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R0YAL TOUR NELSON AND CHRISTGHURCH. 26/1/54.  

The Cathedral  Ci ty  of  Nelson by Taaman Bay was  one of  the  

f i rs t  to  give  greet ing to  the  Queen and the  Duke of  Edinburgh^ af ter  

thei r  f l ight  across  Cook S t ra i t  f rom the  North  Is land.  Nelson 

i sn ' t  a  b ig  c i ty  - - -  but  i t  seemed that  everybody had turned out  

to  welcome them• Al though one of  the  local  dAgs d id  i t s  bes t  

to steal the ahoyiĵ  ̂

From Nelson the  Royal  Tour is ts  went  by t ra in  south  and eas t  

towards  Chr is tchurch.  On th is  journey the  only  scheduled s top was 

a t  a  l i t t le  place  ce l led  Darf ie ld  to  which many people  had 

t ravel led  long dis tances  for  a  g l impse of  the i r  Queen» And they W E  

were not  d isappointe^^^ 

In Chris tchurch Her  Majes ty  and the  Duke v is i ted  the  hospi ta l?  

They toured the  wards< and in  the  grounds  outs ide ,  l i t t le  

conversat ions  made th is  a  memorable  day indeed ( for  many e lder ly  

pat ients .y^And in  a day packed wi th  engagements  they 

found t ime a lso  to  v is i t  the  chi ldren 

Later ,  a  dr ive  through the  c i ty  brought  Her  

Majes ty  to  the  Vocat ional  Training Centre  for  disabled ex-servicemen 

a  fu l l  day that  concluded wi th  Evensong in  the  Cathedral  and a  c lv ie  

dinner  "/ 


