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FRANCE BIT BY FLOODS 
35 meu developed positive t 66 motors * 220 ft 

Are days of heavy continuous rains have sent the usually oalm 
rivers of south-central France en a rampage that has washed out rowda, 
railroads* flooded teams and killed at leate eight po roans, Local officials 
said the floods ware the worst In 88 and perhaps fifty years. Thousands were 
temporarily hcmelees as flood waters covered acme teens under more than six 
feet of water and inflicted millions of txanee worth of damage en glomes and 
industries. Thousands of people, families received official warning te flee 
from their howme and tillages in the Creuse Valley. 

Departmental authorities warned that cracks had appeared in the 
CHABTBGRBLLS dam near Aubussem. The rain see Ilea lake surging behind the dam 
poised * eat era threat to the valley below. Happily te this day the Dam has 
not broken, and it is no# announced that waters are reeeiding* Should it not 
rain for several days, danger will be leas. 

Our special helicopter has flcen over the flooded countryside 
betareem the Crease valley (showing the Chamtegrell* dam with its breach em the 
left side of the dam) , te the teen of AUBUSSOB, which is near begining digging 
out of several feet ef and after the water began reeeiding. 

Worst hit here were the teens of Drive and Tulle, about 500 miles 
southwest of Paris, on the Correee river along the western slopes ef the 
Massif Central. Thousands of persons had to be evacuated. 

A total of more than 6,000 residents were evacuated of eight 
villages from the valley below the Chantegrelle Dam. 

At Atibus eenfc (shown on our report) all business and industries of 
the town have been damaged. It la expected that it will take several days to 
clear array enough ef the and and deMs to permit work to start again. Abusson 
is famous for its Carpet and tapis try industries. 


