
PRESENTATION AND ENTHRONEMENT OF FIRST 
ARCHBISHOP OF EAST AFRICA 

The Right Reverend Leonard Beecher, 54 year-old Bishop of MOMBASA, 
yesterday became the first Archbishop of the new Anglican Province of 
East Africa, which was inaugurated by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
earlier in the day. The Service of Presentation of the new Archbishop 
took place at the Collegiate Church of St. Alban the Martyr, Dar es 
Salaam, witnessed by a congregation of several hundred including His 
Excellency the Governor of Tanganyika, Sir Richard Turnbull, and Lady 
Turnbull. 

Vows of obedience to the Archbishop,of East Africa were made ty 
the clergy and the laity, and after a blessing by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury the enthronement took place, followed by the presentation 
of the Primatial Cross. 

In his sermon Dr. Fisher welcomed the first Archbishop of East 
Africa and spoke of the profound and searching challenge confronting 
the new Province. "Now self-government," Dr. Fisher said. "Let them 
take warning from Europe. Self-government, whether for a nation or 
for an individual, is not salvation. Self-government casts leaders 
and people into all the turbulent temptations...." 

The Dioceses in the new Province came from different ecclesiastical 
tradition,s in some respects confusing and contradictory, #r. Fisher 
warned. "That is the fault of the Church of England. That it sent 
out Missionaries to Tanganyika and Kenya is to its eternal credit; 
that it sent them out with discordant methods of teaching and worship is 
to its shame. I am thankful to say that the Church of England is now 
learning how to resolve some of its own discords in a true harmony..." 

"With all my heart", .Dr. Fisher concluded, "I send this province 
forth under its own Archbishop." The Blessing at the end of the 
service was given by the Archbishop of East Africa, the Most Reverend 
Leonard Beecher. 

The Archbishop of Ea t Africa, formerly the Bishop of Mombasa, 
took a degree in science at Imperial College and London Day Training 
College, University of London, and went to Kenya in 1927 as an 
assistant master at the Alliance High School, Kikuyu. He was 
ordained in 1929 > becoming Principal of Kahuhia Central School in 
jt£x the Kikuyu Reservie under the Church Missionary Society a year 
later. He was appointed Archdeacon of Mombasa in 1945, was 
consecreated Assistant Bishop in 1950 and became Bishop of Mombasa 
in 1953-

He is well known for his literary and linguistic gifts. He 
published a Kikuyu-English dictionary in 1933 and took a leading part 
in translating the Old Testament into Kikuyu, 
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