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The  USS TRITON (SSNR 586 ) ,  t he  wor ld ' s  l a rges t  nuc lea r  submar ine ,  
re tu rns  heme today  a f te r  comp le t i ng  the  f i r s t  submerged  c i r cumnav iga ­
t i on  fo r  the  wor ld .  

The  Command ing  O f f i ce r  o f  t he  TRITON,  Cap ta in  Edward  L .  Beach ,  
rece i ved  o rde rs  t o  p roceed  a round  the  wor ld  submerged ,  unsuppor ted  
and  unde tec ted  on  t h i s  shakedown c ru i se  tha t  i nc luded  oceanograph  i c  
and  geophys i ca l  resea rch .  

The  rou te  t rave  Id  fo l l owed  tha t  o f  Fe rd inand  Mage l l an  whose  
exped i t i on  l e f t  Cad iz ,  Spa in  i n  1519 .  Mage l l an ' s  t r i p  top j<  t h ree  
yea rs .  The  c rew o f  t he  TRITON t rave led  submerged  ove r  36 ,000  m i les  
i n  84  days .  

Sequences  show:  
a . )  USS TRITON heads  down  Thames  R ive r  i n  New London ,  Conn .  on  
Februa ry  16 ,  1960  t o  the  submerg  i n  po in t  o f f  Mon tauk  Po in t ,  Long  
I s land .  
b . )  Foca l  po in t  f o r  the  c i r cumnav iga t i on  o f  t he  wor ld  — S t .  
Pe te rs  and  Pau l  Rocks ,  an  ou tc ropp ing  o f  t he  A t l an t i c  r i dge  o f f  t he  
coas t  o f  B raz i l  nea r  t he  Equa to r .  
c . )  Cross ing  the  Equa to r  t he  f i r s t  o f  f ou r  t imes  du r ing  the  c ru i se  
b rough t  t he  usua l  ce remon ies  f o r  the  un in i t i a ted .  Even  the  e igh t  
c i v i l i an  sc ien t i s t s  on  boa rd  pa id  se rv i ce  t o  K ing  Nep tune ,  
d . )  De tec ted  by  one  o f  t he  sc ien t i f i c  i ns t rumen ts  on  boa rd ,  a  
dep th  reco rded ,  was  an  unchar ted  ocean  moun ta in  peak  r i s i ng  8 ,400  f t .  
f rom the  bo t tom o f  t he  sea ,  app rop r ia te l y  named  Moun t  T r i t on .  
e . )  Round ing  Cap t  Horn  on  March  7 th ,  the  pe r i scope  camera  shows  
the  usua l  t reacherous  wea the r .  
f .  ]  n n  Sunday  ,  Mnmh 27 th .  s e r v i c e s  are  he ld  i n  memoranv  o f  t he  
men  o f  t f i e  f i r s t  USS TRITON l os t  du r ing  WWI I  w i th  "a l l  hands"  a f te r  
an  ou fs tand  Fng  C U M I L J I  i h f ^Wi th  the  bow po in ted  toward  the  
A~dmi rF l t y  I s l and ,  the  c rew s tands  a t  a t ten t i on  and  a  sa lu te  i s  f i r ed  
th rough  the  to rpedo  tubes .  The  sh ip ' s  be l l  o f  t he  o ld  TRITON,  he ld  
i n  pe rmanen t  t r i bu te ,  consp icuous ly  moun ted  i n  the  new TRITON.  
g . )  One  o f  t he  many  sc ien t i f i c  exper imen ts  conduc ted  du r ing  the  
c ru i se  i s  the  e jec t i on  o f  hundreds  o f  bo t t l es  i n  the  s tudy  o f  ocean  
cu r ren ts .  

h . )  On  March  28 th ,  t he  I s land  o f  Guam,  a  po r t  o f  ca l l  o f  Mage l l an  
cen tu r ies  ago ,  i s  v iewed  by  Cap ta in  Beach .  
i . )  A f te r  t rans i s t i ng  the  Sur lgao  S t ra i t s ,  the  TRITON came t o  
pe r i scope  dep th  i n  Ph i l i pp ine  wa te rs  o f  Ac tan  I s land  where  Mage l l an  
was  k i l l ed  by  the  na t i ves  i n  1520 .  
j . )  The  TRITON en te rs  the  Ind ian  Ocean  f o r  the  long  c ru i se  to  the  
Cape  o f  Good  Hope  du r ing  wh ich  the  Navy  Hydrcb raph ic  sc ien t i s t s  take  
g rav i t y  read ings  and  con t i nue  the i r  s tudy  o f  wa te r  t empera tu res ,  
k . ]  On Ap r i l  25 th ,  61  days  and  27 ,234  m i les  a f te r  l eav ing  l eav ing  
"heme p la te ' ,  S t .  Pe te r  and  Pau l  Rocks  a re  aga in  s igh ted  to  comp le te  
the  c i r cumnav iga t i on .  
1 . )  Hundreds  o f  submerged  c i r cumnav iga t i on  ce r t i f i ca tes  a re  s igned  
by  the  o f f i ce rs  and  men  o f  t he  TRITON to  ma i l  t o  fam i l i es  and  f r i ends ,  
m. ]  The  chache t  des ign  i s  cop ied  f rom a  b ronze  p lague  made  by  a  
c rew member  f o r  fu tu re  p lacemen t  on  the  Mage l l an  monument  i n  Cad iz ,  
Spa in ,  where  t he  f i r s t  t r i p  s ta r ted .  The  b ronze  p laque  i s  
app rop r ia te l y  i nsc r ibed  "Ave  Nov i l i s  Daz  I  reumSac  tu rn  Es t " ,  "Ha i l  
Nob le  Cap ta in ,  | t  i s  Done  Aga in .  1519—!960  
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U S S  T R I T O N  

# 1  G e n e r a l  s h o t s  o f  s u b  i n  A t l a n t i c  

H I  S k i p p e r  -  C a p t a i n  B e a c h  -  I s  h a u l e d  a b o a r d  H e l i c o p t e r .  

# 3  A r r i v a l  a t  W h i t e  H o u s e  
C U  -  B e a c h  t a l k i n g  w i t h  R  i c k o v e r  a n d  I k e  

# 4 - 5  P r e s e n t s  B e a c h  w i t h  L e g i o n  o f  M e r i t  M e d a l .  B e a c h  a n d  w i f e  
k i s s .  

M a g e l l a n  N a v a l  C e r e m o n y  

1 .  A d m i r a l  J a m e s  S .  R u s s e l l ,  V i c e  C h i e f  o f  N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  

2 .  A d m i r a l  R o b e r t  L .  D e n n  i  s o n ,  C o m m a n d e r  i n  C h i e f ,  A t l a n t i c  

3 .  H o n .  W m .  B .  F r a n k e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a v y  

4 .  H o n .  T h o m a s  S .  G a t e s ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  

5 .  V i c e  A d m i r a l  H y m a n  G .  R i c k o v e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ,  
( D i v i s i o n  o f  R e a c t o r  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  A t o m i c  E n e r g y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  
A s s  i t a n t  C h i e f  o f  B u r e a u  o f  S h i p s  f o r  N u c l e a r  P r o p u l s i o n . )  

6 .  C a p t a  i n  B e a c h  

7 .  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  

8 .  A w a r d  

C I T A T I O N  
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t a k e s  p l e a s u r e  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
L E G I O N  O F  M E R I T  t o  C a p t a i n  E d w a r d  L .  B e a c h ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a v y ,  f o r  
s e r v i c e s  a s  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  U . S . S .  T R I T O N  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
s u b m e r g e d  v o y a g e  a  r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  

" F o r  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  m e r i t o r i o u s  c o n d u c t  i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  o u t ­
s t a n d i n g  s e r v i c e  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  o n  b o a r d  t h e  U . S . S .  T R I T O N  f r o m  t h e  
1 6 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 0  t o  t h e  1 0 t h  o f  M a y  1 9 6 0 .  A s  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r ,  
C a p t a i n  E d w a r d  L .  B e a c h ,  U . S .  N a v y ,  l e d  h i s  c r e w  w i t h  c o u r a g e ,  
f o r e s i g h t  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  g l o b e ,  p r o v i n g  m a n ' s  a b i l i t y  u n d e r  t r y i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  p r o l o n g e d  s u b m e r g e d  m i s s i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t e s t i n g  n e w  a n d  
c o m p l e x  e q u i p m e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  s u b m a r i n e .  T h i s  h i s t o r i c  
v o y a g e  t o o k  h i s  s h i p  i n t o  s t r a n g e  w a t e r s  u n d e r  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  
f r e q u e n t l y  u n k n o w n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  T R I T O N  c o l l e c t e d  m u c h  
v a l u a b l e  o c e a n o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  C a p t a i n  B e a c h ' s  s o u n d  j u d g e m e n t ,  
m a s t e r f u l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y  w e r e  i n  
k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  n a v a l  s e r v i c e . "  

D W I G H T  D .  E I S E N H O W E R  


