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QUEEN VISITS NEW ZEALAND CAVES. 8 /1/54.  
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A peaceful  Inter lude among the funct ion-crowded days of  the 

Royal  Tour ,  Mas vouchsafed to  the Queen and the Duke of  Edinburgh 

on their  v is i t  to  the l imestone caves a t  Waitomo.  These are  

s i tuated in  the north west  of  New Zealand 's  North Is land,* 

and they are  among the most  fascinat ing of  i l l  the Dominion 's  

natural  places  of  Interest ,  The Aranul  cave i s  said to  have 

been discovered by a  Mauri^whils t  chasing a wild pig.  The 

profusion of  s ta lagmites  and s ta lact i tes^ shows how the Origin 

of  the caves goes back through numberless  centur les^^#** 

The KHHI  s i lence of  these cool  and sombre grot toes / - fowwod a  

atol l t iuf t .  UU!J>  a  hundred feet  below the surface of  the ear th ,  
/KV^)  u  WW" 
/  to (me blazing sunshine of  the  bush-country above them,*. ,  and the 

s t reets  of  the c i t ies  f i l led with cheering crowds / 
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