cardinals , one after another, pass and bless the body 
» The body is placed into the coffin 
- A brass tubs containing a script with the occompl1ofcmaats of the Pontiff's 
reign e$d ths eulogy to placed into the coffin along with m bag contaialag 
replicas of every coin and medal struck during the reign of Plus XIIt this 
is intended as an historical legacy for future generations «nd to Identify 
ths remains if there is no other way 

» Closing of the coffin 
- A Mass is being officiated 
- Closing of the coffin 
" Blessing of the coffin 
• The entrance to th* grotto by the Altar of the Coafeosloa 
• Ths coffin placed in ths Vatican grotto 
» The Vatican pass by ths coffin 
» l.C. of the casks6 (of polished elm b aring plaques on the vop) 

» The Invited people admitted to attend Lurial ceremony, Is in prayer. 
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Pop# i lee Mil, hae been buried yeetsrdfty might la MI regal la 
la the dark, damp grettoee unier at* Pe$er'e Detsilicet eher# he 
once deeeemded In erkmr • e overalls to a aueoea&ful quest for the 
tomb of the apeatl#. 
Seeking the teeb of the Prinee of the Apeatlea had been on# of the 
main dream* of flue XII aiaoe the firet days of hie ?o«tttioate. 

, By m leprae civ* eelaetdeeee, the fact that first inspired him to _ 
the search occurred days before his election to the Papal throne. 

In hie Chrietmae epeeoh of the 195C Eoly Year, he woe able to amouaee 
to Chrieteadom that the tomb of the Galilean fiahemaan -M fi ret lope 
had been found i the Cathello church had alwaye held th t St* Peter •a Basil lor was looated on the exact spot shore thr Apesthe toter wee 
bmried la a pagan oemetery after hie martyrdom in && or (3? A.D.; but 
there had been no material evidence to support this belief. 

It la a few feet above the tomb of St. ieter, in the bap el of the 
Treeontationf on the upper floor of the grot to #e that Hue til has 
been buried* Hie teeb, which he aald in hi a teatnment "will be 
more gratifying the aero It la obscure* le in the back .yell of the 
chapel, flanked on Ae 3r ft and right walla by the tombs if .Benedict 
X?f the rope mho made him a blahop and imnolo* and lue 1, the l ope 
he me#w proclaimed a eeint. 

The cor meny began at 4*00 p.m. end ended for the speetasere at 6*06 p.m. 
when he rope# lowering the casket eegged 1 Imply9 indloetln, that the 
coffin wae resting on the floor of the crypt. 


