
7m Mi* CP TIMOR. 

3a the aaea of Islands which stud the i aclfic North of Australia 
lies Timor. Out of this %stsry Island oorase a stogry to add to 
the sagas of guerilla warfare. A ha»* ful of Aasrsliaas who had 
takea to the hills, and for over a year harassed the Japanese la 
occupation. Their etaple diet see otter buffalo sad erooadlle Meat, 
for weeks on end no *dte sen knew of their existence. 

H*ed among the friendly natines and had was luxury - am 
improvised shower hath. Although eetros*ered by a hundred to 
one, they fought the Japanese. In tee sooths they had killed mow 
than 600 for the loss of 17 of their number. Native bush telegraph 
falsely told them that Australia Itself had fhllea; but t ey never 
P» Aa. They mads their one warfare - fight, hit met run, kill 
*11 they earn and them retire - ths true guerillas. 

How these men mads contact with civilisation is one of the epics of 
this war. With a few odds sad ends they began to build a radio 
transmitter. They scrounged far everything, #ing times and again 
through the enemy lines to do It. For the maim components they 
made a night raid on a town, shot up the Japs and took a generator 
from s oar. Thsy melted solder out of old gear sad eaught it la 
haAee caps. after many heartbreaking fallurea,th*y g>t a signal 
through to Darwin. When they hear i.arwin order all et at lone off the 
sir to pwoent interference,those lost nosnds get the kind of thrill 
that crass to few men. 

It was a thrill also Jfcr the mainland listening post,but their first 
massage woe received withemitemeat tes$wred with suspicion. 
They were all believed dead or captured. It could easily be a Jap 
trlek* a ruse to lesd a resisting fores into aa ambush. 3o Darwin 
signal officers took precautions. itoqy of the Timor men were knewa 
to them intimately and back weat the messages TPs prove your identity, 
give christian mm of Jade Servants wife snewer immediately". 
Here wee the toot. 

frea ths hush radio transmitter asms the answer. Over ths ether 
flawed the one word which mm to brlt* them help, food, clothes, 
smnunltlon, and the adeiration of tits whole Aastrallan Arw. 

And ee supplies came; rsaowiag the threat of death which hut* over 
the marooned men of Tlasr. better* two « voieee from home *»1 
to them la the wilderness. 



And astral is* money, not as pay for them bscauss then 
WM nothing they oouls do with It, M*t as pay for the native# eho 
appreciate the silver currency. 

1* their Mglt hide-out the M of *3penmv Aaroe* (as thsy 
beesne lcnewn> pl<*«ndd thsir raids. The natives in this ares were 
friendly and willing allies, hut the Jape had amed many o her tribes 
and inmlted them to attack the Australian* and their supporting 
tribesmen. They had begun a civil ear. Only a aemparatlwely 
snail patrol of Ansslen could be spere.i for the job. They would 
take oare of the Jape while the natives amftd ds*l with their 
perfidious couatrynwa. Primitive warfare inspirê  and gir ted ty men 
she had gene bask to the prlnltiwe in thia Island hattlefront. 
Ssrlly the attaehere oloeed in en the J**p positions. The honourable 
o»ne of Wp; on received mother rude awakening. With wild eriee and 
brandishing flawing epears and fire sticks, the heed of warriors 
deeosnded on the village to fight their share of the ha #le their 

Tbsee little skirmishes frequently releaeed a tide of unfortunates, 
livestock and mem In s range mixture. A springing of old somen 
neer to dssth, sad children Just beginning life. Young girls, 
old men, e pitiable bend. 

for meritorious eervioe, five outstanding N.C.O* *re prwleed 
fey their Qŝ paay 0»m**nder, Captain Jeff * tidlaw, fuwus Mew death 
«falee athlete end 3wrf wlmer. Beosuae of his giant preportlona 
Laldlaw is known to his nam as "The Jhfll*. when asked about 
Japaneee fanaticism the Bull replied *» *1 haven't eeen mtrh fanatical 
4ying, hut I've eeen some bloody fanatical running". 

These are seme of the as* who fought a private war cm an Islsai 
whioh knew Captain Bligh'e adventures fellftw ng ths 'dutiryr on the 
Bounty'. 

Ihs men of timer, by eonsuaate bravery, have written a page in 
Auetrnlis* history without e<|uel. 


